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FROM  A 


FAR  M  E  R,  &c. 


letter 


•u 


My  Dear  Cou  N  TRY  MEN, 

I  A  M  a  Farmer,  fettled,  after  a  variety  of  fortunes,  ne^r 
the  banks  of  the  river  Delaware,  in  the  province  of  Penn- 
fylvania.  I  received  a  liberal  education,  and  have  been 
engaged  in  the  bufy  fcenes  of  life  ;  but  am  now  convinced, 
tnat  a  man  may  be  as  happy  without  buttle,  as  with  it.  My 
farm  is  fmail  ;  my  feryants  are  few,  and  good ;  I  have  a  little 
money  at  interett; ;  I  with  for  no  more  ;  my  employment  in  my 
own  affairs  is  eafy  ;  and  with  a  contented  grateful  mind,  undi¬ 
sturbed  by  worldly  hopes  or  fears,  relating  to  myfelf,  I  am  com- 
eating  the  number  of  days  allotted  to  me  by  divine  good- 

ail  • 

be!kg  gcneraHjr  matter  of  my  time,  I  fpend  a  good  deal 
of  it  in  a  library,  which  I  think  the  moft  valuable  part  of  my 
small  ettate  ;  and  being  acquainted  with  two  or  three  gentle¬ 
men  oi  abilities  andlearning,  who  honorme  with  their  friend- 
irnp,  I  have  acquired,  I  believe  a  greater  knowledge  in  fiiftory, 
and  the  laws  and  conltitution  of  my  country,  than  is  general¬ 
ly  attained  by  men  of  my  clafs,  many  of  them  not  being  fo 

fo^rnatior  aS  1  haVe  bCen  ^  tile  opPorLunitics  of  gating  in- 

*  f 

From  my  infancy  I  was  taught  to  love  hum anity  and  liberty. 
nquiry  an  experience  have  fince  confirmed  my  reverence 
for  the  lef  ons  then  given  me,  by  convincing  me  more  fuIJy.of 
i  eir  trut  and  excellence.  Benevolence  towards  mankind, 
excites  wi. nes  for  their  welfare,  and  fuch  wifh.es  endear  the 
means  o  ulfil  ling  them.  Tbefe  cau  be  found  in  liberty  only, 
and  therefore  her  facred  caufe  ought  to  be  efpoufed  by  every 
mm3  on  .every  occafion>  to  the  mm  oft  of  his  power.  As  a 

?  charitable. 
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cliari table,  but  poor  perfon  does  not  withhold  his  mite ,  be* 
caiife  he  cannot  relieve  all  the  didrefles  of  the  miferable,  fo 
fnould  not  any  honed  man  fupprefs  his  fentiments  concerning 
freedom,  however  fmall  their  influence  is  likely  to  be.  Per¬ 
haps  he  “  may  touchfome  wheel,*”  that  will  have  an  effeCt 
greater  than  he  could  reafonably  expeCt. 

These  being  my  fentiments,  I  am  encouraged  to  offer  to 
you,  my  countrymen,  my  thoughts  on  fomelate  tranfa&ions, 
that  appear  to  me  to  be  of  the  utmod  importance  to  you. 
Confciousof  my  own  defers,  I  have  waited  fome  time,  in  ex¬ 
pectation  of  feeing  the  fubjeCt  treated  by  perfons  muqji  better 
qualified  for  the  talk  ;  but  being  therein  difappointed,  and 
apprehenfive  that  longer  delays  will  be  injurious,  I  venture 
at  length  to  rpquefi  the  attention  of  the  public,  praying, 
thatthefe  lines  may  be  read  with  the  fame  zeal  for  the  hap- 
pinefs  of  BritiJJj  America ,  with  which  they  were  wrote. 

With  a  good  deal  of  furprize  1  have  obferved,  that  little 
notice  has  been  taken  of  an  aCt  of  parliament,  as  injurious  in 
its  principle  to  the  liberties  of  thefe  colonies,  as  the  Stamp - 
sitt  was  :  I  mean  the  aCt  for  fufpending  the  legiflation  of 
JVew-York . 

The  aflembly  of  that  government  complied  with  a  former 
aCt  of  parliament,  requiring  certain  provifions  to  be  made  for 
the  troops  in  America ,  in  every  particular,  I  think,  except  the 
articles  of  fait,  pepper  and  vinegar.  In  my  opinion  theyaCt- 
cd  imprudently,  confidering  alhcircumflances,  in  not  comply¬ 
ing  fo  far  as  would  have  given  fatisfaClion,  as  feveral  colonies 
did  :  But  mydifiike  of  their  conduct  in  that  indance,  has  not 
blinded  me  fo  much,  that  I  cannot  plainly  perceive,  that  they 
have  beenpunifhed  in  a  manner  pernicious  to  America n  free¬ 
dom,  and  judly  alarming  to  all  the  colonies. 

If  the  Britijh  parliament  has  a  legal  authority  to  ifiue  an 
order,  that  we  fhall  furnidia  Angle  Article  for  the  troops  here, 
and  to  compel  obedience  to  that  order,  they  have  the  lame 
right  to  ifTue  an  order  for  us  to  fupplythofe  troops  with  arms, 
deaths,  and  every  neceiTary ;  and  to  compel  obedience  to 
that. order  aifo;  in  ihort,  to  lay  any  burthens  they  pleafe  upon 
us.  What  is  this  but  taxing  us  at  a  certain  fum,  and  leaving 
to  us  only  the  manner  of  raifingit;  How  is  this  mode  motp 
tolerable  than  the  Stamp- A  ft  ?  Would  that  aft  have  appear¬ 
ed  more  p leafing  to  Americans  if  being  ordered  thereby  to 
raife  the  fum  total  of  the  taxes,  the  mighty  privilege  had  been 
left  to  them,  of  faying  how  much  fhouid  be  paid  for  an  in- 
flrument  of  writing  on  paper,  and  how  much  for  another  on 

parchment  l 
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An  ad  of  parliament,  commanding  us  to  do  a  certain  tiling 
if  it  has  any  validity,  is,  a  tax  upon  us  for  the  expence  that 
accrues  in  complying  with  it ;  and  for  this  reafon,  I  believe, 
every  colony  on  the  continent,  that  chofe  to  give  a  mark  of 
their  refped  £ovG  reat  •  B  ritain,\w  complying  with  the  ad  relat¬ 
ing  to  the  troops,  cautioufly  avoided  the  mention  of  that  ad, 
left  their  condud  fhould  be  attributed  to  its  fuppofed  obligation. 

The  matter  being  thus  Hated,  the  a/Tembly  of  Nenv-Tork 
cither  had,  or  had  not,  a  right  to  refufe  fubmiffion  to  that 
ad.  If  they  had,  and  I  imagine  no  American  will  fay  they 
had  not,  then  the  parliament,  had  no  right  to  compel  them  to 
execute  it.  If  they  had  not  this  right ,  they  had  710  right  to 
punilh  them  for  not  executing  it  ;  and  therefore  no  right  to 
fufpend  their  legiflation,  which  is  a  punifhment.  In  fad, 
if  the  people  of  New-York  cannot  be  legally  taxed  but  by 
their  own  reprefentatives,  they  cannot  be  legally  deprived  of 
the  privilege  of  legiflation,  only  for  infilling  on  that  exclufive 
privilege  of  taxation.  If  they  may  be  legally  deprived  in 
fuch  a  cafe  of  the  privilege  of  legiflation,  why  may  they  not  " 
with  equal  reafon, be  deprived  of  every  other  privilege  ?  Or  why' 
may  not  every  colony  be  treated  in  the  fame  manner,  when  any 
of  them  fhall  dare  to  deny  their  affent  to  any  impofitions,  that 
fhall  be  direded  ?  Or  what  fignifies  the  repeal  of  the  Stamp- 
Aft,  if  thefe  colonies  are  to  iofe  their  other  privileges  by,  not 
tamely  furrendering  that  of  taxation  ? 

There  is  one  confederation  arifing  from  this  fufpenfion, 
which  is  not  generally  attended  to,  but  fhews  its  importance 
very  clearly/  It  was  not  necejfary  that  this  fufpenlion  Ihould 
be  caufed  by  an  ad  of  parliament.  The  crown  might  have 
reftrained  the  governor  of  Ne<w-York ,  even  from  calling  the 
affembly  together,  by  its  prerogative  in  the  royal  govern*? 
ments.  This  Hep,  I  fuppofe,  would  have  been  taken,  if  the 
condud  of  the  affembly  of  Newt-Tor  k  had  been  regarded  as 
an  ad  of difobedience  to  the  crown  alone  :  but  it  is  regarded 
as  an  ad  of  f  cc  difobedience  to  the  authority  of  the  Bri¬ 
tish  legislature.”  This  give?  the  fufpenlion  a  confe- 
quence  vaftly  more  atfeding.  It  is  a  parliamentary  affertion 
of  the  fup  re  me  authority  of  the  Britifh  legislature  over  thefe 
colonies,  in  the  point  of  taxation,  and  is  intended  to  compel 
New'York  into  a  fubmiffion  to  that  authority.  It  feems 
therefore  to  me  as  much  a  violation  of  the  liberties  of  the 
people  ot  that  province,  and  confequently  of  all  thefe  colonies, 
as  if  the  parliament  had  fent  a  number  of  regiments  to  be 
quartered  upon  them  til!  they  fhould  comply.  For  it  is  evi¬ 
dent,  that  the  fufpenfion  is  meant  as  a  companion  :  and  the 
*  See  the  ad  of  fufper/lon.  method 
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mthod  of  compelling  is  totally  indifferent.  It  is  indeed  pro- 

t  r,b  M  t!h'  V16  lg  U„°f  red  coats>  and  the  hearing  of  drums. 
Wd  have  been  moft  alarming  ;  became  people  are  gene- 

/  more  influenced  by  their  eyes  and  ears,  than  by  their 
reafon.  But  whoever  fenoufly  confiders  the  matter,  muff 
perceive  that  a  dreadful  ft roke  is  aimed  at  the  liberty  of  thefe 
colonies.  I  lay,  of  thefe  colonies ;  for  the  caufe  of  one  is 
K  caufe  off//*  If  tllc  parliament  may  lawfully  deprive 
Ar°-3  or\  °*  any  of  her  rights,  it  may  deprive  any,  or  all  the 
otlur  colonies  of  then  rights  ;  and  nothing  can  poffibly  fo 
much  encourage  fuch  attempts,  as  a  mutual  inattention  to 
the  mterefts  ot  each  other.  To  divide,  and  thus  to  dejlroy, 
is  the  firit  politieal  maxim  in  attacking  thole,  who  are  pow¬ 
erful  by  them  union.  He  certainly  is  not  a  wife  man,  who 
folds  h.s  arm,,  and  repofes  himfelf  at  home,  viewing,  with 
unconcern,  the  flames  that  have  invaded  his  neighbour’s 

ufinS  an7  endeavours  to  extinguilh  them. 
\\  hen  Mr.  Hampden  s  flnp  money  caufe,  for  Three  Shillings 
and  Four -pence,  was  tried,  all  the  people  of  England,  with 
anxious  expectation,  mtcrelled  themi'dves  in  the  important 
dec t non  ;  and  when  the  flighteft  point,  touching  the  freedom 
of  one  colony,  is  agitated,  I  earneftly  xvifh,  that  all  the  reft 
may,  with  equal  ardor,  fupport  their  fifler.  Very  much  may  be 
laid  on  this  fubjeft  ;  but  I  hope,  more  at  prefent  is  unneceffary. 

Wi  r  h  concern  I  have  oblerved,  that  two  aflemblies  of  this 
province  have  fat  and  adjourned,  without  taking  any  notice 
of  this  a£fc.  It  may  perhaps  be  afked,  what  would  have  been 
proper  for  them  to  do  ?  I  am  by  no  means  fond  of  inflamma¬ 
tory  meafures  ;  I  defceft  them.  I  fhould  be  forry  that  any 
thing  mould  be  done,  which  might  juflly  difpleafe  our  fovc- 
j”eign,  or  our  mother  country  :  But  a  £rm,  model!  exertion 
of  a  free  fpirit,  Ihould  never  be  wanting  on  publick  occafions. 
It  appeass  to  me,  that  it  would  have  been  fuflicient  for  the 
aifembly,  to  have  ordered  our  agents  to  reprefen t  to  the 
King’s  miniflers,  their  fenfe  of  the fufpending  a<5t,  andtopray 
foi  its  repeal.  liiiis  we  fhould  have  borne  our  teftimony 
againft  it  ;  and  might  therefore  reafonably  expea  that,  on 
a  like  occafion,  .we  mignt  receive  the  lame  afhflancefrom  the 
other  colonies. 


o  dt  a  res  ftarvg  ere  fun  t. 
mail  tnings  grow  great  by  concord. 
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The  day  of  King  William  the  Third’s  hndincr. 
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LETTER  II. 


My  Dear  Countrymen, 

THERE  is  another  late  a £  of  parliament,  which  appears 
to  me  to  be  unconftitutional,  and  as  deftru£ive  to  the 
liberty  of  thefe  colonies,  as  that  mentioned  in  my  laft 
letter  :  that  is,  the  a  £  for  granting  the  duties  on  paper* 
glafs,  &c.. 

T  he  parliament  unqueftionably  pofTeffes  a  legal  authority 
to  regulate  the  trade  of  Great-Britain ,  and  all  her  colonies. 
Such  an  authority  is  elfentialto  the  relation  between  a  mother 
country  and  her  colonies  ;  and  neceffary  for  the  common  good 
of  all.  He,  who  confiders  thefe  provinces  as  Hates  diftin<5t 
from  the  Britijh  Empire,  has  very  {lender  notions  of  juftice * 
or  of  their  interejls .  We  are  but  parts  of  a  whole  ;  and  there¬ 
fore  there  muff  exift  a  power  fomewhere,  to  prefide,  and 
preferve  the  connexion  in  due  order.  This  power 
is  lodged  in  the  parliament ;  and  we  are  as  much  dependant 
on  Great-Britain ,  as  a  perfe&Iyfree  people  can  be  on  another. 

I  have  looked  over  every  Jiatute  relating  to  thefe  colonies* 
from  their  Erft  fettlementtothis  time  ;  and  I  find  every  one  of 
them  founded  on  this  principle,  till  the  Stamp- API  admini- 
ftration*.  All  before ,  are  calculated  to  regulate  trade,  and 

preferve 

#  For  the  fatisfa£ion  of  the  reader,  recitals  from  the  former  a£s  of 
parliament  relatingto  thefe  colonies  are  added.  By  comparing  thefe 
with  the  modern  a£s,  he  will  perceive  their  great  difference  in  ex. - 
preflion  and  intention. 

The  12th  Cha.  Chap.  18,  which  forms  the  foundation  of  the  laws 
relating  to  our  trade,  by  enabling  that  certain  productions  of  the  colo¬ 
nies  fhould  be  carried  to  England  only,  and  that  no  goods  Khali  be  im¬ 
ported  from  the  plantations  but  in  fhips  belonging  to  England ,  Ireland p 
Wales ,  Berwick ,  or  the  Plantations ,  begins  thus  :  “  For  the  in - 

creafe  of  flipping,  and  encouragement  of  the  navigation  of  this  nation * 
wherein,  under  the  good  providence  and  protection  of  GOD,  the 
wealth,  fafety,  and  ftrength  of  this  kingdom  is  fo  much  concerned,  fife. 

The  15th  Cha.  II.  Chap.  7,  enforcing  the  fame  regulation,  afligns 
thefe  reafons  for  it.  “  In  regard  his  Majefty’s  plantations,  beyond 
the  feas,  are  inhabited  and  peopled  by  his  fubje&s  of  this  his  king¬ 
dom  of  England  ;  for  the  maintaining  a  greater  correfpondence  and 
kindnefs  between  them ,  and  keeping  them  in  a  firmer  dependance  upon 
if,  and  rendering  them  yet  more  beneficial  and  advantageous  unto  it, 
in  the  further  employment  and  increafe  of  Englifh  flipping  and  fcamen , 
vent  of  Englifh  woollen,  and  other  manufactures  and  commodities, 
rendering  the  navigation  to  and  from  the  fame  more  fafe  and  cheap , 
and  making  this  kingdom  a  flaple ,  not  only  of  the  commodities  of 
thofe  plantations,  but  alfo  of  the  commodities  of  other  countries  and 

places. 
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pfeferve  or  promote  a  mutually  beneficial  intercourfe between 
the  feveral  conftituent  parts  of  the  empire  ;  and  though  many 
of  them  impofed  duties  on  trade,  yet  thofe  duties  were  always 
impofed  with  defign  to  reftrain  the  commerce  of  one  part,  that 
Was  injurious  to  another,  and  thus  to  promote  the  general 

welfare  :  v 

v  > 

places,  for  the  fupplying  of  them  ;  and  it  being  the  ufage  of  other  na¬ 
tions  to  keep  their  plantations  trade  to  themfelves,  &c. 

The  25th  Cha .  II.  Chap.  7,  made  expreily  “  for  the  better  fecuring 
the  plantation  trade  f  which  impofes  duties  on  certain  commodities 
exported  from  one  colony  to  another,  mentions  this  caufe  for  impo- 
fing  them  :  “  Whereas  by  one  aft,  paffed  in  the  12th  yea^  of  your 
Majefty’s  reign,  inti  tied,  An  Aft  for  encouragement  of  flipping  and 
navigation,  and  by  feveral  other  laws,  paffed  fmce  that  time,  it  is  per¬ 
mitted  to  /hip,  &c.  fugars,  tobacco,  &c.  of  the  growth,  &c.  of  any 
of  your  Majefty’s  plantations  in  America.  &c.  from  the  places  of  their 
growth,  &c.  to  any  other  of  your  Majefty’s  plantations  in  thofe  parts, 
&c.  and  that  without  paying  cuftom  for  the  fame ,  either  at  the  lading 
or  unlading  the  faid  commodities,  by  means  whereof  the  trade  and 
navigation  in  thofe  commodities,  from  one  plantation  to  another,  is 
greatly  increafed,  and  the  inhabitants  of  divers  of  thofe  colonies,  not 
contenting  themfelves  with  being  fupflied  with  thofe  commodities  for 
their  own  ufe,  free  from  all  cufoms ,  (while  the  fubjefts  of  this  your 
kingdom  of  E?igland  have  paid  great  cuftoms  and  impositions  for  what 
of  them  hath  been  fpent  here)  but ,  contrary  to  the  exprefs  letter  of  the 
aforefaid  laws ,  have  brought  into  divers  parts  of  Europe  great  quan¬ 
tities  thereof,  and  do  alfo  vend  great  quantities  thereof  to  the  Shipping 
of  other  nations,  who  bring  them  into  divers  parts  of  Europe ,  to  the 
great  hurt  and  diminution  of  your  Majefty’s  cuftoms,  and  of  the 
trade  and  navigation  of  this  your  kingdom  $  For  the  prevention 
THEREOF,  ©V. 

The  7th  and  8th  Will.  III.  Chap.  22,  intituled,  (t  An  aft  for  pre* 
venting  frauds,  and  regulating  abufes  in  the  plantation  trade,”  recites 
that,  **  notwithftanding  divers  afts,  Gfr.  great  abufes  are  daily  com¬ 
mitted,  to  the  prejudice  of  the  Englilh  navigation ,  and  the  lofs  of  a 
great  part  of  the  plantation  trade  to  this  kingdom,  by  the  artifice 
and  cunning  of  ill  difpofed  perfons  j  For  remedy  whereof,  &c. 
And  whereas  in  feme  of  his  Majefty’s  American  plantations,  a  doubt 
or  mifeonftruftion  has  arifen  upon  the  before  mentioned  aft,  made  in 
the  25th  year  of  the  reign  of  King  Charles  IT.  whereby  certain  dir¬ 
ties  are  laid  upon  the  commodities  therein  enumerated  (which  by  law 
may  be  tranfported  from  one  plantation  to  another,  for  the  fupply  of 
each  others  wants)  as  if  the  fame  were,  by  the  payment  of  thofe  du¬ 
ties  in  one  plantation,  difeharged  from  giving  the  fecurities  intended 
by  the  aforefaid  afts,  made  in  the  12th,  2  2d  and  23d  years  of  the 
reign  of  King  Charles  II.  and  confequently  be  at  liberty  to  go  to 
any  foreign  market  in  Europe &c. 

The  6th.  Anne,  Chap.  37,  reciting  the  advancement  of  trade,  and 
encouragement  of  /hips  of  war,  &c.  grants  to  the  captors  the  pro¬ 
perty  of  all  prizes  carried  into  America,  fubjeft  to  fnch  cuftoms  and 
duties,  as  if  the  fame  had  been  firft  imported  into  any  part  of  Qreat- 
Eritain ,  and  from  thence  exported,  &c%  1  his 
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welfare  :  The  railing  a  revenue  thereby  was  never  Intended 

Thus  the  King,  by  his  judges  in  his  courts  of  juftice,  impofe* 
lines,  which  all  together  amount  to  a  very  confiderable  fum, 
and  contribute  to  the  fupport  of  government But  this  is 
merely  a  confequence  arifing  from  reftriaions,  that  only  meant 
to  keep  peace,  and  prevent  confufion  ;  and  furely  a  man 
would  argue  very  loofely,  who  fhould  conclude  from  hence, 
that  the  King  has  a  right  to  levy  money  in  general  upon  his 
fubjetfs.  Never  did  the  Britijh  parliament,  till  the  period 
above  mentioned,  think  of  impofing  duties  in  America,  for. 
THE  PURPOSE  OF  raising  a  revenue.  Mr.  Greenville 
firft  introduced  this  language,  in  the  preamble  t a  the  4th 
of  Geo,  III.  Chap.  15,  which  has  thefe  words-- And  where¬ 
as  it  is  juft  and  neceflary  that  a  revenue  be  raised  in 
you  ahl  A  j  esty  s  said  dominions  in  Amerjca  , for  defraying 
the  exfences  of  defending ,  protecting,  and  fecuring  the  fame  1 
We  your  Majefty’s  mod  dutiful  and  loyal  fubje&s,  the  com¬ 
mons  of  Great-Britain,  in  parliament  aflembled,  being 
defirous  to  makefome  provifion  in  this  prefent  feffion  ofparli- 

ament,TOWARDs  raising  the  said  revenue  in  America,, 

_ 


This  was  a  gift  to  perfons  aiding  under  commifions  from  the  crown, 
and  therefore  it  was  reafonable  that  the  terms  prefcribed  in  that  gift, 
Ihouid  be  complied  with — more  efpecially  as  the  payment  of  fuch  du¬ 
ties  was  intended  to  give  a  preference  to  the  produ&ions  of  Britijh 
colonies,  over  thofe  of  other  colonies.  However,  being  found  incon¬ 
venient  to  the  colonies,  about  four  years  afterwards,  this  a£t  wa s,for 
that  reafon ,  fo  far  repealed,  that  by  another  a<5t  “  all  prize  eoods, 
imported  into  any  part  of  Great-Britain ,  from  any  of  the  plantations, 
were  made  liable  to  fuch  duties  only  in  Great-Britain ,  as  in  cafe  they 
had  been  of  the  growth  and  produce  of  the  plantations." 

The  6th  Geo.  II.  Chap.  13,  which  impofes  duties  on  foreign  rum, 
fugar  and  melaftes,  imported  into  the  colonies,  flaews  the  reafons  thus 
— ' “  Whereas  the  welfare  and  profperity  of  your  Majefty’s  fugar  co¬ 
lonies  in  America,  are  of  the  greateft  confequence  and  importance  to 
the  trade,  navigation  and  ftrength  of  this  kingdom  j  and  whereas 
the  planters  of  the  faid  fugar  colonies,  have  of" late  years  fallen  into 
fuch  great  difeouragements ,  that  they  are  unable  to  improve  or  carry 
on  the  fugar  trade,  upon  an  equal  footing  with  the  foreign  fugar  colo¬ 
nies,  without  fome  advantage  and  relief  be  given  to  the?n  from  Great- 
Britain  :  For  RE  MED  V  WHEREOF,  AND  FOR  THE  GOOD  AND 
WELFARE  OF  YOUR  MAJESTY’S  SUBJECTS,  &C. 

The  29th  Geo.  II.  Chap.  26,  and  the  iit  Geo.  III.  Chap.  9,  which 
continue  the  6th  Geo.  II.  Chap.  13,  declare,  that  the  faid  a6t  hath, 
by  experience,  been  found  ufeful  and  beneficial ,  &c.  Thefe.  are  ail  the 
moll  confiderable  ftatutes  relating  to  the  commerce  of  the  colonies  $ 
and  it  is  thought  to  be  utterly  unneceffary  to  add  any  obfervations  to 
thefe  extracts,  to  prove  that  they  were  all  intended  J'oldj  as  regulate 
ms  6/  trade* 


hare  refolved  to  g  i  v e  and  g r  an t  unto  your  Majefty  the  fereral 
rates  and  duties  herein  after  mentioned,”  <bc. 

A  few  months  after  the  Stamp-  ACly  which  reciting  this* 
proceeds  in  the  fame  Grange  mode  of  exprefIion,thus---<<And 
whereas  it  is  juft  and  neceffary,  that  provifton  be  made  foil 
RAISING  A  FURTHER  REVEHUE  WITHIN  YOUR  Majesty’s 
dominions  in  America,  towards  defraying  the  faid  expences* 
we  your  Majefty’s  moft  dutiful  and  loyal  fubjt&s,  the  com¬ 
mons  OF  GrEAT-BrIT  AINj  GIVE  aad  GRANT.  *r &C+  3E 
before. 

The  Iaft  a<ft,  granting  duties. upon  paper,  <&c.  carefully 
purfues  thefe  modern  precedents  .The  preamble  is,  “  Where¬ 
as  it  is  expedient  that  a  revenue  should  be  raised  in 
your  Majesty’s  dominions  in  America,  for  making  a 
more  certain  and  adequate  provifton  for  defraying  the  charge  of 
the  adminif  ration  of juflieCy  and  the  fupport  of  civil  government 
in  fuch  prov'tnces%  * where  it  fnall  he  found  neeejfary  ;  and  to- 
wards  the  further  defraying  the  expences  of  defending ,  protect¬ 
ing  and  fecuring  the  faid  dominions ,  we  your  Majefty’s  moft 
dutiful  and  loyal  fubje&s,  the  commons  of  Great-Britain, 
itc.  give  and  grant,”  &c .  as  before. 

Here  we  may  obferve  an  authority  exprefy  claimed  and 
exerted  to  impofe  duties  on  thefe  colonies  ;  not  for  the  re¬ 
gulation  of  trade  ;  not  for  the  prefervation  or  promotion  of 
a  mutually  beneficial  intercourfe  between  the  feverai  confti- 
iuent  parts  of  the  empire,  heretofore  the  foie  cbjeflsoi  parlia¬ 
mentary  institutions  ;  but  for  the  Jingle  purpofe  of  levying  mo - 
ney  upon  ns. 

This  I  call  an  #  innovation  ;  and  a  moft  dangerous  inno¬ 
vation.  It  may  perhaps  be  obje&ed,  that  Great-Britian  has 
a  right  to  lay  what  duties  ftie  pleafes  upon  her  f  exports  and 

it 

*  te  It  is  worthy  obfervation  how  quietly  fubfidies,  granted  in  forms 
ufual  and  accuftomable  (though  heavy)  are  borne  j  fuch  a  power  hath 
ufe  and  cuftom.  On  the  other  ft de,  what  difeontentments  and  diftur- 
bances,  fubfidies  framed  in  a  new  mould  do  raife  (such  an  inbred 
hatred  novelty  doth  hatch)  is  evident  by  examples  of  for¬ 
mer  times.’'’  Lord  Coke' s  2d  Inftitute,  p.  33. 

f  Some  people  think  that  Great-  Britain  has  the  fame  right  to  im¬ 
pofe  duties  on  the  exports  to  thefe  colonies,  as  on  the  exports  to  Spain 
and  Portugal  £fc.  Such  perfexis  attend  fo  much  to  the  idea  of  expor¬ 
tation,  that  they  entirely  drop  that  of  the  connexion  between  the  mother 
country  and  her  colonies .  If  Great-Britain  had  always  claiTned,  and 
exercifed  an  authority  to  compel  Spain  and  Portugal  to  import  manu¬ 
factures  from  her  only,  the  cafes  would  be  parallel  :  But  as  fhe  never 
pretended  to  fuch  a  right,  they  are  at  liberty  to  get  them  where  they 
pleafe  5  and  if  they  chufe  to  take  them  from  her,  rather  than  from  o- 
thec  nations, they  voluntarily  content  to  pay  the  duties  impofed  on  them. 


it  m^kes  no  difference  to  ns,  whether  they  are  paid  here 
or  there. 

To  this  I  anfwer.  Thefe  colonies  require  many  things  for 
their  ufe,  which  the  laws  of  Great- Britain  prohibit  them  from 
getting  any  where  but  from  her.  Such  are  paper  and  glafs. 

That  we  may  legally  be  bound  to  pay  any  general  duties 
on  thefe  commodities,  relative  to  the  regulation  of  trade,  is 
granted  ;  but  we  being  obliged  by  her  laws  to  take  them  from 
Grea t-Britai?it  any  fpecial  duties  impofed  on  their  exporta¬ 
tion  to  us  only ,  with  intention  to  raife  a  revenue  from  us  only * 
arenas  much  /axes  upon  us,  as  thofe  impofed  by  the  St&mf- 

What  is  the  difference  in  fubftanee  and  right,  whetherthe 
fame  furn  is  raifed  upon  us  by  the  rates  mentioned  in  the 
Stamp- Aft,  on  the  ufe  of  paper,  or  by  thefe  duties,  on  the 
importation  of  it.  It  is  only  the  edition  of  a  former  book, 
Shifting  a  fentence  from  the  end  to  the  beginning . 

Sg?P03E  the  duties  were  made  payable  in  Great- Britian  ? 

It  fignifies  nothing  to  us,  whether  they  are  to  be  paid  here 
or  there.  Had  the  Stamp- A  ft  directed,  that  all  the  paper 
ihould  be  landed  at  Florida ,  and  the  duties  paid  there,  before 
tt  was  brought  to  the  Britijb  colonies,  would  the  a <St  have 
raifed  lefs  money  upon  us,  or  have  been  lefs  deRru&ive  of  our 
rights  ?  Bynomeans:  For  as  we  were  under  anecedity  ofufmg 
the  paper,  we  fhould  have  been  under  the  neeedity  of  paying 
the  duties.  Thus,  in  the  prefent  cafe,  a  like  necefity  will 
fubjefl  us,  if  this  aft  continues  in  force,  to  the  payment  of 
the  duties  now  impofed, 

#  Wh  y  was  the  Stamp-  Aft  then  fo  pernicious  to  freedom  ?  It 
did  not  ena&,  that  every  man  in  the  colonies  Jhould  buy  a  cer¬ 
tain  quantity  of  paper— No  :  It  only  directed,  that  no  inftru- 

ment  of  writing  (hould  be  valid  in  law,  it  not  made  on  damped 
paper,  1 

The  makers  of  that  aft  knew  full  well,  that  the  confufi- 
ons  that  would  arife  from  thedifufe  of  writings, would  com- 
wiL  the  colonies  to  ufe  the  damped  paper,  and  therefore  to 
pay  the  taxes  impofed.  For  this  reafon  the  Stamp- Aft  was 
faid  to  be  a  law  that  would  execute  itself.  For  the 
very  fame  reafon,  the  laft  a&  of  parliament,  if  it  is  granted 
to  have  any  force  here,  will  execute  itself,  and  will  be 
attended  with  the  very  fame  conlequences  to  American  liberty. 

Some  perfons  perhaps  may  fay,  that  this  aft  lays  ns  under 
no  neeedity  to  pay  the  duties  impofed,  becauie  we  may  our- 
felves  manufacture  the  articles  on  which  they  are  laid  - 
whereas  by  the  Stamp- Aft  no  inftrumettt  of  writing  could  be 
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good,  unlefs  made  on  Britijh  paper,  and  that  too  {lamped. 

Such  an  objection  amounts  to  no  more  than  this,  that  the 
injury  refulting  to  thefe  colonies,  from  the  total  difufe  of 
Britijh  paper  and  glafs,  will  not  be  fo  afflifting  as  that  which 
•would  have  refulted  from  the  total  difufe  of  writing  among 
them  ;  for  by  that  means  even  the  Stamp- Aft  might  have 
been  eluded.  Why  then  was  it  univerfally  detefted  by  them 
as  flavery  itfelf  ?  Becaufe  it  prefented  to  thefe  devoted  pro¬ 
vinces  nothing  but  a  *  choice  of  calamities,  imbittered  by  in¬ 
dignities,  each  of  which  it  wras  unworthy  of  freemen  to  bear. 
But  is  no  injury  a  violation  of  right  but  the  grcatejl  injury  > 
If  the  eluding  the  payment  of  the  taxes  impofcd  by  the  Stamp* 
Sift,  would  have  fubje&ed  us  to  a  more  dreadful  inconveni¬ 
ence,  than  the  eluding  the  payment  of  thofe  impofed  by  the 
late  a#  ;  does  it  therefore  follow,  that  thelaftis^  violation  of 
our  rights,  tho’  it  is  calculated  for  the  fame  purpofe  the  other 
was,  that  is,  to  raife  money  upon  us ,  without  our  consent  ? 

This  would  be  making  right  to  confift ,  not  in  an  exemp¬ 
tion  from  injury ,  but  from  a  certain  degree  of  injury . 

But  the  objedors  may  further  fay,  that  we  {hall  fuffer  no 
injury  at  all  by  the  difufe  of  Britijh  paper  and  glafs.  We 
might  not,  if  we  could  make  as  much  as  we  want.  But  can 
any  man,  acquainted  with  America ,  believe  this  poffible  ?  I 
am  told  there  are  but  twToor  three  Glafs-Houfes  on  this  con¬ 
tinent,  and  but  very  few  Paper-Mills  ;  and  fuppofe  more 
fhould  be  ere&ed,  a  long  courfe  of  years  muft  elapfe,  before 
they  can  be  brought  to  perfection.  This  continent  is  a  coun¬ 
try  of  planters,  farmers,  andfilhermen  ;  not  of  manufactures. 
The  difficulty  of  eftablifhing  particular  manufactures  in  fuch 
a  country,  is  almoft  infuperable.  For  one  manufacture  14 
connected  with  others  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  it  may  be  faid 
to  be  impoffible  toeftabliffi  one  or  two,  without  eftablilhmg  fe- 
veral  others.  The  experience  of  many  nations  may  convince 

us  ot  this  truth.  ~ 

Inexpressible  therefoie  muft  be  our  diftreifes  in  evading 

the  late' afts,  by  the  difufe  of  Britijh  paper  and  glafs.  Nor 
will  this  be  the  extent  of  our  misfortune,  if  we  admit  the 

legality  of  that  aCt.  .  f  A  . 

Great-Britain  has  prohibited  the  manufaflunng  ,rcn 

and  Reel  in  thefe  colonies,  without  any  objection  being  mac  e 

to  her  right  of  doing  it.  The  like  right  Ihe  muft  have  to 

prohibit  any  other  manufafture  among  us.  Thus  ihe  is 

poifeifed  of  an  undifputed  precedent  on  that  point.  I  his 
*  authority 

♦  Either  the  difufe  of  writing,  or  the  payment  of  taxes  impofed 
by  others  ‘without  our  conjent « 
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authority,  flie  will  fay,  is  founded  on  the  original  intention  of 
fettling  thefe  colonies;  that  is,  that  Ihe  fhould  manufadurs? 
,for  them,  and  that  they  Ih  mid  fuppiy  her  with  materials 
The  equity  of  this  policy,  (he  will  alfo  fay,  has  been  univerl 
fally  acknowledged  by  the  colonies, who  never  have  made  the 
lead  objedion  to  ftatutes  for  that  purpofe  y  and  will  further 
appear  by  the  mutual  benefits  flowing  from  this  ufage,  ever 
fince  the  lettlement  of  thefe  colonies. 

Our.  great  advocate,  Mr.  Pitt ,  in  his  fpeeches  on  the  de¬ 
bate  concerning  the  repeal  of  the  Stamp-aft,  acknowledged, 
that  Great- Britian  could  rellrain  our  manufadures.  His 
words  are  thefe-~-“  This  kingdom  as  the  fupreme  governing 
and  legiflative  power,  has  always  bound  the  colonies  by  her 
regulations  and  restrictions  in  trade,  in  navigation,  in 

manufactures - in  every  thing  except  that  of  taking  their 

money  out  of  their  pockets ,  without  their  consent.” 
Again  he  fays,  “Who  may  bind  their  trade,  confine  their 
manufactures,  and  exercife  every  power  whatever, 
cept  that  of  taking  their  7noney  out  of  their  pockets ,  without 
their  consent.” 

Here  then,  my  dear  countrymen,  rouse  yourfelves,  and 
behold  the  ruin  hanging  over  your  heads.  If  you.  ONCE 
admit,  that  Great  Britain  may  lay  duties  upon  her  exporta¬ 
tions  to  us  for  the  purpofe  of  levying  money  on  us  only,  {he  then 
will  have  nothing  to  do,  but  to  lay  thofe  duties  on  the  articles 
which  fhe  prohibits  us  to  manufadure---and  the  tragedy  of 
American  liberty  is  finilhed.  We  have  been  prohibited  from 
procuring  manufadures,  in  all  cafes,  any  where  but  from 
Great-Britian  (excepting  linens,  which  we  are  permitted  to 
import  diredly  from  Ireland .)  We  have  been  prohibited,  in 
fome  cafes,  from  manufaduring  for  ourfelves  ;  and  may  be 
prohibited  in  others.  We  are  therefore  exactly  in  the  fitu- 
ation  of  a  city  befieged,  which  is  furrounded  by  the  works  of 
the  befiegers  in  every  part  but  one .  If  that  is  clofed  up,  no 
ftep  can  be  taken,  but  to  furrender  at  diferetion.  If  Great - 
Britain  can  order  us  to  come  to  her  for  neceflaries  we  want, 
and  can  order  us  to  pay  what  taxes  (he  pleafes  before  we  take 
them  away,  or  when  we  land  them  here,  we  are  as  abjed. 
flaves  as  France  and  Poland  can  fhew  in  wooden  ihoes,  and 
with  uncomed  hair*. 

Perhaps  the  nature  of  the  necejjities  of  dependant  dates, 
caufed  by  the  policy  of  a  governing  one,  for  her  own  benefit, 
may  be  elucidated  by  a  fad  mentioned  in  hifiory.  When 

the 

*  The  peafants  of  Trance  wear  wooden  fhoes  ;  and  the  vaiThls  of 
Poland  are  remarkable  for  matted  hair,  which  never  can  be  con*bed8 
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fhe  Carthaginians  were  pofTe/Ted  of  the  ifland  of  Sardinia ,  they 
cnade  a  decree,  that  the  Sardinians  (hould  not  raife  corn ,  nor 
get  it  any  other  way  than  from  the  Carthaginians .  Then,  by 
iimpofing  any  duties  they  would  upon  it,  they  drained  from 
the  miferabie  Sardinians  any  fums  they  pleafed  ;  and  when¬ 
ever  that  opprcfled  people  made  the  ieaft  movement  to  aiTert 
their  liberty,  their  tyrants  ftarved  them  to  death  or  fubmiffion.. 
This  may  be  called  the  moll  perfed  kind  of  political  neceffity. 

From  what  has  been  faid,  I  think  this  uncontrovertible 
conclufion  may  be  deduced,  that  when  a  ruling  ftate  obliges 
a  dependant  ftate  to  take  certain  commodities  from  her  alone, 
it  is  implied  in  the  nature  of  that  obligation  ;  is  effentially 
requifite  to  give  it  the  leaft  degree  of  juftice  ;  and  is  infepara- 
Ibly  united  with  it,  in  order  to  preferve  any  (hare  of  freedom 
to  the  dependant  ftate  ;  that  thofe  commodities  Jhould  never 
he  loaded  with  duties  for  the  sole  purpose  of  levying 
money  on  the  dependant  state* 

Upon  the  whole,  the  fingle  queftion  is,  whether  the  par¬ 
liament  can  legally  impofe  duties  to  be  paid  by  the  people  of 
thefe  colonies  only  for  the  sole  purpose  of  raising  a  re¬ 
venue,  on  commodifies  which  Jhe  obliges  us  to  take  from  her 
*lone>  or,  ip  other  words,  whether  the  parliament  can  legal¬ 
ly  take  money  out  of  our  pockets,  without  our  content.  If 
they  can,  our  boafted  liberty  is  but 

Vox  et  praterea  nihil . 

A  found  and  nothing  clfe. 

* 


A  FARMER 
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letter  III, 

My  dear  Countrymen, 

I  REJOICE  to  find  that  my  two  former  letters  to  yotr, 
have  been  generally  received  with  fo  much  favour  by  fucfo 
of  you,  whofe  ientiments  I  have  had  an  opportunity  of  know¬ 
ing.  Could  you  look  into  my  heart,  you  would  inftantly  per¬ 
ceive  a  zealous  attachment  to  your  interefls,  and  a  lively  re- 
fentment  of  every  infult  and  injury  offered  to  you,  to  be  the 
motives  that  have  engaged  me  to  addrels  yon. 

I  am  no  further  concerned  in  any  thing  affe&ing  America , 
than  any  one  of  you  ;  and  when  liberty  leaves  it,  I  can: 
^uit  it  much  more  conveniently  than'moft  of  you  :  Hut  while 
Divine  Providence,  that  gave  me  exiftence  in  a  land  of  free¬ 
dom, permits  my  head  to  think,  my  lips  to  fpeak,  and  my  hand 
to  move,  I  fha.ll  fo  highly  and  gratefully  value  the  blefling 
received,  as  to  take  care,  that  my  filence  and  ina&ivity  ftiall 
not  give  my  implied  alfent  to  any  a<5t,  degrading  my  brethren 
and  myfelf  from  the  birthright,  wherewith  heaven  itfelf 
s<  hath  ?nade  us  free 

Sorry  I  am  to  learn,  that  there  are  lome  few  perfons,  who 
fhake  their  heads  with  folemn  motion,  and  pretend  to  won¬ 
der,  what  can  be  the  meaning  of  thefe  letters.  “  Great - 
Bntainf  they  fay,  “  is  too  powerful  to  contend  with  ;  fhe 
is  determined  to  opprefs  us  ;  it  is  in  vain  to  fpeak  of  right  on 
oneiide,when,there  ispoweron  the  other  ;  when  we  areftrong 
enough  ,to  refill,  we  (hall  attempt  it  ;  but  now  we  are  not 
ftrong  enough,  and  therefore  we  had  better  be  quiet ;  it  figni- 
fies  nothing  to  convince  us  that  our  rights  are  invaded,  when 
%ve  cannot  defend  them  ;  and  if  we  fhould  get  into  riots  and 
tumults  about  the  late  a<5t,  it  will  only  draw  down  heavier 
difpleafure  upon  us.” 

What  can  fuch  men  defign  ?  What  do  their  grave  obfer- 

vations  amount  to,  but  this - “  that  thefe  colonies,  totally 

regardlefs  of  their  liberties,  fhould  commit  them,  with  humble 
relignation,  to  chance,  timey  Sc  the  tender  mercies  of  minifers 
Are  thefe  men  ignorant,  that  ufurpations,  which  might 
been  fuccefllvely  oppofed  at  firlf,  acquire  flrength  by  conti« 
nuance,  and  thus  become  irrefiftable  ?  Do  they  condemn  the 
condu<5l  of  thefe  colonies,  concerning  the  Stamp- AG  ?  Or 
have  they  forgot  its  fuccefsful  i fill e  ?  Ought  the  colonies  at 
that  time,  inftead  of  ailing  as  they  did,  to  have  trufted  for 

relief, 
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relief,  to  the  fortultous.events  of  futurity  ?  If  it  is  needlefs 
to  fpeak  of  rights”  now,  it  was  as  needlefs  then.  If  the 
behavior  of  the  colonies  was  prudent  and  glorious  then,  and 
fnccefsfu]  too  ;  it  will  be  equally  prudent  and  glorious  to  a<5l 
the  fame  manner  now,  if  our  rights  are  equally  invaded, 
and  may  be  as  fuccefsfuf.  Therefore  it  becomes  neceffary 
to  enquire,  whether  “  our  rights  are  invaded.”  To  talk  of 
44  defending”  them,  as  if  they  could  be  no  otherwife  “  defend¬ 
ed’'  than  by  arms,  is  as  much  out  of  the  way,  as  if  a  man  ha¬ 
ving  a  choice  of  Several  roads  to  reach  his  journey’s  end,  fhould 
prefer  the  word, for  no  other  reafon,  but  becaufe  it  is  the  word. 

As  to  “  riots  and  tumults,”  the  gentlemen  who  *are  fo 
apprehenfive  of  them,  are  much  miftaken,  if  they  think,  that 
grievances  cannot  be  redreffed  without  fuch  aflidance. 

I  will  now  tell  the  gentlemen,  what  is  “  the  meaning  of 
thefe  letters.”  The  meaning  of  them  is,  to  convince  the 
people  of  thefe  colonies,  that  they  are  at  this  moment  expo- 
fed  to  themoft  imminent  dangers  ;  and  to  perfuade  them  im¬ 
mediately,  vigoroufly,  and  unanimoufly,  to  exert  themfelves,  in 
the  mofi:  firm,  but  moft  peaceable  manner,  for  obtaining  relief. 

The  caufemf  liberty  is  a  caufe  of  too  much  dignity,  to  be 
fullied  by  turbulence  and  tumult.  It  ought  to  be  maintain¬ 
ed  in  a  manner  fuitable  to  her  nature.  ThoTe  who  engage 
in  it,  fhould  breathe  a  fedatc,  yet  fervent  fpirit,  animating 
them  to  actions  of  prudence,  juftice,  modefty,  bravery,  hu¬ 
manity,  and  magnanimity. 

To  fuch  a  wonderful  degree  were  the  antient  Spartans ,  as 
brave  and  free  a  people  as  ever  exifted,  infpired  by  this  happy 
temperature  of  foul,  that  rej  effing  even  in  their  battles  the  ufe 
of  trumpets,  and  other  infiruments  for  exciting  heat  and  rage, 
they  marched  up  to  fcenes  of  havock,  and  horror  with  the 
found  of  flutes,  to  the  tunes  of  which  their  lteps  kept  pace— — 
“  exhibiting,”  as  Plutarch  fays,  “  at  once  a  terrible  and  de¬ 
lightful  fight,  and  proceeding  with  a  deliberate  valor,  full  of 
hope  and  good  affurance,  as  if  fome  divinity  had  lenlibly 
afliited  them.” 

I  hope,  my  dear  countrymen,  that  you  will,  in  every  colo¬ 
ny,  be  upon  your  guard;  againft  th ofe,  who  may  at  any  time 
endeavour  toftiryouup,  under  pretences  of  patriotism,  toany 
meafure  difreipecltul  to  our  Sovereign  and  our  morher  coun¬ 
try.  Hot,  rafh,  diforderly  proceedings,  injure  the  reputation 
of  a  people,  astowifdom,  valor  and  virtue,  without  procu¬ 
ring  them  the  lead  benefit.  I  pray  GOD,  that  he  may  be 
pleafed  to  infpire  you  and  your  pofterity,  to  the  late  If  ages, 

with 

*  Plutarch  in  the  life  of  lycurgus,  Archbiihop  Ptfftf^Arch*elogU 
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with  a  {pint  of  which  I  have  an  idea,  that.  I  find  a  difficulty 
to  exprefs.  To  exprefs  it  in  the  beft  manner  I  can,  I  mean  a 
fpirit,  that  {hail  fo  guide  you,  that  it  will  be  impoffibie  to  de¬ 
termine  whether  an  Americans  chara&er  is  moft  diftingui- 
fhable,  for  his  loyalty  to  his  Sovereign,  his  duty  to  his  mother 
country,  his_love  of  freedom,  or  his  affection  for  his  native  foil. 

Every  government  at  tome  time  or  other  falls  into  wrong 
meafures.  Thefe  may  proceed  from  miftake  or  pafiion,  But 
every  fuch  meaiure  does  not  diffolve  the  obligation  between 
the  governors  and  the  governed.  The  miftake  may  be  cor- 
re&ed  ,  the  paffion  may  lublide.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  gover¬ 
ned  to  endeavour  to  r.e&ifv  the  mi  hake,  and  to  appeafe  the 
pafiion.  They  have  not  at  fir  ft  any  other  right,  than  to  re- 
prefent  their  grievances,  and  to  pray  for  redrefs,  unlefs  an 
emeigence  is  lo  prefimg,  as  not  to  allow  time  for  receiving  an 
anfwer  to  their  applications,  which  rarely  happens.  If  their 
applications  are  diffegarded,  then  that  kind  of  c ppoftiou  be¬ 
comes  juftifiable,  which  can  be  made  without  breaking  the 
laws,  or  difturbing  the  public  peace.  This  confifts  in  the 
p}  evention  of  t be  oppr ejj or s  r taping  advantage  from  their  oppref[i~ 
cns>  and  not  in  their  punifhment.  For  experience  may  teach 
them,  whagrealon  did  not ;  and  harfh  methods  cannot  be  pro¬ 
per,  till  milder  ones  have  failed. 

If  at  length  it  becomes  undoubted,  that  an  inveterate 
refoiution  is  formed  to  annihilate  the  liberties  of  the  govern¬ 
ed,  the  Englifh  hiftory  affords  frequent  examples  of  reliftance 
by  force.  What  particular  circumfLinces  will  m  any  future 
cafejuftify  fuch  refinance,  can  never  be  afeertained,  till  they 
happen.  Perhaps  itmay  be  allowable  to  fay  generally,  that 
it  never  can  be  jufiifiable,  until  the  people  are  fu  l  l  y  con¬ 
vinced,  that  any  further  fubmifiion  will  be  deftructve  to 
their  happinefs. 

When  the  appeal  is  made  to  the  fword,  highly  probable 
is  it,  that  the  punifhment  will  exceed  the  offence  ;  and  the  ca¬ 
lamities  attending  on  war  out* weigh  thole  preceding  it, 
Thefe  confiderations  of  juftiepe  and  prudence,  will  always 
have  great  influence  with  good  and  wife  men. 

To  thefe  reflections  on  this  fubjeeft,  it  remains  tobeadded, 
and  ought  for  ever  to  be  remembered,  that  reliftance,  in  the 
cafe  of  colonies  againll  their  mother  country,  is  extremely 
different  from  the  reliftance  of  a  people  againll  their  prince. 
A  nation  may  change  their  king,  orraccof  kings,  and,  retain¬ 
ing  their  antient  form  of  government,  be  gainers  by  chang¬ 
ing.  Thus  Great  ~B  ritain,  under  the  iliuftrious  houfe  of 
Brunf<wick}  a  hou*f-  that,  feems  to  flourifli  fur  the  liappinefs  of 
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mankind,  has  found  a  felicity,,  unknown  in  the  reigns  of  the* 
Stewarts.  But  if  once  we  are  feparated  from  our  mother 
cbuntry,  what  new  form  of  government  fhall  we  adopt,  or 
where  fhall  we  find  another  Britain ,  to  fupply  our  lofs  if 
Torn  from  the  body,  to  which  we  are  united  by  religion, 
liberty,  laws,  affedions,  relation,  language  and  commerces 
we  m«(l  bleed  at  every  vein.  % 

In  truth- --the  prosperity  of  thefe  provinces  is  founded  in 
their  dependance  on  Great- Britain  ;  and  when  (he  returns, 
to  her  <£  old  good  humour,  and' her  old  goodnature, ”  as. 
Lord  Clarendon  exprefles  it,  I  hope  they  will  always  think  it 
their  duty  and  intereft,  as  it  molt  certainly  will  be,  to  pro 
mote  her  welfare  by  all  the  means  in  their  power. 

We  cannot  ad  with  too  much  caution  in  our  difputes. 
Anger  produces  anger  ;  and  differences,  that  might  be  acco¬ 
modated  by  kind  &  refpedful  behaviour,  may  by  imprudence, 
be  enlarged  to  an  incurable  rage.  In  quarrels  between  coun¬ 
tries,  as  well  as  in  thole  between  individuals,  when  they  have 
rifen  to  a  certain  height,  the  fir  ft  caufe  of  diffenfionisno  longer 
'  remembered, the  minds  of  the  parties  being  wholly  engaged  in, 
recollecting  and  relenting  die  mutual  expreffions  of  their  diflike. 
When  feuds  have  reached  that  fatal  point,  all  confiderations  o£ 
reafon  and  equity  vanifh  ;  and  a  blind  fury  governs, or  rather 
confounds  all  things.  A  people  no  longer  regards  their  in¬ 
tereft,  but  the  gratification  of  their  wraths  The  fvvay  of  the. 
*  Cleons  &  Clo dins' s,  the  defigping  and  deteftable  flatterers  of 
the  prevailing  pajfion,  becomes  confirmed.  Wife  8t  good  men 
in  vain  oppofe  the  ftorm,  and  may  think  themfelves  fortunate* 
if,  in  attempting  to  preferve  their  ungrateful  fellow  citizens, 
they  do  not  ruin  themfelves.  Their  prudence  will  be  called 
bcifenefs  ;  their  moderation  will  be  called  guilt  ;  and  if  their 
virtue  does  not  lead  them  to  deftrudion,  as  that  of  many  o- 
ther  great  and  excellent  perfons  lias  done, they  may  furvive  to 
receive  from  their  expiring  country  the  mournful  glory  of  her 
acknowledgment,  that  their  counfelsy  if  regarded,  would  have 
faved  her. 

The  conftitutional'  modes  of  obtaining  relief,  are  thofe  which 
I  wifh  to  feepurfued  on  the  prefent  occafion  ;  that  is,  by  peti¬ 
tions  of  our  affemblies,  or  where  they  are  not  permitted  to 
meet^of  the  people,  to  the  powers  that  can  afford  us  relief. 

We  have  an  excellent  prince,  in  whofe good  difpofitions  t on¬ 
wards  us  we  may  confide.  We  have  a  generous,  fienfible 
and  humane  natio  i,  to  whom  we  may  apply.  They  may  be 

deceived, 

*  Cleon  was  a  popular  firebrand  of  Athens ,  and  Clodius  of  Rome  \ 
sach  of  whom  plunged  his  country  .into  the  derpell  calamities. 
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deceived.  They  may,  'by  artful  men,  be  provoked  to  anger 
againft  us.  I  cannot  believe  they  will  be  cruel  or  unjuft  ;  or 
that  their  anger  will  be  implacable.  Let  us  behave  like  du¬ 
tiful  children,  who  have  received  unmerited  blows  from  a  be¬ 
loved  parent.  Let  us  complain  to  our  .parent  ;  but  let  our 
'complaints  fpcak  at  the  fame  time  the  language  of  affliction 
and  veneration. 

If,  hovgpver,  it  fhall  happen,  by  an  unfortunate  courfe  of 
affairs  that  our  applications  to  his  Majefty  and  the  parliament 
for  redrefs,  prove  mefFe&ual,  let  us  then  take  another 
by  withholding  from  Great-Britian  all  the  advantages  ftie 
has  been  ufed  to  receive  from  us.  Then  let  us  try,  if  our 
ingenuity,  induftry,  and  frugality,  will  not  give  weight  to 
our  remonftrances.  Let  us  all  be  united  with  one  fpirit,  in 

one  caufe.  Let  us  invent-- --let  us  work - -let  us  fave----~ 

Jet  us,  continually,  keep  our  claim,  and  inceflantly  repeat  our 

complaints . But,  above  all,  let  us  implore  the  protection 

of  that  infinitely  good  and  gracious  being,  rj*  “  by  whom 
Jdngs  reign,  and  princes  decree  juftice.” 

Ni l  difpera ndum. 

^Nothing  is  to  be  defpaired  of. 

A  FARMER. 

f  Pk.OV.  vili .  -15. 
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My  dear  Countrymen, 

AIM  objection,  ‘I  hear, 'has  been  made  againft  my  fecond 
letter,  which  I  would  willingly  clear  up  before  T  pro¬ 
ceed.  u  There  is,”  fay  thefe  objectors,  “  a  material 
'difference  between  the  Stamp- /lei  and  the  late  AG  for  laying 
a  duty  on  paper,  lyc.  that  j  uftiftes  the  conduct  of  tbofe  who 
pppofed  the  former,  and  yet  are  willing  to  fubmit  to  the  latter*. 
The  du  ties  impofed  by  the  Stamp-  AG  were  internal  taxes  ; 
’but  the  p  re  Tent  are  external ,  and  therefore  the  parliament 
may  have  a  right  to  impofe  them.” 

To  this  X  anfwer,  wkh  a  total  denial  of  the  power  of 
..parliament  to  lay  upon  thele  colonies  any  “  tax"  whatever. 

This  point,  being  fb  important  to  this,  and  to  fucceeding. 
generations,  I  wifh  to  be  clearly  tinderftood. 

To  the  word  <«  tax”  I  annex  that  meaning  which  the  con- 
ftuuuon  and  hiftory  of  Ena  land  require  to  be  annexed  to  if  ; 
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thru  is- --that  it  is  antmpojition  on  the  fuhj eft ,  for  the  foie  pur - 

P°je  of  levying  money. 

In  ih<3  early  ages  of  our  monarchy,  certain  fervices  were 
rendered  to  the  crown^/pr  the  general  good .  Thefe  wereper- 
jCojial  *  :  But,  in  procels  of  time,  fuch  inllitutions  being  found 
inconvenient,  gift,  and  grants  of  their  own  property  were 
made  by  the  people,  under  the  feveral  names  of  aids,  talla¬ 
ges,  talks,  taxes  and  fubfidies,  Igc.  Ehe  e  were  made,  as  may 
be  collected  exen  from  the  names,  for  puhlick  fervice  upon 
“  need  and  neceility  All  thefe  fums  were  levied  upon 
the  people  by  virtue  of  their  voluntary  gift  f.  Their  defign 
was  to  fupport  the  nationaj  honour  and  interef .  Some  of 
thofe  grants  comprehended  duties  arifing  from  trade  ;  being 

impofts 

It  is  very  worthy  of  remark,  how  watchful  our  wife  anceftors 
were,  led  their  fer-vices  flronld  be  encouraged  beyond  what  the  law 
allowed.  No  man  was  bound  to  go  out  of  the  realm  to  ferve  the  King-. 
I  herefore,  even  in  the  conquering  reign  of  Henry  the  Fifth ,  when  the 
martial  fpirit  of  the  nation  was  highly  enfiamed  by  the  heroic  courage 
of  their  Prince,  and  by  his  great  luccefs,  they  ffill  carefully  guarded 
againff  the  eftablilhment  of  illegal  fervices.  “  When  this  point  (fays 
Lord  Chief  Jullice  Coke )  concerning  maintenance  of  wars  out  of 
Englaeid,  came  in  queftion,  the  commons  did  make  their  continual 
claitn  of  their  antient  freedom  and  birthright ,  as  in  the  fir  ft  of  Henry 
the  Fifth ,  and  in  the  feventh  of  Henry  the  Fifth ,  &c.  the  commons 
made  a  PROTEST,  that  they  were  not  bound  to  the  maintenance 
of  war  in  Scotland ,  Ireland ,  Calice ,  France ,  Normandy ,  or  other  foreign 
parts,  and  caufed  their  PROTESTS  to  be  entered  into  the  parliament 
rolls,  where  they  yet  remain  ;  which,  in  effect,  agreeth  with  that 
which,  upon  like  occafion,  was  made  in  the  parliament  of  25th 
Edward  IP’  2d  In  ft.  p.  52S. 

f  4th  Inft.  p.  28. 

X  Reges  Angliae,  nihil  tale ,  nifi  convene  atis  primis  ordinibus ,  et  ajfen - 
it  edte.  populo  fufcipiunt .  Phil.  Co  mines.  2d  Fuji. 

Thefe  gifts  entirely  depending  on  the  pleafure  of  the  donors,  were 
proportioned  to  the  abilities  of  the  feveral* ranks  of  people  who  gave, 
and  were  regulated  by  their  opinion  of  the  public  neceftities.  Thus 
Edward  I.  had  in  his  11th  year  a  thirtieth  from  the  laity,  a  twentieth 

r  1  r  ?  ..in  .1  r  •  .  /*  .  1  r 


England . 

The  fame  difference  in  the  grants  of  the  feveral  ranks  is  obferva- 
able  in  other  reigns. 

In  the  famous  ]} a tute  de  t allagio  non  concede?! do,  the  king  enumerates 
the  feveral  claffes ,  without  whole  confent,  he  and  his  heirs  never  Humid 
Lt  or  levy  any  rax—"  nullum  taUagium ,  <vcl  auxiliuin  per  nos,  <vel 
keeredes  no  fires  in  rev  no  nofro  ponatur  feu  levjelur,  fne  veolunt  ale  et 
af'cnfu  nrehiepife oporum ,  epifccporum ,  comitum ,  baronum,  mil: turn,  tore. 

g'.nfum,  et  aliorum  liber  urum  com.  dc  a  goo  uoj  ro."  34-th  Edward  I. 

Lord 
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impofts  on  merchandizes.  Thefe  LordChief  juftice  Coke  claf- 
fes  under  “  fublidies,”  and  “  parliamentary  aids.”  They 
are  alfo  called  “  cuftoms.”  But  whatever  the  name  was,  they 
were  a  (ways  confidered  as  gifts  of  the  people  to  the  crown,  to 
he  employed  for  public  ufes . 

Commerce  was  at  a  low  ebb,  and  furpvizing  inltances 
might  be  produced  how  little  it  was  attended  to  for  a  fuc- 
cemon  of  ages.  The  terms  that  have  been  mentioned,  and, 
among  the  reft,  that  of  “  tax,”  had  obtained  a  national,  par¬ 
liamentary  meaning,  drawn  from  the  principles  of  the  con- 
uitution,  long  before  any  En'glijhman  thought  of  impofition  of 
duties ,  for  the  regulation  of  trade. 

Whenever  we  fpeak  of  “taxes”  among  Englifhmen,  let 
us  therefore  fpeak  of  them  with  reference  to  the  principles 
on  which,  and  the  intentions  with  which  they  have  been 
eftabiifhed.  This  Will  give  certainty  to  our  exprelhon,  and 
fafety  to  our  conduct :  But  if,  when  we  have  in>iew  the  li¬ 
berty  of  thefe  colonies,  we  proceed  in  any  other  courfe,  ws 
purfue  a  Juno  ||  indeed,  but  fhall  only  catch  a. cloud. 

In  the  national,  parliamentary  fenfe  infilled  on,  the  word 
“  tax§”  was  certainly  underftood  by  the  congrefs  at  New- 
Tork,  whole  refolves  may  be  faid  to  form  the  American  “bill 
of  rights.” 

The  third,  fourth,  fifth,  and  fixth  refolves,  are  thus  exprefied. 

III.  “  That  it  is  infeparably  effential  to  the  freedo?n  of  a 
people ,  and  the  undoubted  right  of  Englifhmen,  that  *  NO  T  AX 
be  impofed  on  them,  but  with  their  own  confent,  given  perfo- 
nally,  or  by  their  reprefentatives,” 

IV.  “  That  the  people  of  the  colonies  are  not,  and  from 
their  local  circumftances,-  cannot  be  reprefented  in  the  houfe 
of  commons  in  Great- Britain  A 

V.  “  That 


<c 


Lord  Chief  Juftice  Coke,  in  Ins  comment  on  thefe  word",  fays— - 
for  the  quieting  of  the  commons,  and  for  a  perpetual  and  confldnt 
law  for  ewer  after,  both  in  this  and  other  like  cases,  this 
was  made.”  Thefe  words  are  plain,  without  any  scruple, 
abfoiute,  without  any  saving."  2d  Coke" s  Inft.  p,  532,  533. 
Little  did  the  ve  *  able  judge  imagine,  that  “  other  like  cafes "  would 
happen,  in  which  the  fpirit  of  this  law  would  be  dtlpifed  by  Englijh- 
men,  the  pofferity  of  thofe  who  made  it. 

||  The  Goddefs  of  Empire,  in  the  Heathen  Mythology  ;  according 
to  an  antient  fable,  Ixion  purfued  her,  but  fhe  efcaped  in  a  cloud. 

f  In  this  fenfe  Montefquieu  ul’es  the  word  “  tax"  in  his  13th  book 
ot  Spirit  of  Laws, 

*  d  he  rough  draught  of  the  refolves  of  the  congrefs  at  New-Yorh 
are  now  in  my  hands,  and  from  fome  notes  on  that  draught,  and 
other  particular  reafons,  I  am  fatisfied,  that  the  congrcls  underftood 
the  word  “  tax  "  in  the  fenfe  here  contended  for. 
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V.  c<  T h  4 t  the  only  reprefentatives  of  the  people  of  the 
colonies,  are  the  perlons  chofen  therein  by  themfelves  ;  and 
’Chat,  NO  TAXES  ever  have  been,  or  can  be  conftitutional- 
dy  im poled  on  them,  but  by  their  refpe&ive  legifUtures.” 

VI,  “  That  all  fup  plies  to  the  crown,  being  free  gifts 
of  the ‘people,  it  is  unreafonable,  and inconfftent  with'the  prin¬ 
ciples  and  fpirit  of  the  Sr'itiihconf  i  tut  ion  for  the  people  of  Great 
X Britain  to  gra  t  to  hisMajefty  the  property  of  t  he  colonies.” 

Here  is-no  diftindiion  made  between  infernal  and  external 
laxes.  It  is  evident  from  the  fhort  reafoning  thrown  into 
Hiefe  refolves,  that  every  impofition  “  to  grant  to  his  Majefty 
the  property  of  the  colonies ,”  was  thought  a  “tax  ;  ”  and  that 
overy  fuch  impofition,  if  laid  any  other  way,  than  “  with  their 
•confent,  given  perfonally,  or  by  their  reprefentative,”  was  not 
'Only  “  unreafon able, and  inconfiftent  with  the  principles  and 
dpirit  of  the  Britijh  conftkution,”  but  deftrudtive  “  to  the 
•freedom  of  a  people.” 

This  language  is  clearand  important.  A  “tax  ’’means 
:&n  impofition  to  raife  money.  Such  perfons  therefore  as  fpeak 
‘Oi  internal  and  external  “  taxes,”  1  pray  may  pardon  me,  if 
I  object  to  that  expreftion,  as  applied  to  the  privileges  and  inte- 
arefts of  thefe  colonies.  There  may  be  internal  and  external 
impositions,  founded  on  diferent  principles ,  and  having 
different  tendencies  ;  every  <c  tax  ”  being  an  impofition,  tho' 
-every  impofition  is  not  a  “  tax.”  But  all  taxes  are  founded  on 
•the  fame  principle  ;  and  have  the  fame  -tendency . 

External  impofitions,  for  the  regulation  of  our  trade,  do 
Tiot  “  grant  to  hisMajefty  the  property  of the, colonies .”  They 
ronly  prevent  the  colonies  acquiring  property ,  in  things  not  ne- 
-ceffary,  in  a  manner  judged  to  be  injurious  to  the  welfare  of 
the  whole  empire.  But  the  la  ft  ftatute  refpe&'ing  us,  “  grants 
<to  his  Majefiy  the  property  of  the  colonies ,”  by  laying  duties 
£>n  the  manufactures  of  Great  Brit  tan  which  they  must  take, 
^and  which  the  fettled  them, on  purpofs  that  they  shoul  d  take. 

What  #  tax  can  be  more  internal  than  this  !  Here  is  money 

»  drawn, 


*  It  feems  to  be  evident,  that  Mr.  Pitt ,  in  his  defence  of  America , 
during  the  debate  concernirtg  the  repeal  of  the  Sta  *  Act, by  “  internal 
.Jaxes,”  meant  any  duties  4i  for  the  purpoie  of  railing  a  revenue 
and  by  “  external  taxes,'”  meant  duties  impofed  t£  for  the  regulation 
of  trade.’'  His  exprefHons  are  thefe — “  If  the  gentleman  does  not 
Ain der (land  the  difference  between  internal  and  .external  taxes,  1  can¬ 
not  help  it  ;  but  there  is  a  plain  diftinelion  between  taxes  levied  FOR. 
THE  PURPOSES  OF  RAISING  A  REVENUE,  and  duties  iir.poled  10R 
the  REGULATION  OF  TRADE,  for  the  accommodation  of  the  fub- 
altho’  in  the  confluences,  fome  revenue  might  incidentally 

the  la  tier,  ,  „ 
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drawn,  without  their  confent ,  from  a  fociety,  who  have  cemv 
flantly  enjoyed  a  conftitutional  mode  of  raifiTig  all  money  a- 
mong  themlelves.  The  payment  of  this  tax  they  have  no* 
pofiible  method  of  avoiding  ;  as  they  cannot  do  without  the 
commodities  on  which  it  is  laid,  and  they  cannot  manufacture: 
thefe  commodities  themfelves.  Befides,  if  this  unhappy 
country  fhould  be  fo  lucky  as  to  elude  this  aft,  by  getting: 
parchment  enough,  in  the  place  of  paper,  or  by  reviving  the 
antient  method  of  writing  on  wax  and  bark,  and  by  inventing 

fame  thing 

Thefe  words  were  in  Mr.  Pitfa  reply  to  Mr. Greenville,  who  ibid*; 
he  could  not  underhand  the  difference  between  external  and  internal, 
taxes. 

In  every  other  part  of  his  fpeeches  on  that  occafion,  his  words  con¬ 
firm  this  con Itru Ction  of  his  expreffions.  The  following  extracts  will 
fhew  how  pofitive  and  general  were  his  affertions  of  our  right. 

“  It  is  my  opinion,  that  this  kingdom  has  NO  right  to  lay  a  tax 
upon  the  colonies.” — »<£  The  Americans  are  tire  sx?ns,.  not  the  bas- 
1  ards  of  England.  Taxation  is  no  part  of  the  governing  or 
legijiative  power  . — .  s  The  taxes  are  a  voluntary  gift  and  grant  of 
tfte  commons  alone.  In  legislation  the  three  effates  of  the 
tne  realm  are  alike  concerned,  hut  the  concurrence  of  the  peters  and 
the  crown  to  a  tax,  .is  only  neceffary  to  clofe  with  the  form  of  as. 

law.  ^  The  gift  and.  grant  is  of  the  commons  alone.” - - 

“  7  he  dif  motion  between  legislation  ^taxation  is  efjentially 

neceffary  to  liberty."- - <£  The  commons  of  America ,  reprefented 

in  their  feveral  aflemblies,  have  ever  been  in  pofieilion  of  the  exercife 
of  this  their  conftitutional  rights  of  giving  and  granting  their 
own  money.  'They  would  have  been  S LAVE S ,  if  they  had  not  enr- 
joyed  it  f  “  The  idea  of’  a  virtual  representation  of  America  in  this, 
houfe,  is  the  mod  contemptible  idea  that  ever  entered  into  the  head  o£ 
man.- — It  does  not  deferve  a  ferious  refutation.” 

^  He  afterwards  fliews  the  unreafonablenefs  of  Great-Britain  taxing 
America,  thus — When  I  had  the  honor  of  ferving  his  Tvliieffy,  £ 
availed  myfelf  of  the  means  of  information, , which  I  derived  from  my 
oflice,  I  speak  therefore  F?.OM  KNOWLEDGE.  My  materials 
were  good.  I  was  at  pains  to  collect,  to  digefi,  l*>  conftier  them  ;  and 
I  will  he  bold  to  affirm,  that  the  profit  to  Great-Britain  from  the  trade 
or  the  colonies, through,  ail  its  branchesps  two  millions  a  year.* 
This  is  the  fund  that  carried' you  triumphantly  through  the  lalf  warn 
The  effates  that  were  rented  at  two  thouland  pounds  a  year,  three- 
fcore  years  ago,  are  three  thoufand  pounds  at  prefent..  Thofe  effates 
fold  then  from  fifteen  to  eighteen  years  purchafe  ;  the  fame  may  now- 
be  fold  for  thirty.  You  owe  this  to  America.  This  is  thk 
price  that  America  pays  you  for  her  protection.”— 
I  dare  not  fay  how  much  higher  thefe  profits  may  be  augmented.1! 
*“  il  Upon  the  whole,  I  will  beg  leave  to  tell  the  houfe  what. is  really 
my  opinion  ;  it  is,  that  the  Stamp-  Aft  be  repealed  abfolutely,  totally* 
and  inwujedintely.  That  the  reafon  for  the  repeal  be  afligned>ubeca$Uifc 
it  was  fo  untied  on  an  E  tut  o  N.  ecus  p  ju  n.*c  i  p  le 
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fomething  to  ferve  inftead  of  glafs,  her  ingenuity  would  Hand 
her  in  little  Head  ;  for  then  the  parliament  would  have  no¬ 
thing  to  do  but  to  prohibit  fuch  manufactures,  or  to  lay  a 
tax  on  hats  and  'woollen  cloths ,  which  they  have  already  pro¬ 
hibited  the  colonics  front  fupplying  each  other  •with  ;  or  on  in- 
(Iruments  and  tools  of  feel  and  iron,  which  they  have  prohi¬ 
bited  the  provincial  $  from  manufafiuring  at  all  f  :  And  then, 
what  little  gold  and  filver  they  have,  muft  be  torn  from  their 
hands,  or  they  will  not  be  able,  in  a  fhort  time,  to  get  an 
ax  J,  for  cutting  their  firewood,  nor  a  plough,  for  raifing 
their  food.  In  what  refpeCt,  therefore,  I  beg  leave  to  afk,  is 
the  late  a<5t  preferable  to  the  Stamp- Aft ,  or  more  confident 
with  the  liberties  of  the  colonies  ?  For  my  own  part,  I  re¬ 
gard  them  both  with  equal  apprehenfion  ;  and  think  they 
ought  to  be  in  the  fame  manner  oppofed. 

Halemus  quidem  fenatus  confultutn - -- tanquam 

gladium  in  vagina  rep  of  turn. 

We  have  a  ftatute,  laid  up  for  future  rife,  like  a  fwcrd 
in  the  fcabbard. 


A  FARMER 


f  tc  And  that  pig  and  bar  iron,  made  in  his  Majefty’s  colonies  ia 
America,  may  be  further  manufactured  in  this  kingdom, 
be  it  further  enabled  by  the  authority  aforefaid, that  from  and  after  the 
twenty-fourth  day  of  June,  1750,  no  mill,  or  other  engine ,  (or  fitting 
or  rolling  of  iron ,  or  any  plating  forge ,  to  work  with  a  tilt  hammer , 
or  any  furnace  for  making  feel,  (hall  be  ereCfed  j  or,  after  fuch  erec¬ 
tion,  continuediN  any  of  hisMajest*  ’s  colonies  in  America.' ” 
13d  George  II.  Chap.  29,  Sec!.  9. 

|  Tho’  thefe  particulars  are  mentioned  as  being  abfolutely  necef- 
fary,  yet  perhaps  they  are  not  more  fo  than  glafs  in  our  fevere  win¬ 
ters,  to  keep  out  the  cold  from  our  houfes  ;  or  than  paper,  without 
which  fuch  inexpreffible  confufions  mull  enfue. 
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My  dear  Countrymen, 

PERHAPS  the  objeaion  to  the  late  aft,  impofing  da*, 
ties  upon  paper,  might  have  been  fafel-y  relied  on 
the  argument  drawn  from  the  univerfal  conduct  of  par¬ 
liaments  and  minifters,  from  the  fir  ft:  exigence  of  thefe  colo¬ 
nies,  to  the  adminiftration  of  Mr.  Greenville. 

What  but  the  indiiputable,  the  acknowledged  exclufive 
right  of  the  colonies  to  tax  themfelves,  could  be"  the  reafon, 
that  in  this  long  period  of  more  than  one  hundred  and  fifty 
years,  no  ftatute  was  ever  palled  for  the  foie  purpofe  of  rai¬ 
ling  a  revenue  on  the  colonies  ?  And  how  clear,  how  cogent 
mull  that  reafon  be,  to  which  every  parliament,  and  every 
minifter,  for  fo  long  a  time  fubmitted,  without  a  fin  He  at¬ 
tempt  to  innovate  ? 

England,  in  part  of  that  courfe  of  years,  and  Great -Bri¬ 
tain)  in  other  parts,  was  engaged  in  feveral  fierce  and  expen¬ 
se  wars  ;  troubled  with  fome  tumultuous  and  bold  parlia¬ 
ments  ;  governed  by  many  daring  and  wicked  minifters  ;  yet 
none  of  them  ever  ventured  to  touch  the  Palladium  of  Ame¬ 
rican  liberty.  Ambition,  avarice,  faction,  tyranny,  all  reve¬ 
red  it.  Whenever  it  was  neceffary  to  raife  money  on  the  co¬ 
lonies,  the  requifitions  of  the  crown  were  made,  and  dutiful¬ 
ly  complied  with.  The  parliament,  from  time  to  time,  regu¬ 
lated  their  trade,  and  that  of  the  reft  of  the  empire,  topreferve 
their  dependance  ,and  the  connexion  of  the  whole  in  good  order. 

The  people  of  Great-Britain ,  in  fupport  of  their  privi¬ 
leges,  boaft  much  of  their  antiquity.  It  is  true  they  are  anti- 
ent  ;  yet  it  may  well  be  queftioned,  if  there  is  a  fingle  privi¬ 
lege  of  a  Britijh  fubjedf,  fupported  by  longer,  more  folemn, 
or  more  uninterrupted  teftimony,  than  the  exclufive  right  of 
taxation  in  thefe  colonies.  1  he  people  of  Great  -  Britain  con- 
fider  that  kingdom  as  the  fovereign  of  thefe  colonies,  and 
would  now  annex  to  that  fovereignty  a  prerogative  never 
heard  of  before.  How  would  they"  bear  this, was  the  cafe  their 
own  :  What  would  they  think  of  a  nenv  prerogative  claimed 
by  the  crown  ?  We  may  guefs  what  their  conduct  would  be, 
from  tne  tranfports  of  paftion  into  which  they  fell  about  the 
late  embargo,  tho’  laid  to  relieve  the  moft  emergent  necefli- 
ties  of  date,  admitting  of  no  delay  ;  and  for  which  there  were 
numerous  precedents.  Let  our  liberties  be  treated  with  the 
larne  tendernefs,  and  it  is  all  we  defire. 

Ex pl  i  c  i  t  as^he  conduct  of  parliaments,  for  fo  many  ages, 
is;  to  prove  that  no  money  can  be  levied  on  thefe  colonies  by 
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parliament,  for  the  purpofe  of  r.aifmg  a  revenue,,  yet  it  is  nctr 
the  only  evidence  in  our  favour. 

Every  one  of  the  mod  material  arguments  againft  the 
legality  of  the  Stamp- Aft,  operates  with  equal  force  againft: 
the  a <51  now  obje&ed  to  ;  but  as  they  are  well  known,  itfeems 
Hnneceffary  to  repeat  them  here. 

This  general  one  only  fhall  be  confidered  at  prefent  : 
That  tho’  thefe  colonies  are  dependent  on  Great-  Britain  ; 
and  tho’  fhe  has  a  legal  power  to  make  laws  for  preferving 
that  dependence  ;  yet  it  is  not  neceifary  for  this  purpofe,  nor 
dfential  to  the  relation  between  a  mother  country  and  her 
colonies,  as  was  eagerly  contended  by  the  advocates  for  the 
Stamp-  Aft y  that  fhe  fhould  raife  money  on  them  without 
their  confent. 

Colonies  were  formerly  planted  by  warlike  nations  to 
keep  their  enemies  in  awe  ;  to  relieve  their  country,  over- 
burthened  with  inhabitants  ;  or  to  difeharge  a  number  of 
difeon tented  and  troublefome  citizens.  But  in  more  modern 
ages,  the  fpirit  of  violence  being,  in  fome  meafure,  if  the  ex- 
preffion  may  be  allowed,  fheathed  in  commerce,  colonies  have 
been  fettled  by  the  nations  of  Europe  for  the  purpofes  of  trade. 
Thefe  purpofes  were  to  be  attained,  by  the  colonies  raifmg 
for  their  mother  country  thofe  things  which  fhe  did  not  pro¬ 
duce  her  felf ;  and  by  fupplying  themfelves  from  her  with 
things  they  wanted.  Thele  were  the  national  objefts  in  the 
commencement  of  our  colonies,  and  have  been  uniformly  fo 
in  their  promotion. 

To  anfwer  thefe  grand  purpofes,perfe<ft  liberty  was  known 
to  be  neceifary  ;  allhiftory  proving,  that  trade  and  freedom 
are  nearly  related  to  each  other.  By  a  due  regard  to  this 
wife  and  juft  plan,  the  infant  colonies,  expofed  in  the  un¬ 
known  climates  and  unexplored  wild  era  eifes  of  this  new 
world,  lived,  grew,  and  fbiirifhed. 

The  parent  country,  with  undevlatrng  prudence  and  vir¬ 
tue,  attentive  to  the  firft  principles  of  colonisation,  drew  to 
her  felf  the  benefits  fhe  might  reafonably  expert,  and  prefer- 
ved  to  her  children  tire  blefiings,  on  which  thofe  benefits 
were  founded.  She  made  laws,  obliging  her  colonies  to  car¬ 
ry  to  her  all  thofe  products  which  fhe  wanted  for  her  own 
ufe  ;  and  all  thofe  raw  materials  which  fhe  chofe  herfelf  to 
work  up.  Befides  this  reftri&ion,  fhe  forbad  them  to  pro¬ 
cure  mattufafl  tires  from  any  other  part  of  the  globe,  or  even 
the  pro  duffs  of  European  countries,  which  alone  could  rival 
her,  without  being  firft  brought  toiler.  In  fhort,  by  a  vari¬ 
ety  of  laws,  flie  regulated  their  trade  in  fjjch  a  manner  as  fhe 
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bought  mod  conducive  to  their  mutual  advantage,  and  her 
own  welfare.  A  power  was  referved  to  the  crown  of  repeal- 
ing  any  laws  that  ihould  be  ena.&ed  :  The  executive  authori¬ 
ty  of  government  was  alfo lodged  in  the  crown,  and  its  re¬ 
presentatives  ;  and  an  appeal  was  Secured  to  the  crown  from 
all  judgments  in  the  adminiftration  of  juftice. 

Tok.  all  thefe  powers,  eftablifhed  by  the  mother  country 
over  the  colonies  ;  for  all  thefe  immenfe  emoluments  derived 
by  her  from  them  ;  for  all  their  difficulties  and  diftreffes  in 
fixing  themfelves,  what  was  the  recompence  made  them  ?  A 
communication  of  her  rights  in  general,  and  particularly  of 

that  great  one,  the  foundation  of  all  the  reft - that  their 

property,  acquired  with  fo  much  pain  and  hazard,  fhould  be 
difpoled  of  by  none  but  *  themfelves- ---or,  to  ufe  the  beauti¬ 
ful  and  emphatic  language  of  the  facred  Scriptures  f  “  that 
they  fhould  fit  every  ?uav  under  his  vine,  and  under  his  fig- 
tree,  and  none  should  make  them  afraid. 

Can  any  man  of  candor  and  knowledge  deny,  that  thefe 
jnftitutions  form  an  affinity,  between  G reat -  B ritaiji  and  her 
colonies,  that  Sufficiently  Secures  their  dependence  upon  her  ? 
Or  that  for  her  to  levy  taxes  upon  them,  is  to  reverie  the  na¬ 
ture  of  things  ?  Or  that  She  can  purfue  fuch  a  meafure,  with¬ 
out  reducing  them  to  a  ftate  of  valfalage  ? 

If  any  perfon  cannot  conceive  the  Supremacy  of  G  reat  -  Bri¬ 
tain  to  exift,  without  the  power  of  laying  taxes  to  levy  mo¬ 
ney  upon  11*,  the  hifloryof  the  colonies,  and  of  Great- Britain, 
fince  their  Settlement,  will  prove  the  contrary.  He  will  there 

find  the  amazing  advantages  arifing  to  her  froiyi  them - the 

conftant  exercife  of  her  Supremacy- --.-and  their  filial  fubmiffi- 
on  to  it,  without  a  Single  rebellion,  or  even  the  thought  of 

one,  from  their  firft  emigration  to  this  moment - And  all 

thefe  things  have  happened,  without  one  inftance  of  Great- 
Britain's  laying  taxes  to  levy  money  upon  them.. 

How  many  f  Britijh  authors  have  demonftrated,  that  the 
prefent  wealth,  power  and  glory  of  their  pountry#are  found- 
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The  power  of  taxing  themfelevesi  was  the  privilege  of  which 
the  EnglijfJj  were,  with  reason,  particularly  jealous  Hume's  Hip, 
of  England. 
f  Mzc.  iv.  4. 


t  It  has  been  Said  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  when  complaints 
^ave  been  made  of  the  decay  of  trade  to  any  part  of  Europe ,  (<  That 
inch  things  were  not  worth  regard,  as  Great -Brit,  in  was  poll- fed  of 
•Colonies  that  could  coplume  more  of  her  manufactures  than  fhe  was 
&bk  t<?  Supply  them  with.” 
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cd  uPon  thcfe  colonies  ?  As  conftantly  as  Creams  tend  to  the 
ocean,  have,  they  been  pouring  the  fruits  of  all  their  labors 
into  their  mother’s  lap.  Good  heaven  !  and  fhall  a  total 
oblivion  of  former  tenderndfes  and  bleffings,  be  fpread  over 

the 

“  As  the  cafe  now  hands,  we  fhall  {hew  that  the  plantations  are  a 
fpring  of  wealth  to  this  nation,  that  they  work  for  us,  that  their 
treasure  centers  Al  l  ile  r  e,  and  that  the  laws  have  tied  them  fall 
enough  to  us  $  ib  that  it  muft  be  through  our  own  fault  and  mifma- 
nagement,  it  they  become  independent  of  England .” 

Davenant  on  the  Plantation  Trade. 

“  It  is  better  that  the  inlands  fhould  be  fupplied  from  the  Northern 
Colonies  than  from  England  ;  for  this  reafon,  the  proviiions  we  might 
fend  to  Barbados ,  Jamaica ,  &c.  would  be  unitnproved  product  of  the 
earth,  as  grain  of  ail  kinds,  or  fuch  produCt  where  there  is  little  got 
by  the  improvement,  as  malt,  fait  beef  and  pork  ;  indeed  the  expor¬ 
tation  of  l’alt  flfh  thither  would  be  more  advantageous,  but  the  floods 
which  we  fend  to  the  Northern  Colonies ,  are  fuch,  whofe  improvement 
may  be  juftlv  laid,  one  with  another,  to  be  near  four  fifths  of  the  value 
ot  the  whole  commodity^  as  apparel,  houfhold  furniture,  and  many 
other  things.”  •  ^  Idem. 

“  New-England  is  the  moft  prejudicial  plantation  to  the  kingdom 
of  England  ;  and  yet,  to  do  right  to  that  moll  induftrious  Englijh  co¬ 
lony,  I  muft  confels,  that  though  we  lofe  by  their  unlimited  trade  with 
other  foreign  plantations,  yet  we  are  very  great  gainers  by  their  direCl 
trade  to  and  from  Old  England.  Our  yearly  exportations  of  Englijh 
manufactures,  malt  and  other  goods,  from  lienee  thither,  amounting, 
in  my  opinion,  to  ten  tunes  the  value  of  what  is  imported  from  thence  ; 
which  calculation  I  do  not  make  at  random,  but  upon  mature  confide- 
rationy  and  peradventure,  upon  as  much  experience  in  this  very  trade , 
as  any  other  perfon  will  pretend  to  ;  and  therefore,  whenever  reforma¬ 
tion  of  our  correfpondency  in  trade  with  that  people  fhall  be  thought 
on,  it  will,  in  my  poor  judgment,  require  great  tenderness, 
and  very  serious  circumspection.” 

Sir  Jo  si  ah  Child’/  Difcourfe  on  Trade. 

e<  Our  plantations  fpend  moftly  our  Englijh  manufactures,  and 
thole  of  all  forts  almofi  imaginable ,  in  egregious  quantities ,  and  employ 
near  two  thirds  of  all  our  Engli (h  /hipping  $  fo  that  we  have  more  peo¬ 
ple  in  England,  by  reafon  of  our  plantations  in  America."  Idem. 

Sir  Josiah  Child  fays,  in  another  part  of  his  work,  <(  That  not 
more  than  fifty  families  are  maintained  in  England  by  the  refining  of 
Cigar.”  From  whence,  and  from  what  Davenant  fays,  it  is  plain, 
that  the  advantages  here  faid  to  be  derived  from  the  plantations  by 
England,  muft  be  meant  chiefly  of  the  continental  colonies. 

“  I  fhall  fum  up  my  whole  remarks  on  our  American  colonies,  with 
this  obfervation,that  as  they  are  a  certain  annual  revenue  of  several 
millions  sterling  to  their  mother  country,  they  ought  carefully 
to  be  prote&ed,  duly  encouraged,  and  every  opportunity  that  prefents, 
improved  for  their  increment  and  advantage,  as  every  one  they  can 
poflibly  reap,  muft  at  laft  return  to  us  with  intereft.” 

BeawesV  Lex  Merc.  Red. 
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the  minds  of  a  good  and  wife  nation,  by  the  fordid  arts  of  In¬ 
triguing  men,  who,  covering  their  felfilh  projects  under  pre¬ 
tences  of  public  good,  firft  enrage  their  countrymen  into  a 
frenzy  of  paffion,  and  then  advance  their  own  influence  and 
in  t ere  ft,  by  gratifying  the  paffion,  which  they  themfelves  have 
bafely  excited.  Hitherto 

u  We  msy  fafely  advance,  that  our  trade  and  navigation  are  great¬ 
ly  encreafed  by  our  colonies,  and  that  they  really  are  a  fource  of  trea¬ 
sure  and  naval  power  to  this  kingdom,  fince  they  work  for  us, 
and  THEIR  TREASURE  centers  here.  Before  their  fettlement, 
our  manufactures  were  few,  and  thofe  but  indifferent  $  the  number 
©f  Englijh  merchants  very  final  1,  and  the  whole'fhipping  of  the  nation 
much  inferior  to  what  now  belongs  to  the  Northern  Colonies  only. 
Thefe  are  certain  faBs.  But  fince  their  eftablilhment,  our  condition 
has  altered  for  the  better,  almoft  to  a  degree  beyond  credibility. — Our 
manufactures  are  prodigioufly  encreafed,  chiefly  by  the  demand 
for  them  in  the  plantations,  where  they  at  least  take  off  one 
Half,  and  lupply  us  with  many  valuable  commodities  for  exporta¬ 
tion,  which  is  as  great  an  emolument  to  the  mother  kingdom,  as  to 
the  plantations  themfelves.” 

Postlethvvayt’j  Unity.  DiB.  of  Trade  and  Commerce . 

11  Moft  of  the  nations  of  Europe  have  interfered  with  us,  more  or 
lefs,  in  divers  of  our  ftaple  manufactures,  within  half  a  century,  not 
only  in  our  woolen,  but  in  our  lead  and  tin  manufactures,  as  well  as 
our  filheries.”  Postlethwayt,  ibid. 

ic  The  inhabitants  of  our  colonies,  by  carrying  on  a  trade  with 
their  foreign  neighbours ,  do  not  only  occafion  a  greater  quantity  of  the 
goods  and  merchandizes  of  Europe  being  fent  from  hence  to  them ,  and  a 
greater  quantity  of  the  produCt  of  America  to  be  fent  from  them  hi¬ 
ther,  'which  would  other 'wife  be  carried  from ,  and  brought  to  Europe 
by  foreigners ,  but  an  increafe  of  the  feamen  and  navigation  in  thofe 
parts,  which  is  of  great  ftrength  and  fecurity,  as  well  as  of  great  ad¬ 
vantage  to  our  plantations  in  general.  And  though  fame  of  our  colo¬ 
nies  are  not  only  for  preventing  the  importations  of  all  goods  of  the  fa?ne 
fpecies  they  produce ,  but  fufler  particular  planters  to  keep  great  runs  of 
land  in  their  pojj'efion  uncultivated ,  with  defign  to  prevent  new  fettle- 
ments,  whereby  they  imagine  the  prices  of  their  commodities  may  be 
afleCled  ;  yet  if  it  be  confidered,  that  the  markets  of  Great-Britain  de¬ 
pend  on  the  markets  of  all  Europe  in  general ,  and  that  the  European 
markets  in  general  depend  on  the  proportion  between  the  annual  con  - 
furnption  and  the  whole  quantity  of  each  fpecies  annually  produced  by 
all  nations  j  it  mu  ft  follow,  that  whether  we  or  foreigners  are  the 
producers,  carriers ,  importers  and  exporters  of  American  produce,  yet 
their  refpeCfive  prices  in  each  colony  (the  difference  of  freight,  cuftoms 
and  importations  confldered)  will  always  bear  proportion  to  the  gene¬ 
ral  confumption  of  the  whole  quantity  of  each  fort,  produced  in  all  co¬ 
lonies,  and  in  all  parts,  allowing  only  for  the  ufual  contingencies  that 
trade  and  commerce,  agriculture  and  manufactures,  are  liable  to  in  all 
countries.”  Postlethwayt,  ibid. 

tf  It  is  certain,  that  from  the  very  time  Sir  Walter  Raleigh,  the  fa¬ 
ther  of  our  Englijh  colonies,  and  his  aflbeiates,  ftrft  projeCfed  thefe 

establishment. 
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Hitherto  Great -Britain  has  been  contented  with  her 
profperity.  Moderation  has  been  the  rule  of  her  conduct. 
But  now,  a  generous  humane  people,  that  fo  often  has  pro¬ 
tected 

eftablifliments,  there  have  been  perfons  who  have  found  an  inter- 
eft,  in  mifreprefenting  or  leftening  the  value  of  them — The  attempts 
were  called  chimerical  and  dangerous.  Afterwards  many  malio-nant 
fuggeftions  were  made  about  lacr dicing  fo  many  Enghjhmen  to  the 
obftinate  defire  of  fettling  colonies  in  countries  which  then  produced 
very  little  advantage.  No  fooner  were  thefe  la?nentations  over,  but 
ethers  arofe  in  their  ftead  j  when  it  could  be  no  longer  faid,  that  the 
colonies  were  ufelefs ,  it  was  all-edged  that  they  were  not  ufeful  enough 
to  their  mother  country  ;  that  while  we  were  loaded  with  taxes,  they 
were  abfolutely  tree  j  that  the  planters  lived  like  princes,  while  the  in¬ 
habitants  of  England  laboured  hard  for  a  tolerable  fubliftence.” 

POSTLETHWAYT,  ibid \ 

€e  Before  the  fettleme.nt  of  thefe  colonies,”  fays  Pojllelhwayt ,  **  our 
manufactures  were  few,  and  thofe  but  indifferent.  In  thofe  days  we 
had  not  only  our  naval  ftores,  but  our  fhips  from  our  neighbours. 
Germany  furnifhed  us  with  all  things  made  of  metal,  even  to  nails. 
Wine,  paper,  linens,  and  a  thousand  other  things,  came  from  France . 
Portugal  fupplied  us  with  fugar  ;  all  the  products  of  America  were 
poured  into  us  from  Spain  ;  aq.d  the  Venetians  and  Genoefe  retailed  to 
us  the  commodities  of  the  Eajl-Indies ,  at  their  own  price.” 

“  If  it  be  aiked,  whether  foreigners,  for  what  goods  they  take  of 
us,  do  not  pay  on  that  consumption  &  great  pcition  of  our  taxes  ? 
it  is  admitted  they  do.” 

P o  s  T  l  ET  H  w  A y T V  Great  Britain's  True  Syfe?n. 

tc  If  are  afraid  that  one  day  or  other  the  colonies  will  revolt,  and 
fet  up  for  themfelves,  as  feme  feem  to  apprehend,  let  us  not  drive 
them  to  a  necejfity  to  /rr/ihemfelves.  independent  of  us  j  as  they  <i vi/J 
do,  the  moment  they  perceive  that  THEY  CAN  BE  SUPPLIED 
mTH  ALL  THINGS  FROM  UHTHIN  THEMSELVES,  and  do  no^ 
need  our  aftiftance.  If  we  would  keep  them  fill  I  dependant  upon 
their  mother  country,  and,  in  feme  rejfpefts,  fubfervient  to  her  view/ 
and  welfare  j  let  us  make  it  their  interest  always  to  be  fo.” 

Tucker  on  Trade . 

t(  Our  colonies,  while  they  have  Englijk  blood  in  their  veins,  and 
have  relations  in  England ,  and  while  they  can  get  by  trad¬ 
ing  with  us,  the  jlronger  and  greater  they  grow,  the  more  this 
crown  and  kingdom  will  get  by  them  5  and  nothing  but  fuch  an  ar¬ 
bitrary  power  as  fhall  make  them  defperate,  can  bring  them  to  rebel.” 

Davenant  an  the  Plantation  Trade . 

The  Northern  colonies  are  not  upon  the  fame  footing  as  thofe  of 
4fhe  South  j  and  having  a  worfe  fefil  to  improve,  they  muft  find  the 
recompence  fome  other  way,  which  only  can  be  in  property  and  do¬ 
minion:  Upon  which  fcore^  any  innovations  in  the  form  of  go¬ 
vernment  there,  ftiould  be  caulioufiy  examined,  for  fear  of  entering 
upon  meafures,  by  which  the  induftry  of  the  inhabitants  be  quite  dif- 
couragecl.  ’Tis  always  unfortunate  for  a  people,  either  by 
consent,  or  noon  compulsion,  to  depart  from  their  primitive 
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teflcd  the  liberty  of  grangers,  is  inflamed  into  an  attempt  to 
tear  a  privilege  from  her  own  children,  which,  if  executed 
mu  ft,  in  their  opinion,  fink  them  into  flaves  :  and  for  what  ? 
For  a  pernicious  power,  not  neceflary  to  her,'  as  her  own 
experience  may  convince  her  ;  but  horribly  dreadful  and  de- 
teitable  to  them.- 

'  It 

institution's,  and  THOSE  fundamentals,  by  which  they  were 
FIRST  UNITED  TOGETHER.”  Idem, 

The  mo  ft  effe&ual  way  of  uniting  the  colonies,  is  to  make  it  their 
common  intereft  to  oppofe  the  defigns  and  attempts  of  Great -Britain . 

w^e  hates  will  well  confider  how  to  preferve  the  advantages 
anfmg  from  colonies,  and  avoid  the  evils.  And  I  conceive  that  there 
can  be  but  two  ways  in  nature  to  hinder  them  from  throwing  off 
then  dependence  j  one ,  to  keep  it  out  of  their  power,  and  the  other , 
out  or  their  will.  The  firfi,  rnuft  be  by  force  j  and  the  latter ,  by 
ufing  them  well,  and  keeping  them  employed  in  fuch  produ&ions,  and 
making  fuch  manufa&ures,  as  will  fupport  themfelves  and  families 

comroita'biy,  and  procure  them  wealth  too,  and  at  leaft  not  preiuJice 
their  mother  country. 

‘  Force  can  never  be  ufed  effectually  to  anfwer  the  end,  without 
decoying  the  colonies  themfelves.  Liberty  and  encouragement  are  ne- 
ceffary  to  carry  people  thither,  and  to  keep  them  together  when  they 
are  there  ;  and  violence  will  hinder  both.  Any  body  of  troops,  con- 
liderabie  enough  to  awe  them,  and  keep  them  in  fubje&ion,  under  the 
diiection  too  of  a  needy  governor,  often  fent  thither  to  make  his  for¬ 
tune,  and  at  fuch  a  diftance  from  any  application  for  redrefs,will  foon 
put  an  end  to  all  planting,and  leave  the  country  to  the  foldiers  alone, 
and  it  it  did  not,  would  eat  up  all  the  prof  t  of  the  colony .  For  this 
reafon,  arbitrary  countries  have  not  been  equally  fuccefsful  in  planting 

€*  t?niRS  ^1Ce  °neS  5  anc*  w^st  theY  have  done  in  that  kind,  has 

cithei  been  by  force,  at  a  vaft  expence,  or  by  departing  from  the  nature 
op  tueir  government,  find  giving  fuch  privileges  to  planters ,  as  were 
denied  to  their  other  fubjeCls.  And  I  dare  fay,  that  a  few  prudent 
|fws>  arjd  a  little  prudent  conduct, would  foon  give  us  far  the  greateft 
lhare  of  the  riches  of  all  Ajnerica ,  perhaps  drive  many  of  other  na- 
V  j'/is  out  of  it,  or  into  our  colonies  for  fhelter. 

There  are  Jo  many  exigencies  in  all  dates,  Jo  many  foreign  wars , 
and  domefiic  difiurbances ,  that  thefe  colonies  can  never  want 
opportunities,  if  they  watch  for  them,  to  do  what  they  fhall find 
t .et.r  inter efi  to  do  $  and  therefore  we  ought  to  take  all  the  precauti¬ 
ons  in  our  power,  that  it  fhall  never  be  their  interefi  to  a61  againft  . 
that  of  their  native  country  \  an  evil  which  can  no  otherwife  be  avert¬ 
ed,  than  by  keeping  them  pully  employed  in  fuch  trades  as  will  in - 
rfafe  their  own ,  as  well  as  our  wealth  ;  for  it  is  much  to  be  feared, 
we  do  not  find  employment  for  them ,  they  may  find  it  for  us  j  the 
intereft  of  the  mother  country,  is  always  to  keep  them  dependent,  and 
fo  employed  ;  and  it  requires  all  her  addrefs  to  do  it  ;  and  it  is  cer¬ 
tainly  more  eofily  and  effectually  done  by  gentle  and  injpijible  methods, 
than' by  power  alone,”  '  ^  Cato’s  Utters* 
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It  Teems  extremely  probable,  that  when  cool,  difpaffionate 
poffeiity,  Ilia  11  confider  the  affectionate  intercourfe,  the  reci¬ 
procal  benefits,  and  the  unfufpe&ing  confidence,  that  have 
fubfiiled  between  thefe  colonies  and  their  parent  country,  for 
fuch  a  length  of  time,  they  will  execrate,  with  the  bittereft 
curfes,  the  infamous  memory  of  thofe  men,  whofe  peflilential 
ambition  unneceffarily,  wantonly,  cruelly,  firft  opened  the 
fouices  of  civil  diicord  between  them  ;  firft  turned  their 
love  into  jealouly  ;  and  firft  taught  thefe  provinces,  filled  with 
grief  and  anxiety,  to  enquire — 

Mens  ubi  materna  ejl  P 

Where  is  maternal  affe&ion  ? 


A  FARMER. 


L  E  T  T  E  R  VL 


My  Dear  Countrymen, 

T  T  may  perhaps  be  objected  again  ft  the  arguments  that 
A  have  been  offered  to  the  public,  concerning  the  legal 
power  of  the  parliament,  “that  it  has  always  exercifed  the 
power  of  impofing  duties,  for  the  purpofes  ofraifmg  a  revenue 
on  the  productions  of  thefe  colonies .  carried  to  Great  Britain , 
which  may  be  called  a  tax  on  them.”  To  this  objection  I 
anfwer,  that  this  is  no  violation  of  the  rights  of  the  colonies, 
it  being  implied  in  the  relation  between  them  and  Great- Bri- 
tain ,  that  they  fhould  not  carry  fuch  commodities  to  other 
nations,  as  fhould  enable  them  to  interfere  with  the  mother 
country.  The  impofition  of  duties  on  thefe  commodities, 
when  brought  to  her,  is  only  a  confequence  of  her  parental 
right;  and  if  the  point  is  thoroughly  examined,  the  duties 
will  be  found  to  be  laid  on  the  people  of  the  mother  country. 
Whatever  they  are,  they  muft  proportionably  raife  the  price 
of  the  goods,  and  confequently  muft  be  paid  by  the  con  Tu¬ 
rners.  in  this  light  they  were  confidercd  by  the  parliament 
in  the  25th  Charles  II.  Chap.  7,  SeCt.  2,  which  fays,  that 
the  prod uCf ions  of  the  plantations  were  carried  from  one  to 
another  free  from  all  cuftoms,  “  while  the  fubjeCfs  of  this 
your  kingdom  of  England  have  paid  great  cu ft  Gins  and  impo - 
Jit  ions  fir  what  of  them  have  been  spent  here,”  &c. 

Bb  SIDES, 


BEStDESylf  Great-Brltaln  exports  thefe  commodities  avzm 
the  duties  will  injure  her  own  trade,  fo  that  fhe  cannot'hurt 
Us,  without  plainly  and  immediately  hurting  herfelf  ;  and  this 
is  our  check  a  gain  ft  her  acfting  arbitrarily  in  this  reffeft. 

*  It  may  be  perhaps  further  obje&ed,  “  that  it  being 
granted  that  ftatutes  made  lor  regulating  trade,  are  binding 
upon  us,  it  will  be  difficult  for  any  perfcns,  but  the  makers 
of  the  laws,  to  determine,  which  of  them  are  made  for  the 
regulating  of  trade,  and  which  for  railing  a  revenue  ;  and 
that  from  hence  may  ari:e  confu^on.” 

To  this  1  an  Aver,  that  the  objection  is  of  no  force  in  the 
prefen t  cafe,  or  fuch  as  refemble  it  ;  becauie  the  aft  now  in 
cjueftion,  is  formed  exprefly  for  the  sole  purpose  of  rais¬ 
ing  a  revenue. 

However,  fuppofing  the  defign  of  parliament  had  not  been 
exprtjjed,  the  objection  feems  to  u  of  no  weight,  with  regard 
to  the  influence  which  thofe  who  may  make  it,  might  expetft 
it  ought  to  have  on  the  conduct  of  thefe  colonies. 

E  It 

*  If  any  one  fhotild  obferve  thst  no  oppofiticn  has  been  made  to 
the  legality  of  the  4th  Geo.  III.  Chap.  15,  which  is  the  First  a  61  of 
parliament  that  ever  impofed  duties  on  the  importations  into  America, 

for  the  exprefjed  purpofe  of  railing  a  revenue  there  ;  I  anf’wer— _ _ 

Firft,  That  tho’  the  a 61  exprefly  mentions  the  raifing  a  revenue  in 
America,  yet  it  feems  that  it  had  as  much  in  view  the  li  improving 
and  fecuring  the  tiade  between^fhe  fame  and  Gr e  at -S  attain,'  which 
words  are  part  of  its  title  :  And  the  preamble  fays,  “  Whereas  it  is 
expedient  that  new  provifions  and  regulations  ftiould  be  eftabliihed  for 
impioving  txie  revenue  of  tnis  kingdom,  and  for  extending  and  fecur~ 
ing  the  navigation  and  commerce  between  Gieat-Britain  and  your  Ma- 
jeffs  dominions  in  America,  which  by  the  peace  have  been  lo  happily- 
extended  and  emarged,  &c.  Secondly,  All  the  duties  mentioned  in  that 
act  are  impofed  foiely  on  the  productions  and  manufactures  of  foreign 
countries ,  and  not  a  fingle  duty  laid  on  any  production  or  manufacture 
of  our  mother  country.  Thirdly,  The  authority  of  the  provincial  af» 
fembiies  is  not  therein  fo  plainly  attacked  as  by  the  1  aft  a£t,  which 
makes  provilion  tor  defraying  the  charges  of  the  66  adminiftiation  of 
juft  ice,  T  and  f‘  the  fupport  of  civil  government.”  Fourthly,  That 
it  being  doubtful ,  whether  the  intention  of  the  4th  Geo.  III.  Chap.  15, 
was  not  as  much  to  regulate  trade ,  as  to  raife  a  revenue,  the  minds  of 
the  people  here  were  wholly  engrofled  by  the  terror  oT  the  Stamp- Aft, 
then  impending  over  them,  about  the  intention  of  which  there  could 
be  no  doubt. 

Thefe  reafons  fo  far  diftingliifh  the  4th  Geo .  III.  Chap.  15,  from 
the  iait  a 61 ,  that  it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at,  that  the  firft  fhould  have 
been  fubmitted  to,  tho1  the  laf  ftiould  excite  the  moft  univerfal  and 
f'pii ited  oppofition.  For  this  will  be  found,  on  the  ftrifleft  examina¬ 
tion,  to  be,  in  the  principle  on  which  it  is  founded,  and  in  the  confe - 
queue es  that  muft  attend  it,  if  poiTible, :  more  definitive  tlian  the 
Stamp- Aft.  It  is,  to  fpeak  plainly,  a  prodigy  in  our  laws  :  net  bav¬ 
in  J  one  Britifl  feature,  K  *  * 
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I‘ir  is  true,  that  impoftions  for  raifing  a  revenue>  may  be 
hereafter  called  regulations  of  trade  :  But  names  will  not 
change  the  nature  of  things.  Indeed  we  ought  firmly  to  be~ 
lieve,  what  is  an  undoubted  truth,  confirmed  by  the  unhappy 
experience  of  many  dates  heretofore  free,  that  unless  the 
most  watchful  attention  be  exerted,  4  new  SERVfc- 

TUDE  MAY  BE  SLIPPED  UPON  US,  UNDER  THE  SANCTION  OF 
USUAL  ANd  RESPECTABLE  TERMS. 

T  Hus  the  Ccfars  ruined  the  Roman  liberty,  under  the  titles 
of  trib  unicial  and  dictatorial  authorities-— old  and  venerable 
dignities,  known  irt  the  mod  flourifhing  times  of  freedom-  In 
imitation  of,  that  fame  policy,  James  II.  when  he  meant  to 
edablifh  popery,  talked  of  liberty  of  confcience,  the  mod  f&- 
ered  of  all  liberties  ;  and  had  thereby  almod  deceived  the 
DiiTenters  into  dedru&ion. 

All  artful  rulers,  who  drive  to  extend' their  power  beyond 
Its  juft  limits,  endeavor  to  give  to  their  attempts  as  much 
femblance  of  legality  as  podible.  Thofe  who  fucceed  them 
Htav  venture  to  go  a  little  further  ;  for  each  new  encroach¬ 
ment  will  be  ftrengthened  by  a  former,  f  That  which  is 
now  fupported  by  examples,  growing  old,  will  become  aa 
example  itfelf,”  and  thus  fupport  frefh  ufurpationsi 

A  free  people  therefore  can  never  be  too  quick  in  obferv- 
Ing,  nor  too  firm  in  oppofmg  the  beginning  of  alterations  ei¬ 
ther  in  form  or  reality ,  refpedting  inllitutions  formed  for  their 
fecurity.  The  flrd  kind  of  alteration  leads  to  the  lad  :  Yefc, 
on  the  oth?,r  hand,  nothing  is  more  certain,  than  that  the 
forms  of  liberty  maybe  retained,  when  the  fubf'ance  is  gone* 
in  government,  as  well  as  in  religion,  “  Tile  letter  killetfr, 
but  the  fpirit  giveth,  life  J.” 

I  will  beg  leave  to  enforce  this  remark  by  a  few  indances. 
The  crown,  by  the  conditution,  has  the  prerogative  of  creating 
peers.  The  exideilce  of  that  order,  in  due  number  and  dig¬ 
nity,  is  earmtial  to  the  conditution  ;  and  if  the  crown  did 
not  exercife  that  prerogative,  the  peerage  mud  have  long 
Unce  deeveafed  fo  much  as  to  have  lod  its  proper  influence. 
Suppofea  prince,  for  fo-me  unjud  purpofes,  fliould,  from  time 
to  time,  advance  fo  many  needy,  profligate  v/retches  to  that 
rank,  that  all  the  independence  of  the  houfe  of  lords  fhould 
be  dedroyed  ;  there  would  then  be  a  manifed  violation  of 
the  conditution,  u?ider  the  appearance  of  ujing  legal  prerogative. 

The  houfe  of  commons  claims  the  privilege  of  forming 
all  money  bills,  and  will  not  fuffer  either  of  the  other  bran¬ 
ches  of  the  legiflature  to  add  to,  or  alter  them  ;  contending 

that 
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t%at  their  power  limply  extends  to  an  acceptance  or  rejection 
of  them.  This  privilege  appears  to  be  juft  :  but  under  pre¬ 
tence  of  this  juft  privilege,  the  houfe  of  commons  has  claimed 
a 'licence  of  tacking  to  money  bills,  claufes  relating  to  things 
of  a  totally  different  kind,  and  thus  forcing  them  in  a  man¬ 
ner  on  the  king  and  lords.  This  feems  to  bean  abufe  of  that 
privilege,  and  f  t  may  be  vaftly  more  abufcd.  Suppofe  a  fu¬ 
ture  hdufe3  influenced  fey  fome  difplaced,  difcon tented  dema¬ 
gogues---  in  a  time  of  danger,  fkould  tack  to  a  money  bill, 
fomething  fo  injurious  to  the  king  and  peers,  that  they  would 
not  affent  to  it,  and  -yet  the  commons  fhouid  obftinately  in¬ 
fill  on  it ;  the  whole  '‘kingdom  would  be  expoled  to  rum  by 
t heayijunder  -the  appearance  of  maintaining  a  valuable  privilege. 
In  thefe  cafes  it  might  be  difficult  fora  while  «to  determine 
whether  the  king  intended  to  exercife  his  prerogative  in  a 
conftitutional  manner  or  not  ;  or  whether  the  commons  in¬ 
filled  on  their  demand  fadtioufly,  or  for  the  public  good  : 
Rut  fureiy  the  conduct  of  the  crown,  or  of  the  houfe,  would 
in  time  fufticiently  explain  itfeff. 

Ought  not  the  people  therefore  to  watch  ?  to  obferve 
Tufts  ?  to  fear eh  into  caufes  ?  to  inveftigate  defigns  ?  And 
have  they  not  a  right  of  judging  from  the  evidence  before 
them, on  no  {lighter  points  than  their  liberty  andhappinefs  ?  It 
would  belefj^han  trifling,  wherever  a  Britifh  government 
-is  eilabiifhed,  to  make  ufe  of  Jfhy  arguments  to  prove  fuch 
a  right.  It  is  fufficient  to  remind  the  reader  of  the  day, 
on  the  ap.niverjfary  of  which  the  firft  of  thefe  letters  is  dated- 
I  will,  now  apply  what  has  been  fa  id  to  the  prefent  queftion. 
The  nature  of  any  impofitions  laid  by  parliament  on  thefe 
.colonies,  muft  determine  the  defgn  in  laying  them,  It  may 
not  be  eafy  in  every  -inftance  to difcover that  defigp.  Where- 
yer  it  is  doubtful,  I  think  fubmiflion  cannot  be  dangerous  ; 
nay,  it  muft  be  right  ;  for,  in  my  opinion,  there  is  no  privilege 
thefe  colonies  claim,  which  they  ought  in  duty  and  prudence 
rriore  earneftly  to  maintain  and  defend,  than  the  authority 
of  the  Britijb  parliament  to  regulate  the  trade  of  all  her  do¬ 
minions.  Without  this  authority,  the  benefits  fhc  enjoys 
from  our  commerce,  muft  be  loft  to  her  :  The  bfeflings  we 
enjoy  fror$  our  dependence  upon  her,  muft  be  loft  to  us.  Her 
flrength  muft  decay  ;  her  glory  vanilli  ;  and  fne  cannot  fuller 
without  our  partaking  in  her  misfortune.  Let  us  therefore 
eherifh  her  interejls  as  our  o<ivn,  and  give  her  every  thing?  that 
it  becomes  freemen  to  give  or  to  receive f 

The  nature  of  any  impofitions  fhe  may  lay  upon  us  may* 
SO  general,  be  known,  by  confidering  how  far  tjiey  relate  to 
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the  preferving,  in  due  order,  the  connection  between  the  fe* 
VcTal  parts  ot  the  Britijh  empire.  One  thing  we  may  be 
aifured  of,  which  is  this — Whenever  lhe  imposes  duties  on 
commodities,  to  be  paid  only  upon  their  exportation  from 
C  real- Britain  to  tilde  colonies,  it  is  noth  regulation  of  trade, 
but  a  deign  to  raife  a  revenue  upon  us.  Other  indances  may 
happen,  whkh  it  may  not  be  neceffary  at  prefent  to  dwell 
on.  1  hope  thefe  colonies  will  never,  to  their  lateft  evidence, 
want  inderdanding  fdfficient  to  difcover  the  intentions  of 
thofe  who  rule  ov'jr  them,  nor  the  refolution  necelfary  for 
averting  their  interefls.  They  will  always  have  the  fame 
rights,  that  all  free  dates  have,  of  judging  when  their  pri- 
vi ;eges are  invaded,  and  of  ufiagull  prudent  meafures  for  pre? 
ferving  them. 


Fhiocirca  vivite  fortes 
Fort  laque  adverjls  opfronite  peflora  reins. 

Wherefore  keep  up  your  fpirits,  and  gallantly  opt 
pafe  this  adverfe  courfe  of  affairs. 


A  FARMER. 


**■ 
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LET  T  E  R  VII. 


RHy  dear  Countrymen, 


THIS  letter  is  intended  more  particularly  for  fuch  of  you, 
whofe  employments  in  life  may  have  prevented  your- at¬ 
tending  to  the  confideration  of  fome  points  that  are  of 
great  and  publick  importance  :  For  many  fuch  perfons  there 
mud  he  even  in  thefe  colonies,  where  the  inhabitants  in  gene¬ 
ral  are  more  intelligent  than  any  other  people  whatever,  as 
has  been  remarked  by  drangers,  and  it  feems  with  reafon. 

Some  of  you,  perhaps,  filled,  as  I  know  your  breads  are, 
With  loyalty  to  our  mod  excellent  Prince,  and  with  love  to 
our  dear  mother  country,  may  feel  yourfelves  inclined,  by 
the  affections  of  your  hearts,  to  approve  every  action  of  thofe 
whom  you  fo  much  venerate  and  edeem.  A  prejudice  thus 
flowing  from  goodnefs  of  difpofition,  is  amiable  indeed.  I 
wifh  it  could  be  indulged  without  danger.  Did  I  think  this 
pofilble,  the  error  fhould  have  been  adopted,  and  not  oppofed 
by  me.  But  in  truth,  all  men  are  fubje<£t  to  the  frailties  of 
nature  ;  and  therefore  whatever  regard  we  entertain  of  the 
perfoons  of  thofe  who  govern  us,  we  fnould  always  remember 
that  their  conduft,  as  rulers,  may  be  influenced  by  humane 
infirmities*  Whbk 
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When  any  laws,  injurious  to  thefe  colonies,  are  paffe£# 
we  cannot  fuppofe,  that  any  injury  was  intended  us  by  hi* 
Majeifty,  or  the  Lords.  For  the  afTent  of  the  crown  and  peers 
to  laws,  Teems,  as  far  as  I  am  able  to  judge,  to  have  been 
veiled  in  them,  more  for  their  own  lecuri|y,  than  for  any 
other  purpofe.  On  the  other  hand,  it  is  the  particular  bufi- 
nefs  of  the  people,  to  enquire  and  difcover  what  regulations 
are  ufeful  for  themfelves,  and  to  digeit  and  prefent  them  in 
the  form  of  bills,  to  the  other  orders,  to  have  them  enabled 
into  laws.  Where  thefe  laws  are  to  bind  tbe??tfelves% 
it  may  be  expe&ed,  that  the  houfe  of  commons  will  very 
carefully  confider  them  :  But  when  they  are  making  laws 
that  are  notdefigned  to  bind  themfelves ,  we  cannot  imagine 
that  their  deliberations  will  be  as  *  cautious  and  fcrupulous, 
as  in-  their  own  cafe. 


*  Many  remarkable  inftances  might  be  produced  of  the  extraordi¬ 
nary  inattention  with  which  bills  of  great  importance,  concerning 
thefe  colonies,  have  palled  in  parliament ;  which  is  owing,  as  it  is 
fuppofed,  to  the  bills  being  brought  in  by  the  perfons  who  have  points 
to  carry,  fo  artfully  framed,  that  it  is  not  eafy  tor  the  members  in  ge* 
neral,  in  the  hafteof  buftnefs,  to  difcover  their  tendency. 

The  following  inftances  drew  the  truth  of  this  remark.  When 
Mr.  Greenville ,  in  the  violence  of  reformation,  formed  the  4th  Geo • 
XII.  Chap.  15th, for  regulating  xhe&dmerican  trade, the  word  “Ireland"* 
was  dropt  in  the  cl  aide  relating  to  our  iron  and  lumber,  fo  that  we 
could  fend  thefe  articles  to  no  part  of  Europe ,  but  to  Great -Britain* 
This  was  fo  unreasonable  a  rcftri&ion,  and  fo  contrary  to  the  fenti- 
ments  of  the  legislature  for  many  years  before,  tnat  it  is  furpiizing.it 
fhouM  not  have  been  taken  notice  of  in  the  houfe.  However  the  bill 
palled  into  a  law.  But  when  the  matter  was  explained,  this  reiti  i61ion 
was  taken  off  by  a  fuhfequent  a£f.  I  cannot  pofitively  iay  how  long 
after  the  taking  off  this  reftrnShon,  as  T  have  not  the  a<*  f,  but  I  t  unkf 
in  lefs  tlian  i3  months,  another  a6I  of  parliament  pafTed,  in  which  the 
word  “  Ireland ”  was  left  out,  juft  as  it  had  been  before.  The  matter 
being  a  fecond  time  explained,  was  a  fecond  time  legulated.  ^ 

Now  if  it  be  conhdered,  that  the  omiftion  mentioned  ftiuck  off  with 
ONE  word  SO  VERY  GREAT  A  PART  OF  OUR  TRADE,,  it  1T1  Ull  ap* 
pear  remarkable  ;  and  equally  fo  is  the  method,  by  wnicn  Rice  be* 

fame  an  enumerated  commodity. 

The  enumeration  was  obtained  (fays  Mr.  [#]  <  ree)  by  one  Cole9 
a  Captain  of  a  fhip,  employed  by  a  company  then  trading  to  aro  ma  ; 
for  feveral  (hips  going-  from  England  thither,  and  pure aaling  rice  or 
Portugal,  prevented  the  aforefaid  Captain  of  a  loading.  Upon  us 
coming  home,  he  poftefTed  one  Mr.  Lowndes,  a  rnemhei  01  pai  lament 
(who  was  very  frequently  employed  to  prepare  bill'  )  witn  an  opinion, 
that  carrying  rice  direHIy  to  Portugal ,  was  a  prejudice  to  the  O  a  J' 
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T  AM  told,  that  there  is  a  wonderful  addrefs  frequently 
ti  ed  in  carrying  points  in  the  houfe  of  commons,  by  perfons 

experienced  in  thefe  affairs. - 1  hat  opportunities  are  watch- 

e  •--•and  lometimes  votes  are  pafTed,  that  if  all  the  members 
had  been  prefent,  would  hav-e  been  reje&ed  by  a  great  ma¬ 
jority.  Certain  it  is,  that  when  a  powerful  and  artful  man 
has  determined  on  a  meafure  againlt  thefe  colonies,  he  has 
always  fucceeded  in  his  attempt.  Perhaps  therefore*  it  wii4 
foe  proper  for  us,  whenever  any  -oppreiTive  acf  affefting  us  is 
jpahcd,  to  attribute  it  to  the  inattention  of  the  members  of 
the  houfe  of  commons,  and  to  the  malevolence  or  ambition 
of  fome  factious  great  man,  rather  than  to  any  other  caufe. 
.  ^VIOVv  ^  verily  believe,  that  the  late  adl  of  parliament, 
tmpofing  duties  on  paper,  <k*.  was  formed  by  Mr.  Greenville , 
snd  his  party,  becaufe  it  is  evidently  a. part  of -that  plan,  by 
winch  he  endeavoured  to  render  himfelf  popular  at  home  ; 
aiid  1  do  alio  believe,  that  not  one  half  of  the  members  of  xhe 
-houfe  of  commons,  even  of  thofe  who  heard  it  lead,  did  per¬ 
ceive  how  delhuidlive  it  was  to  American  freedom.  For  this 
veafon,  as  it  is  ufual  i  n  G  r  eat  -  Br  it  a  in ,  to  confider  the  King’s 
Ipeech  as  the  fpeech  of  the  miniftry,  it  may  be  right  here  to 

confider  this  aft  as  the  aft  of  a  party - perhaps  1  iliouldipeak 

$nore  properly,  if  I  fhould  life  another  term.. 

Xh£re  are  two  ways  of  laying  taxes.  One  is,  by  impct- 
^ling  a  certain  fum  on  particular  kinds  of  property,  to  be  paid 
•by  the  ufer  or  confumer ,  or  by  rating  the  perfon  at  a  certain 
fum.  T  he  other  is,  by  impofing  a  certain  fum  on  -particular 
kinds  of  property,  tobe  paidby\he  feller. 
r  When  a  man  pays  the  firft  fort  of  tax,  he  know  with  cer¬ 
tainty  that  he  pays  fo  much  money  for  a  fax.  The  confider 
ration  for  which  he  pays  it,  is  remote,  and,  it  may  be,  does 
not  occur  to  him.  Fie  is  fcnfible  too,  that  he  is  commanded 
£nd  obliged  to  pay  it  as  tax  ;  and  therefore  people  are  apt  to 
foe  difpleafed  with  this  fort  of  tax0  v 

'  -  ‘  -  Th? 

England ,  and  ?pjvately  got  a  claufe  into  an  aA,  to  make  it  an  enu¬ 
merated  commodity  ;  by  r which  means  he  fecured  a  freight  to  himfelf 
But  the  consequence  proved  a  vast  loss  to  the  nation. 

I  find  that  this  clauje,  44  privately  got  into  an  aft,”  for  the 
benefit  of  Captain  Cole,  to  the  “  vast  loss  of  thf  na¬ 
tion,'”  .is  foifted  into  the  3d  and  4th  Ann,  Chap,  $th,‘  intituled,  “An 
sff  for  granting  to  her  IVJajefty  a  further  ihbfidy  on  wines  and  mer¬ 
chandizes  imported,'”  with  which  it  has  no*  more  connexion,  than 
with  34th  Edward  I.  the  34th  and  35th  of  Henry  VIII.  and  the  15th 
of  Charles  II.  which  provide,  that  no  PERSON  SHALL  £J£ 

taxed  but  by  himself  oh  his  representative. 

'  >  •  *  »  “  *«■  r  f  *•*  •*  *  •  -  *  « 
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T tf  £  other  fort  of  tax  is  fubmitted  to  in  a  very  different 
manner.  The  purchafer  of  any  article,  very  feldom  refleds 
that  the  feller  raifes  the  price,  fo  as  to  indemnify  himfelffoff 
the  tax  ^  he  has  paid.  He  knovvs  that  the  prices  of  things 
are  continually  du&uatin-g,  and  if  he  thinks  about  the  tax,  he 
thinks  at  the  fame  time,  in  all  probability,  that  he  might  have 
paid  as  much,  if  the  articles  he  buys  had  not  been  taxed.  He 
gets  fomething  vijibls and:  agreeable  for  his  money  ;  and  tax 
and  price  are  fo  confounded  together,  that  he  cannot  feparate* 
or  does  not  chule  to  take  the  trouble  of  feparating  them. 

This  mode  of  taxation  therefore  is,  the  mode  fuite-d  to  ar* 
bitrary  and  oppreQive  governments.  The  love  of  liberty  h 
fo  natural  to  the  hitman  heart,  that  unfeeling  tyrants  think 
themfelves  obliged  to- accommodate  their  fchemes  as  much 
they  can  to  the  appearance  of  juftice  and  reafon,  and  to  de¬ 
ceive  t hole  whom  they  refolveto  dedroy,  or  opprefs,  by  pre¬ 
senting  to  them  a  mifeFable  picture  of  freedom,,  when  th$ 
ineftimable  original  is  Jod. 

This  policy  did  not  efcape  the  cruel  and  rapacious  NEJICP* 
That  monfter,  apprehensive  that  his  crimes  might  endanger 
his  authority  and  life,  thought  proper  to  do  feme  popular 
a<5ts,  to  fecure  the  obedience  of  his  fubje<ds.  Among  other 
things,  fays  Tacitus >  “  he  remitted  the  twenty  fifth  part  o€ 
the  price  on  thefaleof  Oaves,  but  rather  in  Jhe<w  than  reality  ; 
for  the  feller  being  ordered  to  pay  it,  it  became  part  of  the 
price  to  the  buyer  ||. 

d  Hi'S  is  the  reflexion  of  the  judicious  Hifiorian ;  but  the 
deluded  people  gave  their  infamous  Empepor  full  credit  for 
his  falfe  generofity.  Other  nations  have  been  treated  in  the 
fame  manner  the  Remans  were.  The  honed,  indudrious 
C ermans ,  who  are  fettled  in  different  parts  of  this  continent, 
can  inform  us,  that  it  was  this  fort  of  tax  that  drove  them 
from  their  native  land  to  our  woods,  at  that  time  the  feats  of 
perfect  and  undidurbed  freedom. 

Their  princes,  enfkimed  by  the  lud  of  power,  and  the  luff 
of  avarice,  two  furies  that  the  more  they  are  gorged  the  more 
hungry  they  grow,  tranfgreffed  the  bounds  they  ought,  in 
regard  to  themfelves,  to  have  obferved.  To  keep  up  the 
deception  in  the  minds  of  fubje&s,  “  t  here  mud  be,  ”  fays  f 
a  very  learned  author,  “  fome  proportion  between  the  impo(t 
and  the  value  of  the  commodity  ;  wherefore  there  ought  not 
to  be  an  exeefhve  duty  upon  merchandizes  of  little  value. 

Tilers 

If  Tacitus's  Ann .  Book  13.  §  31. 
f  Moniefiuieu  s  Spirit  of  Laws,  Book  13,  Chap*  3* 
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There  ire  countries  in  which  the  duty  exceeds  feventeeft  Of 
eighteen  times  the  value  of  the  commodity.  In  this  cafe  the 
PrjiKe  removcs  the  illufion.  His  fubjeds  plainly  fee  they  are 
deal  rvvith  in  an  unreafonable  manner,  which  renders  them 
jnoft  exquifitely  fenfible  of  their  flavifh  fituation.  **  From 
hence  it  appears,  that  fubjeds  may  be  ground  down  into  nailery 
by  this  fort  of  taxation,  as  well  as  by  the  former.  They  will 
be  as  much  impoverifhed,  if  their  money  is  taken  from  them 
in  this  way  as  in  the  other  ;  and  that  it  will  be  taken,  may 
be  more  evident,  by  attending  to  a  few  more  confiderations. 

The  merchant  or  importer,  who  pays  the  duty  at  firft, 
will  not  content  to  be  fo  much  mo£ey  out  of  pocket.  He 
therefore  proportionably  raifes  the  price  of  his  goods.  It 
may  then  be  faid  to  be  a  conteft  between  him  and  the  perfon 
offering  to  buy,  who  fhall  lofe  the  duty.  This  mull  be  decid¬ 
ed  by  the  nature  of  the  commodities,  and  the  purchafer’s  de¬ 
mand  for  them.  If  they  are  mere  luxuries,  he  isat  liberty  to 
do  as  he  pleafes,  and  if  he  buys,  he  does  it  yokintarily  :  But 
if  they  are  abfolule  necejfariis ,  or  conveniences ,  which  ufe 
and  cuftom  have  made  requifite  for  the  comfort  of  life,  and 
which  he  is  not  permitted,  by  the  power  impofing  the  duty* 
to  get  elfenuhere ,  there  the  feller  has  a  plain  advantage,  and 
the  buyer  muji  pay  the  duty.  In  fad,  the  feller  is  nothing 
lefs  han  a  colledor  of  the  tax  for  the  power  that  impofed  it, 
Ifthefe  duties  then  are  extended  to  the  neceflaries&  convenience 
of  life  in  general,  and  enormoufly  encreafed,  the  people  muft  at 
length  become  indeed  “  mofl  exquifitely  fenfible' of  their  flavifh 
fit-nation.”  Their  happiriefs  therefore  intirely  depends  on  the 
moderation  of  thofe  who  have  authority  to  impofe  the  duties. 

I  shall  now  apply  thefe  observations  to  the  late  ad  of 
parliament.  Certain  duties  are  thereby  impofed  on  paper 
and  glafs,  imported  into  thefe  colonies.  By  the  laws  of 
Croat -Britain  we  are  prohibited  to  get  thefe  articles  from 
any  other  part  of  the  world.  We  cannot  at  prefent,  nor  for 
many  years  to  come,  tho’  we  fhould  apply  ourfelves  to  thefe 
manufactures  with  the  utmoft  induftry,  make  enough  ourfelves 
for  our  own  ufe.  That  paper  and  glafs  are  not  only  con¬ 
venient,"  but  absolutely  neceffary  for  us,  1  imagine  very  few 
will  contend.  Some  perhaps,  who  think  mankind  grew 
wicked  and  luxurious,  as  they  found  out  another  way  of 
dwelling  than  in  caves,  may  advance  fo  whimfkal  an  opi¬ 
nion.  But  l  prefume  no  body  will  take  the  unnecelfary  trou¬ 
ble  of  refuting  them. 

From  thefe  remarks  I  think  it  evident,  that  we  mu  ft  ufe 
paper  and  glafs ;  that  what  we  ufe,  muji  be  Briiijh  ;  and  that 
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We  mufi  pay  the  duties  impofed,  uniefs  tliofe  who  fell  thefe 
articles,  are  fo  generous  as  to  make  us  prefents  of  the  duties 
they  pay. 

Some  perfons  may  think  this  aft  of  no  confequence,  be- 
caufe  the  duties  are  fo  fmall.  A  fatal  error.  That  is  the 
very  circumftance  mod  alarming  to  me.  For  I  am  convin¬ 
ced,  that  the  authors  of  this  law  would  never  have  obtained 
an  aft  to  raife  fo  trifling  a  fum  as  it  muA  do,  had  they  not 
intended  by  it  to  eftablifh  a  precedent  for  future  ufe.  To 
confole  ourfelves  with  the  fmallnefs  of  the  duties,  is  to  walk 
deliberately  into  the  fnare  that  is  fet  for  us,  praiflng  the  neat- 
nefs  of  the  workmanfhip.  Suppofe  the  duties  impofed  by  the 
late  aft  could  be  paid  by  thefe  diftrefled  colonies  with  the  ut- 
moft  eafe,  and  that  the  purpofes  to  which  they  are  to  be  ap¬ 
plied,  were  the  mod  reafonable  and  equitable  that  can,  be 
conceived,  the  contrary  of  which  I  hope  to  demonftrate  be¬ 
fore  thefe  letters  are  concluded  ;  yet  even  in  fuch  a  fuppofed 
cafe,  thefe  colonies  ought  to  regard  the. aft  with  abhorrence.. 
For  WHO  ARE  a  FREE  people  ?  Not  tbofe ,  over  whom  go¬ 
vernment  is  reafonably  and  equitably  exercifed,  but  thofe, 
who  live  under  a  government  fo  conJUtut  tonally  checked  and 
sontrouled ,  that  proper  provifion  is  made  againft  its  being 
other  wife  exercifed. 

The  late  aft  is  founded  on  the  deflruftion  of  this  ccnflitu~ 
tional  fecurity.  If  the  parliament  have  a  right  to  lay  a  du¬ 
ty  of  Four  Shillings  and  Eight  pence  on  a  hundred  weight 
of  glafs,  or  a  ream  of  paper,  they  have  a  right  to  lay  a  duty 
of  any  other  fum  on  either.  They  may  raife  the  duty,  as 
the  author  before  quoted  fays  has  been  done  in  fome  coun¬ 
tries,  till  it  “  exceeds  feventeen  or  eighteen  times  the  value 
of  the  commodity.”  In  fhort,  if  they  have  a  right  to  levy  a 
tax  of  one  penny  upon  us,  they  have  right  to  levy  a  million 
upon  us  :  For  where  does  their  right  flop  ?  At  any  given 
number  of  pence,  fhiilings  or  pounds  ?  To  attempt  to  limit 
their  right,  after  granting  it  to  exifl  at  all,  is  as  contrary  to 
reafon----as  granting  it  to  exifl  at  all,  is  contrary  to  juftice. 
If  they  have  any  right  to  tax  ?//---  then,  whether  'our  own 
money  fhall  continue  in  our  own  pockets  or  not,  depends  no 
longer  on  us ,  but  on  them ,  X  “  TIWW^s  nothing  which”  we 
“  can  call  our  own  ;  or,  to  ufe  the  words  of  Mr.  Locke - 

WHAT  PROPERTY  HAVE”  WE  “IN  THAT,  W  H  T  C  fT*A  N  OT  H  E  R. 
MAY,  BY  RIGHT,  TAKE,  WHEN  HE  PLEASES,  TO  HIMSELF?” 

Thefe  duties, which  will  inevitably  be  levied  uponus--are  ex- 
prefly  laid  for  the  sole  purpose  of  taking  money.  This 

F 
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4  true  definition  of  “  taxes  f  They  are  therefore  taxes. 
This  money  is  to  be  taken  from  us4  We  are  therefore  taxed . 
'Thofe  \yho  are  'taxed  without  their  own  confent,  expre/Ted  by 
themfelves  or  their  reprefentatives,  are Jlaves.  Ue  are  taxed 
without  our  own  content,  exprefled  by  ourfelves  or  our  re* 
prefentatives.  We  are  therefore . §  SLA  VBS* 

Miferabile  vulgus , 

A  miferable  tribe* 

*  ■:*'  /  a  Farmer 


§  ct  It  is  my  opinion,  that  this  kingdom  has  no  right  to  lay  a 
Tax  upon  the  colonies.” — “  The  Americans  are  the  sons,  not  the 
bastards  ol  England.'" — f£  The  diftinflion  bnw^en  legislation 
and  taxation  is  eflentiajly  neceflary  to  liberty.”--- The  com¬ 
mons  of  America ,  reprefented  in  their  ieverai  aiiemblies,  have  ever 
been  in  pofTefilon  of  this  their  conftitutipnal  right,  of  giving  and 
granting  theim  own  money.  They  would' have  been  SLADES, 
if  they  had  not  enjoyed  it.”  The  idea  of  a  virtual  reprefentation  of 
America  in  this  houfe,  is  the  moft  contemptible  idea,  that  ever  entered 

into  the  head  of  man. - It  does  not  deferve  a  ferrous  refutation.’* 

Mr.  PittV  fpeech  on  the  Stamp- A  6b.  . 
That  great  and  excellent  man  Lord  Cambden ,  maintains  the  fame 
©pinion.  His  fpeech  in  the  houfe  of  peers,  on  the  declaratory  bill  of 
the  fovereignty  of  Gxeat-Britain  over  the  colonies,  has  lately  appear- 
/  ed  in  our  papers.  The  following  extracts  fo  perfeflly  agree  with,  and 
snd  confirm  the  fentfrnents  avowed  in  thefe  letters,  that  it  is  hoped 
the  inferting  them  in  this  note  will  be  excufed. 

i(  As  the  affair  is  of  the  atmoft  importance ,  and  in  its  confluence* 
may  involve  the  fate  of  kingdoms ,  I  took  the  ftri6beft  review  of  my  ar¬ 
guments  ;  I  re-examined  all  my  authorities  ;  fully  determined,  if  I 
found  my  ielf  miftaken,  publickly  to  own  my  mifiake,  and  give  up 
my  opinion  :  But  my  fearches  have  more  and  more  convinced  me,  that 
the  Britijh  parliament  have  NO  PLIGHT  TO  TAX  the  Americans ;.” — 
€t  Nor  is  the  do6lrine  new  ;  it  rs  as  old  as  the  conllitution  j  it  grew 
up  with  it  j  indeed  it  is  its  fupport.”  “  Taxation  and  represen¬ 
ts  AT  10 N  are  infeparably  united.  COD  hath  joined  them  :  No  Britijh 
.  ^  parliament  can  feparate  them  :  To  endeavour  to  do  it,,  is  to  flab  our 

:  #  vitals.” 

(C  My  pofition  rs  this* — T  repeat  it — I  will  maintain  it  to  my  lad 
hour — taxation  and  representation  are  infeparable — this  po¬ 
rtion  is  founded  on  the  laws  of  nature  ;  it  is  more,  it  is  itfelf  an  e- 
ternal  law  of  nature  ;  for  whatever  is  a  man’s  own,  is  abfo- 
J lately  his  own  J  NO  MAN  HATH  a  right  to  TAKE  IT  from  him 
without  his  consent,  either  exprefled  by  himfelf  or  rcpvefenta- 
tive  y  njuboever  attempts  to  do  itf  attempts  an  injury  \  w H o  E  V  E  fc 
does  it,  COMMITS  A  ROBBERTy  hs  throws  down 
THE  DISTINCTION  BETWEEN  LIBERTY  AND  SLAVERY.”— 

•  i  There 

Mr.  1  <  ♦ 
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My  dear  Countrymen, 


I  N  my  opinion,  a  dangerous  example  is  fet  in  the  laft  aft 
relating  to  thefe  colonies.  The  power  of  parliament  to 
ievy  money  upon  as  for  railing  a  revenue,  is  therein  avowed 
and  exerted.  Regarding  the  a ft  on  this  bngle  principle,  I 
mud  again  repeat,  and  I  think  it  my  duty  to  pepeat,  that  to 
Kie  it  appears  to  be  unconf  it  ut  tonal. 

No  man,  who  confiders  the  conduct  of  the  parliament  lincc 
the  repeal  of  the  Stamp-  Aft,  and  .the  difpofition  of  many  peo¬ 
ple  at  home,  can  doubt,  that  the  chief  objeft  of  attention 
there,  is,  to  ufe  Wlv.tGreenville’s  expreiTion,  “  providing  that 
the  dependence  and  obedience  of  the  colonies  be  aiferted 
and  maintained. 

Under  the  Lnduence  of  this  notion,  inRantly  on  repealing 
the  Sjamp  AS,  an  aft  palfed,  declaring  the  power  of  parli¬ 
ament  to  bind  thefe  colonies  in  all  cajee  whatever .  This 
however  was  only  planting  a  barren  tree,  that  calf  a  fhade 
indeed  over  the  colonies,  but  yielded  no  fruit .  It  being  de¬ 


termined 


**  There  is  not  a  blade  tifgrafs,  in  the  moil  oh fc nre  corner  of  the 
0t  kingdom  which  is  not.  which  was  not  ever  reprefent>  d.  iince  the 


jconititntiou  began  :  There  is  not  a  blade  of  gr&fs ,  which,  when  taxede 
•was  not  taxed  by  the  confent  of  the  proprietor “  The  forefathers  of 
<he  Americans  did  not  leave  their  native  country,  and  fubjeft  them- 


ielves  to  every  danger  and  dilirefs,  to  be  reduced  tg  a  state 


©f  slavery.,.  They  did  not  give  up  their  rights They  looked 
/or  proteftion,  and  not  for  chains,  from  their  mother  country.  By 
her  they  expected  to  be  defended  in  the  pofleffian  of  their  property* 
and  not  to-be  deprived  of  it  :  For  fhould  the  prefent  power  continue, 
THERE  IS  NOTHING  WHICH  THEY  CAN  CALL  THEIR  OWN  ;  or. 


HE  PLEASES ,  TO  HIMSELF?" 

It  is  impofBble  to  read  this  fpeech,  and  M".  Pitt" s,  and  not  be 
charmed  with  the  generous  zeal  for  the  rights  of  mankind  that  glows 
in  every  fentence.  Thefe  great  and  good  men,  animated  by  the  iubjeft 
they  fpeak^ipon,  feena  to  rife  above  all  the  former  glorious  exertions 
pf  their  abilities.  JL  foreigner  might  be  tempted  to  think  they  are 
Americans,  a  (Ter  ting  with  all  the  ardor  of  patriotism,  and  ad  the  a  nx  i  c> 
■ty  of  app  rehen  Son,  the  canfe  of  their  native  land  —  and  not  Brito  g, 
driving  to  flop  their  milfaken  countrymen  from  opprefiSng  others* 
Their  reafoning  is  not  only  juit — it  is,  as  Mr.  Hume  fays  of  the  ei  - 
t^uence  o $ Demojlhenes,  <c  vehement.”  It  is  difdain,  anger,  boJdufts^ 
feedorti  involved  in  a  continual  Hr  earn  of  argument*. 
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ter  mined  to  enforce  the  authority  on  which  th e  Stamp-  Ad 
v.  ws  founded,  the  parliament  having  never  renounced  the 
1  igiu,  as  Mr  Pitt  aJvikd  them  to  do;  and  it  being  thought 
per  to  J’  rude  that  authority  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  not 
again  to  ala?  m  the  colonies  ;  fome  little  time  was  required  to 
find  a  method,  by  which  both  thefe  points  fhould  be  united. 
At  ^Iciit  the  ingenuity  ot  Air.  Greenville  and  his  party  accom- 
pliihe.d  the  matter,  as  it  was  thought,  in  “  an  ad  for  grant¬ 
ing  certain  duties  in  the  Britijh  colonies  and  plantations  in 
America  ^  for  allowing  drawbacks,”  (pc.  which  is  the  title  of 
the  ad  laying  duties  on  paper,  pc. 

The  parliament  having  leveral  times  before  impofed  duties 
to  be  paid  in  America,  it  was  expect  ed,no  doubt,  that 
the  r e f !■.  r ill 0 n  of  such  a  measure  would  be  passed 
over,  a s  an  USUAL  thino.  But  to  have  done  this,  with¬ 
out  exprefly  “  aliening  and  maintaining”  the  power  of  par¬ 
liament  to  take  our  money  without  our  confent,  and  to  apply 
it  as  they  pleafe,  would  not  have  been,  in  Mr.  Greenville's  o- 
pinion,  fuihciently  declarative  of  its  fepremacy,  nor  fufficient* 
ly  depredive  of  American  freedom. 

T  he  re  fore  it  is,  that  in  this  memorable  ad  we  find  it  ex- 
prefiy  ct  provided  ”  that  money  fhall  be  levied  upon  us  with¬ 
out  our  confent,  for  purposes,  that  render  it,  if pofibie, 
more  dreadful  than  the  Stamp- Aft . 

That  ad,  alarming  as  it  was,  declared,  the  money  there¬ 
by  to  be  raifed,  fhould  be  applied  <e  towards  defraying  the 
expences  of  defending,  proteding  and  fecuring  the  Btitifh 
colonies  and  plantations  in  America  And  it  is  evidentfrom 
the  whole  ad,  that  by  the  word  “  Britijh ,  ”  were  intended 
colonies  and  plantations  fettled  by  Britifh  people ,  and  not  ge¬ 
nerally,  tbofe  fubjePts  to  the  Britifh  crown.  I  hat  ad  there* 
fore  feemed  to  have  fometliing  gentle  and  kind  in  its  inten¬ 
tion,  and  to  aim  only  at  our  own  welfare  :  But  the  ad  now 
objeded  to  impofes  duties  upon  the  Brit  if:  colonies,  “  to 
defray  the  expences  of  defending,  proteding  and  feturing  his 
JMaj eft y  V  dominions  in  America.  ” 

What  a  change  of  words  !  What  an  incomputable  addition 
to  the  expences  intended  by  th q  Stamp- Aft  !  “  His  Majefty's 
dominions”  comprehend  not  only  the  Britifh  colonies ,  hut 
klfo  the  conquered  provinces  Canada  and  Florida,  and  the 
Britifh  garifons  oj'  Nova^Scotia  ;  for  thefe  do  not  deferve  the 
name  of  colonies . 

What  juftice  is  there  in  making  us  pay  for  “  defending, 
proteding  and  fecuring”  these  places  ?  What  benefit  can 
we,  or  have  we  ever  derived  frO}n  them  ?  None  of  them  was 
conquered  for  us  ;  nor  will  “  be  defended,  proLc«fled  or  feci- 
r Q.P'  for  us.  1m 
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In  fa&,  however  advantageous  the  fubduing  or  keeping 
any  of  thefe  countries  may  be  to  Great-Britain ,  the  accmifi- 
tion  is  greatly  injurious  to  thefe  colonies.  Our  chief  proper* 
ty  confifts  in  lands .  Thefe  would  have  been  of  much  greater 
value,  if  luch  prodigious  additions  had  not  been  made  to  the 
Britijh  territories  on  this  continent.  The  natural  increafe 
of  our  own  people,  if  confined  within  the  colonies,  would 
have  railed  the  value  flill  higher  and  higher  every  fifteen  or 
twenty  years  :  Befides,  we  fhouldhave  lived  more  compactly 
together,  and  have  been  therefore  more  able  to  refill  any  ene¬ 
my.  But  now  the  inhabitants  will  be  thinly  fcattered  over 
an  immenfe  region,  as  thofe  who  want  fettlements,  willchufc 
to  make  new  ones,  rather  than  pay  great  prices  for  old  ones. 

These  are  the  confeq-uences.  to  the  colonies,  of  the  hearty 
alliilance  they  gave  to  G real- Britain  in  the  late  war—awar 
undertaken  folely  for  her  own  benefit .  The  objects  of  it  were, 
the  fecuring  to  herfelf  the  rich  tracts  of  land  on  the 
back  of  the  colonies,  with  the  Indian  trade;  and  Nova-Scotia , 
with  the  fifhery.  Thefe ,  and  much  more ,  has  that  ki?igdo?u 
gained  ;  but  the  inferior  animals ,  that  hunted  with  the  lion, 
have  been  amply  rewarded  for  all  the  fweat  and  blood  their 


loyalty  coll  them,  by  the  honour  of  having  fweated  and  bled 
in  fuch  company. 

I  will  not  go  lo  far  as  to  fay,  that  Canada  and  Nova- Scotia 
are  curbs  on  New- England  ;  the  chain  of  forts  through  the 
back  woods,  on  the  Middle  Provinces  ;  and  Florida ,  on  the 
ref  :  But  I  will  venture  to  fay,  that  if  the  products  of  Cana¬ 
da,  Nova-Scotia,o.n&  Florida,  deferve  any  confederation,  die 
two  firfl  of  them  are  only  rivals  of  out'  Northern  Colonies, 
and  the  other  of  our  Southern. 

It  has  been  laid,  that  without  the  conquefl  of  thefe  countries, 
the  colonies  could  not  ha/e  been  “  protected,  defended  and  lc- 
cured.”  If  that  is  true,  it  may  with  as  much  propriety  be 
laid,  G rcat-Britain  could  not  have  been  <£  defended,  protected 
and  fecured,”  without  that  conquefl :  For  the' colonies  are 
parts  of  her  empire,  which  it  as  much  concerns  her  as  / hem  to 
keep  out  of  the  hands  of  any  other  power.  I 

But  thefe  colonies,  when  they  were  much  weaker,  defended 
themfelves,  before  this  Conquefl  was  made  ;  and  could  again 
do  it,  againft  any  that  might  properly  be  called  their  Ene¬ 
mies.  If  France  and  Spain  indeed  fhould  attack  them,  as 
members  of  the  Britifh  empire ,  perhaps  they  might  be  diilrcff- 
ed  ;  but  it  would  be  in  a  Britifh  quarrel. 

The  largeit  account  I  have  feen  of  the  number  of  people 
Canada-,  dees  aol  make  them  exceed  '>0,000.  Florida  can 

v  hardly 
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hardly  be  faid  to  have  any  inhabitants.  It  is  computed  that 
there  are  in  our  colonies  3,000,000.  Our  force  therefore  muft 
increafe  with  a  disproportion  to  the  growth  of  their  ftrength, 
that  would  render  us  very  fafe. 

This  being  the  ftate  of  the  cafe,  I  cannot  think  it  juft  that 
fche'e  colonies,  labouring  under  fo  many  misfortunes,  fhould 
be  loaded  with  taxes ,  to  maintain  countries,not  only  not  ufeful, 
but  hurtful  to  them.  The  fupport  of  Canada ,  and  Florida 
eoft  yearly,  it  is  faid,  half  a  million  fteiHng.  From  hence* 
we  may  make  fo  me  guefs  of  the  h  d  that  is  to  be  laid  upnn  us  * 
for  we  are  not  only  to  defend  protect  aaJ  fecure  ”  them , 
but  alio  to  make  an  adequate  proviQon  for  defraying  the 
charge  of  the  adminiftration  ofjuftice,  and  the  fupport  of  civil 
government,  in  fueh  provinces  where  it  ibad  be  found 
liectlfai  y  * 

Not  one  of  the  provinces  of  Canada ,  Nova-  Scotia  or  Flo¬ 
rida  >  has  ever  defrayed  ibefe  expenses  within  it J elf :  And  if 
the  duties  impeded  by  the  lad  ftatuie  are  colle&ed,  all  of  them 
together ,  according  to  the  heft  information  I  can  get,  will  not 
pay  one  qnarHr  as  much  as  Pennfyivania  alone .  So  that  the 
Britifh  colonies  are  to  be  drained  of  the  rewards  of  their  labor, 
to  cherifh  the  fcorching  fands  of  Florida ,  and  the  icy  rocks  of 
Canada  and-  l\ova-Scotiay  which  never  will  ceturn  to  us  one 
farthing  that  we  fend  to  them. 

Great-Britai n  ---I  mean,  the  miniftry  in  Creat-Britian9 
bas  cantoned  Canada  and  Florida  out  into  five'  ov  fx  govern- 
snaents,  and  may  form  as  many  nnre.  There  nowar  t.  fourteen 
tor  fifteen  regiments  on  this  continent  ;  and  there  foon  may 
be  as  many  rnqre.  To  make  “  an  adequate  provision,  ”  for 
in  these  exp.en-ces,  is.,  no  doubt,  to  be  the  inheritance  of 
the  colonies. 

Cam  any  man  believe  that  the  duties  upon  paper,  dye.  are 
the  laft- that  will  be  laid  for  thefe  purpofes  ?  It  is  in  vain  t© 
ikope,  that  becaufe  it  is  impruJent  to  lay  duties  on  the  ex¬ 
portation  of  ruamifaftmres  from  a  mother  country  to  colonies* 
as  it  may  promote  manufactures  among  them,  that  this  con- 
^deration  will  prevent  fuck  a  meafure. . 

AmB'I  t igus, artful  men  have  made  it  popular,  and  what¬ 
ever  injuftice  or  deftru&ion  wall  attend  it  in  the  opinion  of  the 
colonifts,  at  home  it  will  be  thought  juft  and  faintary*. 

The  people  of  Greai-Britian ,  will  be  told,  and  have  been 

told,  tliat-//;^  are  {inking  under  an  immenfe  debt - tb  at  great 

part  -cf  this  deb.t  has  been  contracted  in  defending  the  colo¬ 
nies 

*  c<  SocrJuJous ,  as  well  as  obfinatr,  are  the  people  In  beVrevir^  e*very 
thing  which  flatters  their  prevailing pajfion."  Hume's  Hijl.  oj  England 
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nies—  that  thefe  are  fo  ungrateful  and  undutlful,  that  the* 
will  not  contribute  one  mite  to  its  payment-~nor  even  to  the 
lupport  of  the  army  now  kept  up  for  their  “  defence  and  fe- 
cunty  ’’---that  they  are  rolling  in  wealth,  and  are  offo  bold 
and  republican  a  fpirit,  that  they  are  aiming  at  indepen¬ 
dence— that  the  only  way  to  retain  them  in  “  obedience’ 
js  to  keep  a  {ln£l  watch  over  them,  and  to  draw  off  part  of 
their  riches  in  taxes-- -and  that  every  burden  laid  upon  them , 
2s  taking  off  to  much  from  Great- Britain.--. Thefe  affertions 
\vill  be  generally  believed,  and  the  people  will  be  perfuaded 
that  they  cannot  be  too  angry  with  their  colonies,  as  that 
anger  will  be  profitable  to  themfelvcs. 

In  truth,  Great-Britain  alone  receives  the  benefit  from 
Canada,  Nova- Scotia  and  Florida  ;  and  therefore  fhe  alone 
ought  to  maintain  them.  The  old  maxim  of  the  law  is  drawn 
firorn  reafon  and  juffice,  and  never  could  be  more  properly 
applied*  than  in  this  cafe.  A  * 

Qiii  fentit  commodum ,  /entire  delet  et  onus . 

They  who  feel  the  benefit,  ought  to  feel  the  burden, 

A  FARMER, 


LETTER  IX. 

My  dear  Countrymen, 

I  HAVE  made  fome  obfervaticns  on  the  purposes  for 
which  money  is  to  be  levied  upon  us  by  the  la  e  ad  of 
parliament.  I  ffiall  now  offer  to  your  confidtfration  fome  fur¬ 
ther  refledions  on  that  fubjed  :  And,  unlefs  I  am  greatly 
miftaken,  if  thefe  purpofes#  are  accomplifhed  according  to  the 
expreffed  intention  of  the  ad,  they  will  be  found  effectually 
to  fup erf e e  t h a t  authority  in  our  refpedive  affemblies,  which 
is  effential  to  liberty.  The  quedion  is  not,  whether  lome 

branches  lhall  be  1  opt  off - The  ax  is  laid  to  the  root  of  the 

tree  ;  and  the  whole  body  muff  infallibly  perilh,  if  we  remain 
idle  fpedatorsof  the  work. 

No  free  people  ever  exiffed,  or  can  ever  exift,  without  keep¬ 
ing,  to  life  a  common,  but  firong  expreffion,  “  the  purfe 
firings,”  in  their  own  hands.  Where  this  is  the  caie,  they 
have  a  conjiituthnal  cf  gck  upon  the  adminiffration,  which 
may  thereby  be  brought  into  order  without  violence  :  But 
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■where  fuch  a  poorer  Is  not  lodged  in  the  people ,  opprefnon 
proceeds  uncontrouled  in  its  career,  till  the  governed,  tranf* 
ported  into  rage,  feek  redrefsinthe  midft  of  blood  &confufion. 

The  elegant  and  ingenious  Mr.'  Hume,  fpeaking  of  the 
yinglo  Norman  government,  fays----  “  Princes  and  Minifters 
were  too  ignorant,  to  be  themfelves  fenfible  of  the  advantge 
attending  an  equitable  adminiftration,  and  there  was  no  efta* 
"blilhed  council  or  ajfemhly  which  could  protect  the 
people,  and  by  withdrawing  supplies,  regularly  and 
peaceably  aamonifli  the  king  of  his  duty,  and  ensure  the 
execution  of  the  lav/s.” 

Thus  this  great  man,  whofe  political  reflections  are  fo  much 
admired,  makes  this  power  one  of  the  foundations  of  liberty. 

The  Englijlo  hiftory  abounds  with  inftances,  proving  that 
this  is  the  proper  and  luccefsful  wayto  obtain  redrefs  of  grie¬ 
vances.  How  often. have  kings  and  minifters  endeavoured  to 
throw7  off  this' legal  curb  upon  them,  by  attempting  to  raife 
money  by  a  variety  of  inventions,  under  pretence  of  law7, 
without  having  recourfe  to  parliament  ?  And  how  often  have 
they  been  brought  to  reafon,  and  peaceably  obliged  to  do 
juftice,  by  the  exertion  of  this  conftitutional  authority  of  the 
people,  vefted  in  their  reprefentatives  ? 

The  inhabitants  of tliefe  colonies  have,  onnumbcrlefs  occa- 
flons, reaped  the  benefit  of  lodged  in  their  af'emhlies , 

~  It  has  been  for  a  long  time,  and  now  is,  a  conftant  inftruc- 
tlon  to  all  governors,  to  obtain  a  permanent  [upper  t  of  offi¬ 
ces  of  -government .  But  as  the  author  of  “  the  adminiftra¬ 
tion  of  the  colonies”  fays,  “  this  order  of  the  crowm  is  general¬ 
ly,  if  not  univerfally, rejected  by  the  legiflatures  of  the  colonies.” 

The  y  perfectly  know7  how  much  their  grievances  w7ould  bn 
regarded,  if  they  had  no  other  method  of  engaging  attention, 
than  by  cowpiainwg.  Thofe  wrho  rule,  are  extremely  apt  to 
'think  well  of  the  con f! ructions  made  by  themfelves  in  fup- 
port  of  their  own  power.  Thefe  are  frequently  erroneous, 
and  pernicious  to  thofe  they  govern.  Dry  remonftrances,  to 
Biew  that  fuch  conftruCtions  are  wrong  and  oppreftive,  carry 
very  little  weight  with  them,  in  the  opinion  of  perfons  who 
gratify  their  own  inclinations  in  making  thefe  conftruCtions. 
They  cannot  underhand  the  reafoning  that  oppofes  their 
power  and  defires.  But  let  it  be  their  inter cf  to  under¬ 
hand  fuch  reafoning - and  a  wonderful  light  is  inftantly 

thrown  upon  the  matter  ;  and  then,  rejected  remonftrances 
become  as  clear  as  *  “  proof  of  holy  writ.” 

The  three  mod  important  articles  that  our  afiemblies,  or  any 
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legillaturcs  can  provide  for,  are,  Firft---the  defence  of  the 
fociety  :  Secondly-  —  theadminiftration  of  juftice  :  And  third¬ 
ly-— the  fupport  of  civil  government. 

Nothing  can  properly  regulate  the  expence  of  making 
provifion  for  thefe  occafions,  but  the  necefities  of  the  fociety  ; 
its  abilities  ;  the  conveniency  of  the  modes  of  levying  money 
in  it  ;  thi  manner  in  which  the  laws  have  been  executed  ;  and 
the  conduit  of  the  officers  of  government  :  Sill  which  are  cir- 
cumftances,  that  cannot  poftibly  be  properly  known,  but  by 
the  fociety  itfelf  ;  or  if  they  fhouid  be  known,  will  not  proba¬ 
bly  be  properly  conjidered  but  by  that  fociety. 

If  money  be  raifed  upon  us  by  others ,  without  our  confenr, 
for  our  “  defence,”  thole  who  are  the  judges  in  levying  it, 
muft  alfo  be  the  judges  in  applying  it.  Of  confequence  the 
mosey  /aid  to  be  taken  from  us  for  our  defence,  may  be  em¬ 
ployed  to  our  injury.  We  may  fee  chained  in  by  a  line  offer 
tifications  — -obliged  to  pay  for  the  building  and  maintaining 

them - and  be  told,  that  they  are  for  our  defence .  With 

what  face  can  we  dilpute  the  fact,  after  having  granted  that 
thofe  who  apply  the  aioney,  had  a  right  to  levy  it  ?  For  fure- 
ly,  it  is  much  eafier  for  their  wifdom  to  underhand  how  to 
apply  it  in  the  belt  manner,  than  how  to  levy  it  in  the  belt 
manner.  Befides,  the  right  of  levying  is  of  infinitely  more 
confequenc*,  than  that  of  applying,  The  people  of  England  „ 
who  would  burft  out  into  fury,  if  the  crown  Ihould  attempt 
to  levy  money  by  its  own  authority,  have  always  affigned  to 
the  crown  the  application  of  money. 

As  to  "  the  adminiftratioxi  of  juftice”——  the  judges  ought, 
in  a  well  regulated  hate,  to  be  equally  independent  of  the 
executive  and  legiflative  powers.  Thus  in  England ,  judges 
hold  their  commiffions  from  the  crown" during  good  behavior,  * 
and  have  falaries,  fuitable  to  their  dignity,  fettled  on  them 
by  parliament.  The  purity  of  the  courts  of  law  fince  thi* 
eftablifhmentjis  a  proof  of  the  wifdom  with  which  it  was  made. 

But  in  thefe  colonies,  how  Iruitlels  has  been  every  attempt 
to  have  the  judges  appointed  "  during  good  behavior  ?  ”  Yet 
whoever  confiders  the  matter  will  foon  perceive,  that  fnch 
commiffions  are  beyond  all  companion  more  ncceftary  in  thefe 
colonies,  than  they  were  in  England, 

The  chief  danger  to  the  fubject  there ,  arofe  from  the  ar¬ 
bitrary  defigns  of  the  crown  ;  but  here,  the  time  n  ay  come, 
when  we  may  have  to  contend  with  the  defgns  of  the  crown , 
and  of  a  mighty  kingdom.  What  then  muft  be  our  chance, 
when  the  laws  of  life  and  death  are  to  be  fpoken  by  judges 

totally  dependent  on  that  crown,  and  that  kingdom - fent 
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over  perhaps  from  thence-- filled  with  Britijb  prejudices - 
and  backed  by  a  standing  fupported  out  of  our  own 

pockets,  to  “  airert  &  maintain  “  dependence  &  obedience.”" 

/uppofing  that  through  the  extreme  lenity  that  will 
prevai  in  the  government  through  all  future  ages ,  thefe  colo- 
nies  wdl  never  behold  any  thing  like  the  campaign  of  chief 
jultice  j'ejfcreys,  yet  what  innumerable  ads  of  iniuftice  may 
'  be  committed,  and  how  fatally  may  the  principles  of  liberty 
be  Japped,  by  a  fucceffion  of  judges  utterly  independent  of  the 
P/fg  f  .  Before  fuch  judges,  the  fupple  wretches,  who  cheer- 

.  y  j°m  avowing  fentiments  inconfiftent  with  freedom 
Wili  always  meet  with  fmiles  ;  while  the  honed  and  brave  men' 
who  difdain  to  facrifice  their  native  land  to  their  own  advan* 
tage,  but  on  every  occafion  boldly  vindicate  her  caufe, will  con- 
lt-intly  be  regarded  with  frowns. 

I  here  are  two  other  coi  federations  relating  to  this  head, 
that  deierve  the  mold  ierious  attention. 

By  the  late  aft>  the  officers  of  the  cuftoms  are  “  impowered 
to  enter  into  any  house,  warehoufe,  fhop,  or  other  place, 
in  tlle  Britijh  colonies  or  plantations  in  America ,  to  fearch 
ior,  or  feize  prohibited  or  unaccuftomed  goods,  ”  &c.  on 
c<  granted  by  the  fuperior  or  lupreme  court  of  juftice, 

having  jurifdiftion  within  fuch  colony  or  plantation  refpec- 
tivejy.”  r 

If  we  only  reH'eft,  that  the  judges  of  thefe  courts  are  to 
be  during pleafure- --that  they  are  to  have  “  adequate provifiori" 
made  for  them,  which  is  to  continue  dur'mg  their  complaifant 

behavior -  that  they  may  be  Ji rangers  to  thefe  colonies _ 

what  an  engine  of  oppreffion  may  this  authority  be.  in  fuch 
hands  ? 

I  am  well’  aware,  that  writs  of  this  kind  may  be  granted 
at  home,  under  the  feal  of  the  court  of  exchequer  :  But  I 
know  alio,  that  the  greateft  afferters  of  the  rights  of  Englijh- 
?nen  have  always  ftrenuoufly  contended,  that  fuch  a  power 
was  dangerous  to  freedom,  and  exprefly  contrary  lo  the  com¬ 
mon  law,  which  ever  regarded  a  man’s  houfe  as  his'caftle,, 
or  a  place  of  perfect  fecurity. 

If  fuch  power  was  in  the  leaft*  degree  dangerous  there ,  it 
mud  be  utterly  deltruftive  to  liberty  here .  For  the  people 
there  have  two  fecurities  agaiaft  the  undue  exercile  of  this 
power  by  the  crown,  which  are  wanting  with  us,  if  the  late 
aft  takes  place.  In  the  firft  place,  if  any  in ju dice  is  done 
there,  the  perfon  injured  may  bring  his  aftion  again  ft  the  of¬ 
fender,  and  have  it  tried  before  independent  judges,  wha 
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are  *  no  parties,  in  committing  the  injury.  Here 
lie  nuift  have  it  tiled  he  1  ore  dependent  judges  being 
the  men  who  granted  the  writ. 

To  lay,  that  the  came  is  to  be  tried  by  a  jury,  can  never 
reconcile  men  who  have  any  idea  of  freedom,  td  fuch  a  power. 
.For  we  know  that  ihertifs  in  almoft  every  colony  on  this  con¬ 
tinent,  are  totally  dependent  on  the  crown  ;  and  packing  of 
juries  has  been  frequently  praaifed  even  in  the  capital  of  the 
titijv  empue.  Even  if  juries  are  well  inclined,  weh^vetoo 
rn  my  inilances  tne  influence  of  over-bearing  un]  nil  .judges 

ppon  them.  The  brave  and  wife  men  who  accompiiihed 
t  e  revolution,  thought  the  independency  of  judges  effential  to 
freedom.  >  V  -  ^ 

The  other  lecurity  which  the  people  have  at  home,  but 
which  we  fhall  want  here,  is  this. 

If  this  power  is  abufed  there ,  the  parliament,  the 
groini  resource  of  the  oppreled  people,  is  ready  to 
aifoid  renef.  Redrefs  of  grievances  mad  precede  grants  of 
mon  .y,.  B  ut  what  regard  can  we  expert  to  have  paid  to  our 
ahe.nblies,  when  taey  will  not  hold  even  the  puny  privilege 
of  French  parliaments--- that  of  regiilering,  before  they  aye 
pm.  in  execution,  the  edicts  that  take  away  our  j money. 

.  The  fecond.conOderation  above  hinted  at,  is  this.  There 
us  a  confufion  in  .  our  laws,  that  is  quite 'unknown  in  Great - 
Lain .  As  this  cannot  be  deferibedin  a  more  clear  or  exaff 
mannei ,  than  has  been  done  by  the  ingenious  author  of  the 
hiftory  of  New-York,  I  beg  leave  to  life  his  words.  ii  The 
hate  of  our  laws  opens  a  door  to  much  controverfy .  The  un¬ 
certainty  ,  with  refpe<ft  to  them,  renders  property  pre¬ 
carious  and  GREATLY  EXPOSES  us  to  the  arbitrary 
decision  of  sad  judges.  The  common  law  of  England 
is  generally  received,  together  with  fuch  ffatutes  as  were  en¬ 
acted  beiore  we  had  a  legiflature  of  our  own  ;  but  our 
courts  exercise  a  sovereign  authority,  in  determining 
ffat.  Paris  °f  the  common  and Jlat  ufe  law  ought  to  be„ex  tended  : 
a  ,ji  it  muff  be  admitted,  that  the  difference  of  circum dances 
necelfarily  requires  us,  in  fome  cafes,  to  reject  the  determi¬ 
nation  of  both.  In  many  in  (lances,  they  have  alfo  extended 
even  a<5ls  01  parliament,  pa /fed  fin  ce  we  had  adiftin&  Ixgill^r. 
lure,  which  is  greatly  adding  to  sur  confufion.  The  practice 
our  courts  is  no  lefs  uncertain  .than  the  law.  Some  of 
the  Englijh  rules  are  adopted,  others  rejeded.  Two  things 

&  2  therefore 
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^nc  ,wnts  ^or  marching  houfes  in  England,  are  to  be  granted 
under  tne  leal  of  the  court  of  exchequer,”  according  to  the  ;£gtute>- 
i  4  ant  feal  is  kept  by  the  chancellor  of  th*  exchequer.  4//;  Inji.g.  1.04 , 
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therefore  feetn  to  be  absolutely  nfcessary  forthe  pub- 
tic  security.  Firft,  the  patting  an  a&  for  fettling  the 
extent  ol  the  Englijh  laws.  Secondly,  that  the  courts  ordain 
a  general  fett  of  rules  for  the  regulation  of  the  pra&ice.” 

How  eafy  it  will  be,  under  this  “  hate  of  our  laws,”  for  an 
artful  judge,  to  aft  in  the  molt  arbitrary  manner,  and  yet  co¬ 
ver  his  condud  under  fpecious  pretences  ;  and  how  difficult 
it  will  be  forthe  injured  people  to  obtain  relief,  maybe  rea- 
dily  perceived.  We  may  take  a  voyage  of  3000  miles  to  com¬ 
plain  ;  and  after  the  trouble  and  hazard  we  have  undergone, 
we  may  be  told,  that  the  colle&ion  of  the  revenue,  and  main¬ 
tenance  of  the  prerogative,  muft  not  be  difcouraged----and 
if  the  miffiehavior  is  fo  grofs  as  to  admit  of  no  juftification, 
it  may  be  faid,  that  it  was  an  error  in  judgment  only,  arifing 
from  the  confufion  of  our  laws,  and  the  zeal  of  the  King’s 
fervants  to  do  their  duty.  ® 

If  the  commiffions  of  judges  are  during  the  plea  fur  e  of  the 
cro<u>nt  yet  if  their  falaries  are  during  the  pleafure  of  the 
pcopley  there  will  be  fame  check  upon  their  conduct.  For  men 
will  confent  to  draw  on  themfelves  the  hatred  and  contempt  of 
thoic  among  whom  they  live,  for  the  empty  honour  of  being 
judges.lt  is  the  fordid  love  of  gain, that  tempts  men  to  twrn  their 
backs  on  virtue,  and  pay  their  homage  where  they  ought  not. 

As  to  the  third  particular,  “  the  fupport  of  civil  govern¬ 
ment,”---  few  words  will  be  fufficient.  Every  man  of  the  • 
leaf!  underftanding  mull  know,  that  the  executive  power  may 
be  exercifed  in  a  manner  fo  difagreeable  and  harrafing  to  the 
people,  that  it  is  absolutely  requisite,  that  they  fhould  be  en¬ 
abled  by  the  gentled  method  which  human  policy  has  yet 
been  ingenious  enough  to  invent,  that  is,  by /hutting  their 
hands y  to  “  admonish”  (As  Mr.  tfume fays)  certain  perfons 

4 ‘  OF  THEIR  DUTY,” 

What  fhall  we  now  think  when,  upon  looking  into  the 
iate  a<5t,  we  find  the  aflemblies  of  thefe  provinces  thereby 
t.tript  of  their  authority  on  thefe  feveral  heads  P  The  declared 
intention  of  the  aft  is,  “that  a  revenue  fhould  be  rai  fed  u* 
his  Majesty’s  DOMINIONS  in  America,  for  making  a 
more  certain  and  addequate  provifion  for  defraying  the  charge 
of  the  administration  of  justice,  and  the  fupport  of 
civil  government  in  fuch  provinces  wl\erQ  ifc  fhall  be 
found  neceffary,  and  towards  further  defraying  the  expends  of 
r> f. fencing,  protecting  and  securing  the  SAID 
DOMINIONS. 

Let  the  reader  paufe  here  one  moment---and  refieft--- 
whethcr  die  colony  in  which  he  lives,  has  not  made  fuel  1 

“  certain, 
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41  certain  and  adequate  'provifion” thefe purpofes,  as  is  by 
the  colony  judged  fuitable  to  its  abilities  ,and  other  circumjlanccs . 
Then  let  him  reflect--- -whether  if  this  a£t  takes  placed  money 
is  not  to  be  raifed  on  that  colony  without  its  confent,  to  make 
“  provifion”  foi'  thefe  purpofes ,  which  it  does  not  j ud^e  to  be 
fuitable  to  its  abilities ,  and  all  other  circumfances .  Ladly, 
let  him  reflect- ---whether  the  people  of  that  country  are  not 
m  a  hate  of  the  mod  abject  Haver yirwkofe property  may  be  taken 

from  them  under  the  notion  of  right,  when  they  have  rejufed 
to  give  it. 

For.  my  part,  I  think  I  have  good  reafon  for  vindicating, 
the  honor  of  the  affemblies  on  this  continent,  by  publicly  af- 
ferting,  that  they  have  made  as  “  certain  and  adequate  pro - 
vijiori *  for  the  purpofes  abovementioned ,  as  they  ought  to  have 
made ,  and  that  it  fhould  not  be  prefumed,  that  they  will  not 
do  it  hereafter.  Why  then  fhoul dthefe  jnofl  important  trujls 
be  wrefted  out  of  their  hands  ?  Why  (hould  they  not  now  be 
permitted  to  enjoy  that  authority,  which  they  have  excrcifed 
from  the  fird  fettlement  of  thefe  colonies  ?  Why  fhould  they 
be  fcandalized  by  this  innovation,  when  their  refpe6tiv .  pro¬ 
vinces  are  now,  and  will  be,  for  feveral  years,  laboring  un¬ 
der  loads  of  debt,  impofed  on  them  for  the  very  purpofe  now 
fpoken  of  ?  Why  fhould  all  the  inhabitants  of  thefe  colonies 
be,  with  the  utmod  indignity,  treated  as  a  herd  of  defpieable 
dupid  wretches,  fo  utterly  void  of  common  fenfe,  that  they 
will  not  even  make  ({  adequate  provifion”  for  the  “  admini- 
dration  of  juflice,  and  the  fupport  of  civil  government”  a- 
mong  them,  or  for  their  own  “  defence  though  without 
fuch  44  provifion”  every  people  mud  inevitably  be  overwhel¬ 
med  with  anarchy  and  dedru&ion  ?  Is  it  poffible  to  form  an 
idea  of  adavery  more co?npleat,  more  jniferable ,  more  difgrace - 
ful,  than  that  of  a  people,  where  j  u fie  e  is  admini fired,  go¬ 
vernment  exercifed ,  and  a  jl  an  ding  army  maintained ,  AT 
THE  EXPSNCE  OF  THE  PEOPLE,  and  yet  WITHOUT  THE  L  S  \St 

dependence  upon  them  ?  If  we  can  find  no  relief  from  this 
infamous  fituation-,  it  will  be  fortunate  for  us,  if  Mr.  Green - 
viile,  fetting  his  fertile  fancy  again  at  work,  can,  as  by  one 
exertion  of  it  he  has  driptus  of  our  property  and  liberty ,  by 
another,  deprive  us  of  fo  much  of  our  utidsrf  anding  ;  that, 
Unconfcioiis  of  what  we  have  bec-?i  or  are ,  and  ungoaded  bV 
tormenting  reflections,  we  may  bow  down  our  necks,  with  all 
the  ilupid  ferenity  of  fervitude,  to  any  drudgery,  which  our 
lords  and  mailers  {hall  plea  e  to  command. 

When  the  charges  of  the  “  adminiftration  of  jiidice,”  the 

fupport  of  civil  government,”  and  the  expences  of<f  defen¬ 
ding. 
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fn%  Protefl'ng  and  Securing”  «s,  are  provided  for,  I  fhould 
De  g  ad  to  know,  upon  what  occa  lions  the  crown  will  ever 
call  our  afTemblies  together.  Some  few  of  them  may  meet 
ot  their  own  accord,  by  virtue  of  their  charters.  But  what 

W!  ^ave  dop  wIlch  they  are  met  >  To  what  fbadows 

will  they  be  reduced  ?  the  men,  whofe  deliberations  hereto¬ 
fore  had  an  influence  on  every  matter  relating  to  the  liberty 
and  hap  pi  Kefs  of  themfelvesand  their  condiments,  and  whofe 
authority  m  domeitic  affairs  at  leaf*,  might  well  be  cornua- 
’j  ed  to  that  of  Roman  fenators,  will  no<w  End  their  delibera¬ 
tions  of  no  more  confequence,  than  thole  of  conjiabks.  They 
may  perhaps  be  allowed  to  make  laws  for  the  yokinv  of  hogs ^ 
or  pounding  of  fray  cattle.  Their  influence  will  hardly  be 
permittedto  extend  fo  high,  as  the  keeping  roads  in  repair , 
as  that  bujinefs  may  more  properly  be  executed  by  thofewho 
receive  the  public  cadi. 

One  mod  memorable  example  in  hidory  is  fo  applicable 
to  the  point  now  infided  on,  that  it  will  form  a  jud  conclu¬ 
sion  of  the  obfei  vations  that  have  been  made. 

S  p  4 1  n  was  once  free.  Their  Cortes  refem’bled  our  parli¬ 
aments.  No  money  could  be  raifed  on  the  fubjeft,  without 
their  confent .  Gne  of -their  Kings  having  received  a  gran  t 
from  them,  to  maintain  a  war  againfl  the  Moors ,  defired, 
that  if  the  fum  which  they  had  given,  Should  not  be  fuflicient, 
fie  might  be  allowed  for  that  emergency  only ,  to  raife  more 
■money  without  affembling  the  Cortes.  The  reqned  was  vio¬ 
lently  oppofed  by  the  bed  and  wifed  men  in  the  afletnbly.  It 
■was,  however,  complied  with  by  the  votes  of  a  majority  ;  and 
this  Angle  concedion  was  a  precedent  for  other  concellions 
©f  the  like  kind,  until  at  lad  the  crown  obtained  a  general 
power  of  railing  money,  in  cafes  of  necedity.  From  that 

period  the  Cortes  ceafed  to  be  iifeful, --  the  people  ceafed  to 
h  e  free. 


V enienti  occur  rite  morlo. 

Oppofe  a  difeafe  at  its  beginning, 
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LETTER  X. 

My  Dear  Countrymen, 

*T1I1E  confequences,  mentioned  in  the  lad  letter,  will  not 
!he  utmoft  limits  of  our  mifery  and  infamy,  if  the 
J*116  *a ‘s  acknowledged  to  be  binding  upon  us.  We  feel 
too  fennbly,  that  any  minijterial  meafnre,  *  relating  to'thefe 
colonies-  are  foon  carried  fucccfsfully  through  the  paSta- 
ment.  Certain  prejudices  operate  there  fo  Ih-ongly  aeainft 
us,  that  it  may  be  juftly  quetlioned,  whether  all  the  provin¬ 
ces  united,  will  ever  be  able  effectually  to  call  to  an  account, 
before  the  parliament,  any  mmifter  who  fhall  abide  thepow- 
er  by  the  late  aft  given  to  the  crown  in  America.  He  may- 
divide  tne  fpods  torn  from  us  in  what  manner  he  pFeafes,  ancS 
mtejhall  lave  no  way  of  making  him  refponfihle.  If  he  ihould 
order,  that  every  governor  fhall  have  a  yearly  falary  of  coool. 
fterlmg.  ;  every  ehtef  jnjlice  of  3000!  ;  every  inferior  offices.' 
m  proportion  ;  and  Ihould  then  reward  the  molt  profligate 
ignorant,  or  needy  dependents  on  himfelf  or  his  friends,  with 
p.aces  of  the  greateft  truff,  becaufe  they  were  of  tile  great-eft 
prrfit,  this  would  be  called  an  arrangement  in  confequence 
0  , t/:e  ."  a(lequate  provifion  lor  oefraying  the  charge,  of  the 
admmiftration  of  juftice,  and  the  fupport  of  the  eivil  govern- 
ment ;  And  if  tae  taxes  Ihould  prove  at  any  time  infuffi- 
cient  to  anfwer  all  the  expcnces  of  the  numberlefs  offices, 
w^.ch  mmrfters  may  plcafe  to  create,  furely  the  members  of 
the  houfe  ol  commons  will  be  fo  «  modejl ,  »  as  not  to  “  con¬ 
tradict  a  mmifter”  who  fhall  tell' them.it  is  become  neceffary 
to  lay  a  new  tax  upon  the  colonies,  for  the  laudable  pm  po¬ 
les  of  decaying  the  charges  of  the  “  adminiftrationof  iultice, 
and  fupport  of  civil  government”  among  them.  Thus,  in 
faa,  we  Iliad  be  f  taxed  by  minifters.  In  ihort.  it  will  be  in 

^  £cn*je3Tjan  rnuff  not  wonder  lie  was  not  eontradi<5kd,when» 
as  mimjtsr, he  afierted  the  right  of  parliament  to  tax  America.  .1  know 
not  how  it  is,  but  there  is  a  modesty  in  this  houfe,  which  ekes  not 
Cl°fJ\  •’o  contraairt  *  mimfter,  I  with  gentlemen  would  get  the  better  of 
this  madefy,  if  they  do  not,  perhaps  the  collective  bo¬ 
dy  mai  BEGIN  xQ  ABATE  OE  ITS.  R.ESLPECT  FORTHE  REPRE¬ 


SENT  ATlVEf 


Mr.  Speech. 


t  nhm  this  ad  (jlaiute  dr  tallaino  von  concedench )  are  all  new 
omces  ereded  with  new  fees,  or  rid  ofhees  with  new  fees,  for  that  is  a 

U‘  bibjed,  w  hich  cannot  be  done  without  common 

Mlai,  by  ad  of  parliament,  And  this  doth  notably  appear  by  a-  po- 
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their  power  to  fettle  upon  usany  civil,  eccle siastIcal, 
or  military  eP.ablifhment,  which  they  choofe. 

We  may  perceive,  by  the  example  of  Ireland ,  how  eager 
mini  tiers  are  to  ieize  upon  any  fettled  revenue,  and  apply  it 
in  fupporting  their  own  power.  Happy  are  the  men,  and 
happy  the  people  <who  grt><w  wife  by  the  misfortunes  of  others. 
Earneftly,  my  dear  countrymen,  do  I  befeech  the  author  of 
all  good  gifts,  that  you  may  grow  wife  in  this  manner  ;  and 
if  I  may  be  allowed  to  take  i'uch  a  liberty,  I  beg  leave  to  re¬ 
commend  to  you  in  general,  as  the  bell  method  of  attaining 
this  wifdom,  diligently  to  Rudy  the  hiftories  of  other  coui£ 
tries.  1  ou  will  there  find  all  the  arts,  that  can  poffibly  be 
pradifed  by  cunning  rulers,  or  falfe  patriots  among  your- 
lelves,  fo  fully  delineated,  that,  changing  names,  iheaccount 
would  ferve  for  your  own  times. 

It  is  pretty  well  known  on  this  continent,  that  Ireland 
has,  with  a  regular  confiftency  of  injuftice,  been  cruelly  trea¬ 
ted  by  miniftersin  the  article  o { petijions  ;  but  there  are  fome 
alarming  circumftances  relating  to  that  fubjed,  which  I  wifh 
to  have  been  better  known  among  us. 

t  The  revenue  of  the  crown  there  arifes  principally  from 

the 

tition  in  parliament  in  anno  i  H.  IV.  where  the  commons  complain, 
that  an  office  was  created  for  meafurage  of  cloths  and  canvas,  with  a 
new  fee  tor  the  fame,  by  colour  of  the  king’s  letters  patents,  and  pray, 
that  thefe  letters  patents  may  be  revoked,  for  that  the  king  couldere<5l 
no  offices  with  new  fees  to  be  taken  of  the  people,  who  may  not  fo 
be  charged  but  by  parliament.”  zd  Injl.  p.  533. 

X  An  enquiry  into  the  legality  of  penfions  on  the  Irijh  eftabliffi- 
mt,  by  Alexander  M  AuLiy,  Efq;  one  of  the  King’s  council,  &c. 
Mr.  M  Aulay  concludes  his  piece  in  the  following  beautiful  man¬ 
ner.  “  If  any penjions  have  been  obtained  on  that  eftablifhment,  to 

SERVE  THE  CORRUPT  PURPOSES  OF  AMBITIOUS  MEN. - If  his 

Ivlajefty’s  revenues  of  Ireland  have  been  employed  in  penfions,  to 

debauch  his  majesty's  sub j ect s  of  both  kingdoms. - If  the 

treafure  of  Ireland  has  been  expended  in  penfions,  for  corrupting 
MEN  OF  THAT  KINGDOM  TO  BETRAY  THEIR  COUNTRY  J  and 

men  of  the  neighbouring  kingdom,  to  betray  both. - 1  {Irijh  penlions 

have  been  procured,  to  support  gamesters  and  gaming¬ 
houses  j  promotinga  vice  which  threatens  national  ruin. —  If  pen¬ 
fions  have  been  perloined  out  of  tne  national  treafure  of  Ireland ,  un¬ 
fertile  MASK  OF  SALARIES  ANNEXED  TO  PUBLIC  OFFICES,  USE¬ 
LESS  TO  the  nation  j  newly  invented,  FOR  THE  PURPOSES  OF 
corruption, --If  Ireland,  juft  beginning  to  recover  from  the  devia¬ 
tions  of  mafia  ere  and  rebellion,  be  ob  fruited  m  the  progrtfs  of  her 
cure,  BY  SWARMS  OF  PENSIONARY  VULTURES  PREYING  ON 

her  vitals.-  — If,  by  fqtundcring  the  national  fubflance  of  Ireland 
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the  Excife  granted  “  for  pay  of  the  army,  and  defraying  other 

PUBLIC  charges, tn  defence  andprefervation  of  the  kingdom" _ 

from  the  tonnage  and  additional  poundage  granted  “  for 
protesting  the  trade  of  the  kingdom  at  fea,  and  augmenting  he 
public  revenue  5,—from  the  hearth  money  granted  -\s  a 
“  public  revenue ,  for  public  charges  andexpences ”  There 
are  fome  other  branches  of  the  revenue,  concerning  which 
there  is  not  any  exprefs  appropriation  of  them  for°puBLic 
Jervice ,  but  winch  were  plainly  fo  intended. 

thefe  branches  of  the  revenue  the  crown  is  only  truftcc 
for  the  public.  They  are  unalienable.  They  are  inapplica¬ 
ble  to  any  other  purpoles,  but  thofe  for  which  they  were  eftab- 
lifhed  ;  and  therefore  are  not  legally  chargeable  with  penfions. 

There  is  another  kind  of  revenue,  which  is  a  private  re¬ 
venue.  This  is  not  limited  to  any  public  ufes  ;  butthecrown 
has  the  fame  property  in  it,  that  any  perfon  has  in  his  eftate. 
I  his  does  not  amount,  at  the  moll,  to  Fifteen  thoufand  Pound r 
a  year,  probably  not  to  Seven ,  and  is  the  only  revenue,  that 
can  be  legally  charged  with  penfions. 

If  minifters  were  accuftomed  to  regard  the  rights  or  hap- 
pmefs  of  the  people,  the  penfions  in  Ireland  would  not  exceed 
the  fum  juft  mentioned  :  But  long  fince  have  they  exceeded 
that  limit  ;  and  in  December  1765,  a  motion  was  made  in  the 
houfe  of  commons  in  that  kingdom,  to  addrefs  his  Majefty 
on  the  great  increafe  of  penfions  on  the  Irijh  eftablifliment, 
amounting  to  the  fum  of  158/, 85  1.— -in  the  laft  two  years. 

Attempts  have  been  made  to  glofs  over  the  grofs  en¬ 
croachments,  by  this  fpecious  argument— That  expending 
a  competent  part  of  the  public  revenue  in  penfions,  from  a 
principle  of  charity  or  generofity,  adds  to  the  dignity  of  the 
crown  ;  and  is  therefore  ufeful  to  the  public.’’  To  give 
this  argument  any  weight,  itT  muft  appear,  that  the  penfions 

proceed  from  “ charity  or  generojity  only  ” - and  that  it 

“  adds  t0  the  dIgnit7  of  the  crown,’’  to  aft  dire  ft  ly  contrary 
to  Jaw.-—  H  From 


in  a  tlCfcNTiOtJS,  f/NPOUNDED  PROFt/SlON  OF  PENSIONS,  in- 
ead  or  employing  it  in  nourifhing  and  improving  her  infant  agri¬ 
culture,  trade  and  manufactures ,  or  in  enlightening  and  reforming  her 
poor,  ignorant ,  deluded,  tniferable  natives  (bv  nature  molt  amiable 
molt  valuable,  mod  worthy  of  public  attention)  — If,  by  fuch  abufe 
oj  the  national  fubjiance,Jloth  and  naflinefs ,  cold  and  hunger,  nahednefs 
and  avretchednef ,  popery,  depopulation  arid  barbarifm,  ftill  maintain 
their  ground  fill  deform  a  country,  abounding  with  all  the  riches  of 
nature,  yet  hitherto  deftined  to  beggary.---If  such  pensions  be 
ound  on  the  eftablidiinent ;  let  fuch  be  cut  off:  And  let  the 
perfidious  advders  be  branded  with  indelible  characters  of  public  in- 
xamy  j  adequate,  if  poiftblc,  to  the  diihonor  of  their  crime.” 
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From  this  conduct  towards  Ireland ,  in.  open  violation  oF 
law,  we  may  eafily  foreiee  what  we  may  expert,  when  a  mi- 
niher  will  have  the  whole  revenue  of  America  in  his  own  hands* 
to  be  diipofed  of  at  his  own  pleafure  :  For  all  the  monies 
raifed  by  the  late  adt  are  to  be  “  applied  by  virtue  of  warrants 
Under  the  fign  manual,  counterfigned  by  the  high  treafurer,  or 
any  three  of  the  commilTioners  of  the  treafury.”  The 
**  residue”  indeed  is  to  be  “  paid  into  the  receipt  of  the  ex¬ 
chequer,  and  to  be  difpofed  of  by  parliament.”  So  that  a> 
minider  will  have  nothing  to  do,  but  to  take  care',  that  there 
fhall  be  no  “  refidue,”  and  he  is  fuperior  to  all  control*!. 

Besides  the  burden  of p enfions  in  Ireland ,  which  have  e- 
normouflv  encreaied  within  thefe  few  years,  almoft  all-  the? 
offices  in  that  poor  kingdom,  have  been,  lince  the  commence¬ 
ment  of  the  prefent  century,  and  now  are  beftowed  upon 
fir  angers .  For  tho?  the  merit  of  perfons  born  there,  juflly 
raifes  them  to  places  of  high  trull:  when  they  go  abroad,  as 
all  Europe  can  witnefs’,  yet  he  is  an  uncommonly  luckly /r//7^ 
man ,  who  can  get  a  good  poll  in  his  native  country . 

When  I  confider  the  *  manner  in  which,  that  ifland  has 

been 

*  9* 

*  In  Chariest He  fecontTs  time,  the  houfe  of  commons,  influenced* 
By  feme  factious  demagogues,  were  refolved  to  prohibit  the  importa¬ 
tion  of  Irijh  cattle  into  England .  Among  other  arguments  in  favor’ 

of  Ireland  it  was  infilled - That  by  cutting  off  almoft  entirely  the 

trade  between  the  kingdoms,  all  the  natural  bands  of  union 
were  dissolved,  and  nothing  remained  to  keep  the  IriJJ)  in  their 
duty,  but  Jorce  and  <violen.ee E 

6i  The  king  (fays  Mr.  Hunt?,  in  his  hiftory  of  England )  was  fo* 
convinced  of  the  juftnefs  of  thefe  reafons,  that  he  ufed  all  his  intereft 
to  oppole  the  bill,  and  he  openly  declared,  that  he  could  not  give  hi$ 
aifent  to  it  with  a  Jafe  conference.  But  the  commons  were  refolute  in- 
their  purpofeT - “  And  the  fpirit  of  E'CRANNY,  of  which  nati¬ 

ons  areas  ficfceptible  as  individuals,  had  animated  the  Englijh 
extremely  to  exert  their  superiority  ever  their  defendmf 
fate.  No  affair  could  be  conduced  with  greater  violence  than  this 
By  the  commons.  They  even  went  fo  far  in  the  preamble  of  the  bill,, 
as  to  declare- the  importation  of  Irijh  cattle  to  be  a  nusancs.  By 
this  exprefiton- they  gave  fcope  to  their  faffiion ,  and  at  the  fame  time 
barred  the  ling's  prerogative by  which  he  might  think  himfelf  intit- 
led  to  difoenfe  with*  a  law,  so  full  of-  injustice  and  bad  po¬ 
licy.  Thfkmds  expunged  the  word,,  but  as  the  king  was  fenfible 
that  no  fuppiy  would  be  givens  by  the  commons,  unlefs  they  were 
gratified  m  all  their  prejudices,  he  was  obliged  both  to  employ  his 
Entered  with  the  peers,  to  make  the  bill  pafe,  and  to  give  the  royal 
nlfent  to  it.  He  could  not,  however  forbear  exprelfing  his  difpleafure* 
at  the  jealoiifv  entertained  againft  him,  and  at  the  intention  which  the 
commons  difcovered,  of  retrenching  his  prerogative*. 
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©een  uniformly  depreffed  for  fo  many  years  paft,  with  »K*. 
^rn.cl0US  particularity  of  their  t  farlilL,  Jtin'uZt  £* 
as  the  crow  pfeafes  I  am  aftonilhcd  to  boferve  fuch  a  [0Z  fr 

/  erty  fttll  animating  hath  loyal  and  generous  nation  •  and 
•nothing  can  raife  higher  my  idea  ofthe^  rECRiTv  and  ? 

H  2  * 

*  PUBLIC 

B  UtTt  U  A  s' arc  TD 1  s  T  R  E  S  S  FOR  SOME  TIME  UP- 
■OREATER  industry  ?0  MANUFicTURETsftVR  W''IK 

VHE  issue  bEnep,c,al0tMoAth^CkTinod6o’mA.-D  HAS  PR0VED  IN 

$Lk'n%  pre- 

people  W**’  th! 

i  t:£rh  w* -AS  zx«to  js**? 

GrJ«?fit;r-dlfferefe  ,0  hls  Majc-fty,  whether  fupplies  are  ,i  j  „ 
«ontrf  5  bUt  “  Kak^  to  the  -com! 

;  Tt fc-^^-Thi,  pi-Lptst":,;  ?„F 

.to  Their ycoZf^J  pr0ikil>le  t0  th-“y«s>  though  ever  lb  CtOnJiU 

hef,lrCh„lS  'h|  aCCar,fed  "atHre  oi  hwkrs  ambition,  and  yet— -What 
■heait  but  melts  at  the  thought  ! - Such  falfe  H>tefl-,ki  \  '  ht 

m  every ftate,  have  led  their  blind,  conMnt  ’m  P , 

applaufes,  into  the  jaws  of  /W  and  rub?  M  L  Tg  ,he* 

-  WENTEM  WORTALIA  TANG-UNT." 

KitJh-*iinft  pSrl(bment  fon*™ed  33  years,  during  all  the  late 
hT  innin^oftSi  P  J  pa‘  'IT”1  th««  has  continued  from  the 
"  f  1  aitfinW.  fVw  an>i  Pro;:abl.v _w,ll  continue  till  this  reign  ends. 

to  the  boufcof  commons.  Vetting  forth,  <<  that  henW,  T*  ^ 

.ll'coTra^  dif  B^Tlern^  "°rth  f°  ‘h«' ™ 

"StSf*  •«"«  'v‘r *>if  CS>'  ‘ 

*  *9  A-.  JSSTsSEtS  » *»•* 

imported  into/«W;  but  afterwards  dnoi.M he 1/  hSmns* 

**"«*  wJTH 

entertl':,,eJ  °f 

with1 whichntheen  ali,£KZW  P?P®rsL,  t,lat  the  refolution  and  firmnefc 
ha-  been  fo  air p  C  ^rWhave  lately  Mimed  their  freedom, 
Pecn  *  in  Great-Brttam,  that  the  Lord  Lt«.ut.aiaiiv 
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public  spirit  of  a  people  who  have  preferved  the  facred 
fire  of  freedom  from  being  extinguiftied,  tho’  the  altar  on  which 
it  burnt,  has  been  overturned. 

In  the  fame  manner  (hall  we  unqueftionably  be  treated,  as 
foon  as  the  late  taxes  laid  upon  us,  fh  ill  make  polls  in  the 
government, ”  and  the  “  adminiftration  of  juffice”  here, 
worth  the  attention  of  perfons  of  influence  in  Great- Britain. 
We  know  enough  already  to  fatisfy  us  of  this  truth.  But 
this  will  not  be  the  word  part  of  our  cafe. 

The  principals ,  in  all  great  offices,  will  refide  in  England , 
making  fome  paltry  allowance  to  deputies  f©r  doing  the  bu- 
fmefs  her:.  Let  any  man  confider  what  an  exhaufting  drain 
this  muff  be  upon  us,  when  minifters  are  po(Te(Ted  of  the  pow¬ 
er  of  creating  what  pofts  they  pleafe,  and  of  affixing  to  fuch 
pofts  what  falaries  they  pleafe,  and  he  muff  be  convinced  how 
deftrudtive  the  late  ad  will  be.  The  injured  kingdom  lately  ' 
mentioned,  can  tell  us  the  mifchiefs  of  absentees  ;  and  we 
may  perceive  already  the  fame  difpofltion  taking  place  with 
us.  The  government  of  Nenn-York  has  been  exercifed  by  a 
deputy.  That  of  Virginia  is  now  held  fo  ;  and  we  know  of 
a  number  of  fecretaryfffips,  colledorlhips,  and  other  offices, 
held  in  the  fame  manner.  . 

Ttue  it  is,  that  if  the  people  of  Great -Britain  were  not 
too  much  blinded  by  the  paffions,  that  have  been  artfully  ex¬ 
cited  in  their  breads,  againfl  their  dutiful  children  the  colo- 
nifts,  thefe  conffdefations  would  be  nearly  alarming  to  them 
as  to  us.  The  influence  of  the  crown  was  thought  by  wife 
men,  many  years  ago,  too  great,  by  reafon  of  the  multitude 
of  penfions  and  places  beffowed  by  it.  Thefe  have  been  vaft- 
ly  encreafed  (ince  |),  and  perhaps  it  would  be  no  difficult  matter 
to  prove  that  tfee  people  have  decreafed. 

Surely 

in  his  fpeech  on  the  aoth  of  lad  OEleher,  “recommended  to  that  par. 
ljament,  that  fuch  provifion  may  be  made  for  fecuring  the  judges  Jn 
the  enjoyment  of  their  offices  and  appointments,  during  thEir 
good  behavior,  as  (hall  bethought  molt  expedient.” 

What  an  important  concellion  is  thus  obtained,  by  making  demands 
becoming  freemen,  with  a  courage  &  perfeverance  becoming  Freemen  [ 


|{  One  of  the  reafons  urged  by  that  great  and  honeft  datefman,  Sir 
William  Temple,  to  Charles  the  Second,  in  his  famous  l  emon  (trance, 
to  diffiiade  him  from  aim  ng  av  arbitrary  power,  was,  that  the  King 
«  had  few  offices  to  beftow.”  Hume' s  Hift.  of  England. 

Tho’  the  wings  of  prerogative  have  been  dipt,  the  influence  of 
the  crown  is  greater  than  ever  it  was  in  any  period  of  oui  h  1  ftory « 
For  when  we" confider  in  how  many  boroughs  the  government  has  the 

votes  at  command  j  when  W  confider  the  vaft  body  of  perions  em- 
'  *  ployed 


I 

Surely  .therefore,  thofe  who  wifli  the  welfare  of  their 
country,  ought  ferioufly  to  reflect,  what  may  be  the  confequence 
of  fuch  a  new  creation  of  offices,  in  the  dilpofal  of  the  crown. 
The  army,  the  adminijlration  of ' juftice ,  and  the  civil  govern- 
vie?it  here,  with  fuch  falaries  as  the  crown  (hall  pleafe  to  an¬ 
nex,  will  extend  mini  ferial  influence  as  much  beyond  its  for¬ 
mer  bounds,  as  the  late  war  did  the  Britijh  Dominions . 

Bu  r  whatever  the  people  oi  Great- Britain  may  think  on 
this  occalion,  1  hope  the  people  of  thefe  colonies  will  unani- 
moufly  join  in  this  fentiment,  that  the  late  ad  of  parliament 
is  injurious  to  their  liberty,  and  that  this  fentiment  will  unite 
them  in  a  firm  oppofition  to  it,  in  the  fame  manner  as  the 
dread  of  the  Stamp- Aft  did. 

Some  perfons  may  imagine  the  fums  to  be  raified  by  it,  are 
but  fmall,  and  therefore  may  be  inclined  to  acquiefce  under 
it.  A  conduc'd  more  dangerous  to  freedom,  as  before  has  been 
obferved,  can  never  be  adopted.  Nothing  is  wanted  at  home 
but  a  #  precedent,  the  force  of  which  (hall  be  eftablifhed, 
by  the  tacit  fubmiffion  of  -the  colonies.  With  what  zeal  was 
the  ftatute  erecting  the  poft-office,  and  another  relating  tothe 
recovery  of  debts  in  America ,  urged  and  tortured,  as  prece¬ 
dents  in  fupport  of  the  Stamp- Aft,  the’  wholly  inapplicable. 
If  the  parliament  fuccecds  in  this  attempt,  other  flatutes  will 
impofe  other  duties.  Xnftead  of  taxing  ourielves,  as  we  have 

'  been 

pioyed  m  the  colie&ion  of  the  revenue,  in  every  part  of  the  kingdom, 
the  inconceivable  number  of  placemen,  and  candidates  for  places  in 
the  cuftoms,  m  the  excife,  in  the  poft-office,  in  the  dock-yards,  in  the 
ordnance,  in  the  falt-office,  in  the  damps,  in  the  navy  and  vi&ualling 
offices,  and  in  a  variety  of  other  departments  ;  when  we  confider  again 
Lie  extenfive  influence  of  tne  money  corporations,  iubicription  job¬ 
bers  and  contractors,  the  endlefs  dependencies  created  by  the  obligati¬ 
ons  confened  on  the  bulk  of  the  gentlemens  families  throughout  the 
kingdom,  who  have  relations  preferred  in  our  navy  and  numerous 
itanding  army  •  when  I  fay,  we  confider  how  wide,  how  binding  a 
dependence  on  the  crown  is  created  by  the  above  enumerated  particu¬ 
lars,  and  the  great,  the  enormous  weight  and  influence  which  the 
ciown  derives  from  this  extenfive  dependence  upon  its  favour  and 
power,  any  lord  in  waiting,  any  lord  of  the  bcd-chamber,  any  man 
may  be  appointed  minifter.” 

A  doarine  to  this  effects  faid  to  have  been  the  advice  of  L—  H-*~ 

V  .  , 

Late  Nevus  Paper. 


#  Here  may  he  obferved,  that  when  any  ancient  law  or  cuftom  of 
parliament  is  broken,  and  the  crown  poifeflfed  of  a  precedent ,  how 
difficult  a  thing  it  is  to  reflorc  the  fubjeft  again  to  his  FORMER  FREE¬ 
DOM  W  SAFETY.”  .  '  o.d  Coke's  Infl.  p.  5^9. 

“  It  is  not  aimoft  credible  to  fcrefe< ,  when  any  maxim  or fundamen¬ 
tal  lan. v  of  this  realm  is  altered  (as  elfe.where  hath  been  obferved) 
what  dangerous  incmvenicncies  do  follow.”  4 th  Coke's  Infl.  p.  41. 


Beeii  aecuftomed  to  do,  from  the  firfl  fetdement  of  thefe 
provinces,  all  our  u.ual  taxes  will  be  converted  into  parlia¬ 
mentary  taxes  on  our  importations  ;  and  thus  the  parliament 
%viil  levy  upon  us  fucli  fums  of  money  as  they  chufe  to  take, 
^without  any  other  limitation  than  their  pleasure. 

We  know  how  much  labor  and  care  have  been  bellowed 
t>y  thele  colonies,  in  laying  taxes  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  they 
jOionld  be  moft  eafy  to  the  people,  by  being  laid  on  the  pro¬ 
per  articles  ;  moil  equal,  by  being  proportioned  to  every 
man’s  circumflances  ;  and  eheapef^  by  the  method  directed 
Jbr  collecting  them. 

But  parliamentary  taxes  will  be  laid  on  us,,  without  any 
confederation,  whether  there  is  any  e  after  mode.  The  only 
point  regarded  will  be,  the  certainty  of  levying  the  taxes ,  and 
not  dxtconvenienceof  the  people  on  whom  they  are  to  be  levied  ; 
and  therefore  all  flatutes  on  this  head  will  be  fuch  as  will  be 
cnoli  likely,  according  to  the  favorite  phrale,  “  to  execute 
t  hem fe  Ives 

Taxes  in  every  free  (late  have  been,  and  ought  to  be,  as 
exactly  proportioned  as  is  pofible  to  the  abilities  of  thofe  nvho  are 
to  pay  them,  they  cannot  otherwife  be  ju fl.  Even  a  Hot¬ 
tentot  would  comprehend  the  unreafonablenefs  of  making  a. 
poor  man  pay  as  much  for  “  defending  ”  the  property  of  3. 
och  man,  as  the  rich  man  pays  himfelf. 

Let  any  perfon  look  into  the  late  act  of  parliament,  and Ee 
will  immediately  perceive,  that  the  immenfe  eftafces  of  Lord 
Fairfax t  Lord  f  Baltimore ,  and  our  P roprietaries ,  which  are 
amongfl  his  Majefly’s  other  “Dominions.”  to  be  “defend- 
cd,  protected  and  fecured  by  the  a 61,  will  not  pay  a  fingle 
farthing  for  the  duties  thereby  impofed,  except  Lord  Fairfax 
wants  iome  of  his  windows  glazed  ;  Lord  Baltimore  and  our 
P roprietaries  are  quite  fecure,  as  they  live  in  England . 

I  mention  thefe  particular  cafes,  as  flriking  inftances  how 
far  the  late  aft  is  in  deviation  from  that  principle  of  ju flice, 
which  has  fo  conflantly  diftinguifhed  our  own  laws  On  this 
continent,  and  ought  to  be  regarded  in  all  laws. 

The  third  confederation  with  our  continental  alTembliesin 
laying  taxes,  has  been  the  method  of  collecting  them.  This 
£ias  been  done  by  a  few  officers,  with  moderate  allowances, 
lender  the  infpeftion  of  the  refpeftive  afcmblies.  No  more 

was 

f  Maryland  and  Pennfyl'vania  have  been  engaged  in  the  warmed 
<Sifptites,  in  order  to  obtain  an  equal  and  juft  taxation  of  their  Pro¬ 
prietors  elates  :  But  this  late  aft  of  parliament  docs  more  for  thofc 
Proprietors,  than  they  themfelves  would  venture  to  demand.  It  totally 

exempts  them  from  taxation - tho’  then  vafl  eftates  we  tp  b# 

**  ifec.ured”  by  the  taxes  cf  other  people. 
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ri-a}  rai, fed  from  the  fid j  eft,  than  was  ufed  for  the  intended 
purpoies.  But  by  the  late  aA,  a  minifter  may  appoints  many 
officers  as  he  pleafes  fotcplIe<Stng  the  taxes  ;  may  aflimthem 

™hat  [alarm  he  thinks  “  adequate  f  and  they  are  fubiea  to 
no  injpeftion  but  his  own.  '  J 

In  Hi  or  t,  if  the  late  aft  of  parliament  takes  effeft,  thefeca- 
Tonies  muff  dwindle  down  into  “  common  corporations/5- 
as  tlieir  enemies^ in  the  debates  concerning  the  repeal  of  the 
Ztajnp-Aft  JlrenuouJly  infifted  they  were  ;  and  it  Teems  not  im¬ 
probable  that  fome  future  hi  (tori  an  may  thu&reeord  our  fall 

"  The  eighth  year  of  this  reign  was  diftingui fried  by  * 
vtry  memorable  event,  the  American  colonies-then  fubmktin** 
for  the  FIRST  time,  to  be  taxed  by  the  Britijk  parliament. 
An  attempt  Oi  this  kind  had  been  made  about  two  years  be-> 
fore, but  was  defeated  by  the  vigorous  exertions  of  the  feveral 
provinces,  in  defence  of  their  liberties.  Their  behaviour 

on  that  occafion  rendered  their  name  very  celebrated-  for  m 

floort  timejd\  over  Europe ;  all  ftates  being  extremely  atten¬ 
tive  to  adifpute  between  Great-B rifain,  and  fo  confiderabie  a 
part  of  her  dominions.  For  as  foe  was  thought  to  be  growth 
too  powerful,  by  the  fuccefsful  conclufron  of  the  late  war  fhe 
nad  been  engaged-  in,  it  was  hoped  by  many,  that  ask  had 
appene  befoi  e  to  other  Kingdoms,  civil  difeords  would  af- 
r  opportunities  of  revenging  all- the  injuries  foppofed  toba- 
ieceivedTrom  her.  However,  the  caufe  of  diffenfion  was  re- 
ir-  a  repeal  of  the  (latute  that  had  given  offence. 

SUBMISSIVE  CONDUCT  of  the  Colo- 

Bies  lo  foon  after,  the  more  extraordinary  ;  there  being  m* 
diference  between  the  mode  of  taxation  which  they  oppofecL 
and  that  to  which  they  fubmitted,  but  this,  that  by  the 
tliey  were  to  be  continually  reminded  that  they  taxed* 

marks  fiamped on  every  piece  of  paper  or  parchment 
t  i^y  ufed.  The  authors  of  that  fiatjite  triumphed  great!  yen 
this  condutff  of  the  colonies,  and  infilled,  that  if  the  people  of 
jrea^Fritain  had  perfiffed  in  enforcing  it,  the  Jmericana 
would  have  been*  in  a  few  months,/?  fatigued  with  the  effort* 

^  Patriot  if m,  that  they  would  have  yielded  obedience. 

...  ^  R  TA IN  it  is,  thattho’  they  had  before  their  eyes  fb  nra-* 
ny  1 1 luff r ions  examples  in  their  mother  country,  of  th c  conflant 
juccejs  attending  firmnefs  and  perfvera?ice>  in  oppohtion  to* 
oangerous  enci  oachments  on  liberty,  yet  they  quietly  gave 
tip  a  poin t  of  the  last  r m  fo  r  t  a  nc  e  .  From  thence  the  de~ 
c  me  of  their  freedom  began,  and  its  decay  was  extremely  ra¬ 
pid;  for  as  money  was  always  raifed  upon  them  by  the  parli.- 
®ment,their  ajhnbliis  grew  immediately  ujelefs ,  and  in  at 

fhcrtt 
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fhorttime  contemptible  :  And  in  lefs  than  one  hundred  years,* 
the  people  funk  down  into  that  tamenefs  and  fupinenejs  oi 
fpirit,  by  which  they  ftili  continue  to  be  diftinguifhed.” 

Et  majores  vejlros  <&  pofleros  cogitate , 

Remember  your  ancedors  and  your  poderity. 

'A  F  A  R  M  E  R. 


fl 

% 


f 

a 


ti 


I, 


If 


! 

'! 


LETTER  XL 

My  dear  Countrymen, 

I  HAVE  feveral  times,  in  the  courfe  of  thefe  letters,  men¬ 
tioned  the  late  °C*  of  parliament,  as  being  the  foundation 
of  future  meafures  injurious  to  thefe  colonies  ;  and  the  belief 
of  this  truth  I  wild  to  prevail,  becaufe  I  think  it  necefiary  to 
our  fafety. 

A  perpetual  jealoufy ,  refpeCting liberty,  is  abfolutely  re- 
quifite  in  all  free  dates.  The  very  texture  of  their  conditu- 
tion,  in  mixt  governments,  demands  it.  For  the  cautions  with 
which  power  is  diflributed  among  the  feveral  orders,  imply , 
that  each  has  that  fhare  which  is  proper  for  the  general  wel¬ 
fare,  and  therefore, that  any  further  acquifition  mud  be  per¬ 
nicious.  #  Machiavel  employs  a  whole  chapter  in  his  difcour- 
fes,  to  prove  that  a  date,  to  be  long  lived,  mud  be  frequent¬ 
ly  corrected,  and  reduced  to  its  fird  principles.  But  cf  all 
dates  that  have  exided,  there  never  Was  any,  in  which  this 
jealoufy  could  be  more  proper  than  in  thefe  colonies.  For 
the  government  here  is  not  only  mixt,  but  dependent ,  which 
eircum dance  oecafions  a  peculiarity  in  its  form  of  a  very 
delicate  nature. 

T  wo  reafons  induce  me  to  defire,  that  this  fpirit  of  appre- 
henfion  may  be  always  kept  up  among  ns,  in  its  utmod  vi¬ 
gilance.  The  fird  is  this — — that  as  the  happinefs  of  thefe 
provinces  indubitably  confids  in  their  connection  with  Great - 
Britain ,  any  feparation  between  them  is  lefs  likely  to  be  oc- 
cafioned  by  civil  difeords,  if  every  difguding  meafure  isoppo- 
led  fngly,  and  while  it  is  new  :  For  in  this  manner  of  pro¬ 
ceeding,  every  fitch  meafure  is  mod  likely  to  be  rectified.  On 
the  other  hand,  oppredions  and  diffatis factions  being  permitted 

to  accumulate- - if  ever  the  governed  throw  off  the  ldad; 

*i  they 

*  Martiavehi  Difc9urfcs-»--B(iQk  y.  Clap,  s. 
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they  will  do  more.  A  people  does  not  reform  with  moderati¬ 
on.  The  rights  of  the  fubjeX  therefore  canribt  be  too  often 
confidered,  explained  or  afferted  :  And  whoever  attempts  te 
do  this,  ihews  himfelf,  whatever  may  be  the  raft' and  peevifli 
reflexions  of  pretended  wifdom,  and  pretended  duty,  a  friend 
to  thofe  who  injudicioufly  exercife  their  power,  as  well  as  to 

them  over  whom  it  is  fo  exercifed.  1  '  '  *  4 

**  - 

Ha»  all  the  points  of  prerogative  claimed  by  Charles  the 
firft,  been  feperately  conte fled  and  fettled  in  preceeding  reigns* 
his  fate  would  in  all  probability  have  been  very  different  ; 
and  the  people  would  have  been  content  with  that  liberty 
which  is  compatible  with  regal  authority.  Butf  he  thought*  * 

it  would  be  as  dangerous  for  him  to  give  up  the  powers  which 
at  any  time  had  been  by  ufurparion  exercifed  by  the  crown* 
as  thofe  that  were  legally  veiled  in  it.  This  produced  an. 
equal  excefs  on  the  part  of  the  people.  For  when  their  pafli- 
ons  were  excited  by  multiplied  grievurtocs,  they  thought  it 
would  be  as  dangerous  for  them  to  allow  the  powers  that 
were  legally  veiled  in  the  crown,  as  thofe  which  at  any  time 
had  been  by  ulurpation  exercifed  by  it.  AX s,  that  might 
by  themf elves  have  been  upon  many  confiderations  excufed  or 
extenuated,  derived  acontagious  malignancy  and  odium  from 
other  aXs,  with  which  they  were  conneXed.  They  were  not 
regarded  according  to  the  Ample  force  of  each,  but  as  parts 
of  a  fyftefm  of  opprefli on.  Every  one  therefore,  however 
fmall  in  itfelf,  became  alarming,  as  an  additional  evidence  of 
tyrannical  defigns..  It  was  in  vain  for  prudent  and  mode¬ 
rate  men  to  infill,  that  there  was  no neceflily  to  aboliffi  royalty. 

Nothing  lefs  than  the  utter  deftruXion  of  monarchy,  could 
fatisfy  thole  who  had  fuffered,  and  thought  they  had  reafont 
to  believe,  they  always  Jhould  fuffer  under  it. 

Th  t  Conlequencesof  thefe  mutual  dillrufis  are  well  known  : 

But  there  is  no  other  people  mentioned  in  hiftory,  that  I  re- 
col  IvX,  who  have  been  fo  conffantly  watchful  of  their  liberty, 
and^  fo  luccefsful  in  their  ftrijggles  for  it,  as  the  Englifh. 

This  confideratiofi  leads  me  to  the  fecond  reafon,*  why,  I 
4<  defire  that  the  fpirit  of  apprehenfion  may  be  always  kept 
up  among  us  in  its  utmofl;  vilgilance.7> 

,  ‘  I  The 

.  I  The  author  is  fenfible,  that  this  is  putting  the  gentlell  confiruc*  ; 

tion  on  Charles" s  conduX  j  and  that  is  onereafon  why  he  choofes  it. 

Allowances  ought  to  be  made  for  the  errors  of  thofe  men,  who  are 
acknowledged  to  have  been  poffeffed  of  many  virtues.  The  educa¬ 
tion  of  th  s  unhappy  pr  ince,  and  his  confidence  in  men  not  fo  rood  •  > 

or  wife  as  himfelf,  had  probably  filled  him  with  xmftaken  notions  of  -5  1 

om0wn  :rrbont^  and  tlie  c°nfequences  that  would  attend  con- 
Cu  ions  of  any  kind  to  a  people,  who  were  reorefiented  to  him,  as 
suirung  at  too  much  power. 
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TtfE  firft  principles  of  government  are  to  be  looked  for  far 

uinan  nature.  Some  of  the  beft  writers  have  alTerted,  and. 

it  eems  with  goodreafon,  that  “  government  is  founded  on 
4;  g pinion,'*1 

Custom  undoubtedly  has  a  mighty  force  in  proeTticina 
and  reigns  in  nothing  more  arbitrarily  than  in  pub- 
lick  affairs.  It  gradually  reconciles  us  to  objeds  even  o£ 
dread  and  delegation  ;  and -  I  cannot  but  think  thefe  lines  of 
as.  applicable  to  vice  in  politics }.  as-  to  vice  i xx. ethics 

(  t  Vice  is  a>  rrronfter  of*  fo  horrid  mein, 

64  As  to  be  hated,  needs  but  to  be  feen  y 
l  et  feen  too  oft ,  familiar  with  her  face, 

*  «<  We  drft  endure,  then  pity,  then  embrace  ” 

When  an  ad  injurious  to  freedom  has  been  once  done,  andf 
the  people  bear  it,  the  repetition  of  it  is  moil  likely  to  meet 
v/ith  JubiniJJion.  For  as  the  mifchiefoi.xht  one  was  found  to 
be  tolerable,  they  will  hope  that  of  the  fecond  will  prove  fo 
too  ;  and  they  will  not  regard  the  infamy  of  the  laft,  becaufs 
they  are  flained  with  that  of  the  firft. 

Jndeed  nations,,  in  general,  are  not  apt  to  think  until 
they  feel  ;  and  therefore  nations  in  general  have  loft  theic 
liberty  :  For  as  violations  of  the  rights  of  the  governed .  ars 
commonly  not  only  fpecicm ,  #  but  fmall  at  the  beginning* 
they  fpread  over  the^multitude  in  fuck  a  manner,  as  to  touch, 
individuals  but  flightly.  -j*  Thus  they  are  difregarded.  The 

+  ((n  .  .  .  ...  powes? 

*.  Opinion  is  of  two  kinds,  viz.  Pinion  of  interest,  and 
Gpnion  oi  right.  By  opinion  of  in  I  chiefly  underhand,  the 

ft  nje  oj  the  public  advantage  which  jd  from  government  ;  toge¬ 

ther  with,  the.  perfualion,  that  the  particular  government  which  is  efla- 

b]  lined,  is  equally  .advantageous  with  any  other,  that  could  be  eafil-i 
fettled  P 

Right  is  of  two  kinds,  right  to  power,  and  right  to  property.  What 
prevalence  opinion  of  the  firft  kind  has  over  mankind,  may  eafily  be 
imderltood,  by  observing  tjie  attachment  which  ail  nations  have  to 
their  antient  government,,  and' even  to  thole.:  names  which  have  had 
the  fandion  of  antiquity,.  Antiquity  always  begets  the  opinion  of  right" 
V~' <C  ^  1S  fufficiently  underliood,  that  the  opinion  o i' right  to  property, 
is  of  the  greateft  moments  in- all  matters  of  government.” 

Hume's  EJfays— 

*  Omnia  mala  exempla  ex  bonis  initiis  orta  funt. 

Sallust.  Bell .  Cat.  S.  50. 

t  “  The  republic  is  always  attacked  with  greater  vigor,  than  it  is 
defended  ;  For  the  audacious  and  profligate ,  prompted  by  their  natural- 
enmity  to  it,  are  eafly  wipelled  to  a 61  by  the  leaf  nod  of  their  leaders  l 
W-hcreas  the  honest,  I  know  not  why,  are  generally  few  and  un* 
'willing  toftir  $  and  negleBing  always  the  BEGINNINGS  of  things,  are. 
newer  rot  fed  to  exert  thcmlelves,  but  by  the  laf  neceffity  ;  So  that 

through 
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:po^tr  or  profit  that  arifes  from  tliefc  violations,  centering  In 
fe  w  perfens,  is  to  them  confiderable.  For  this  reafontha 
governors  have  in  view  their ^ particular  purpofes,  fucceffiveiy 
preferve  an  uniformity  of  conduct  for  attaining  them.  They 
Tegularly  encreafe  the  £rft  injuries,  til!  at  length  the  inatten¬ 
tive  people  are  compel kd  tOfperc£ive  the  heavinefs  of  thear 

l>ui thens. - -They  begin  to  complain  and  enquire— —  btft 

too  late.  They  find  their  ©ppreftbrs  fo  ftrengthened*  by  fuc- 
ceis,  and  themfelvcs  foentangled  in  examples  of  exprelsautho- 
rjty  on  the  part  of  their  rulers,  and  of  tacit  recognition  on 
■their  own  part,  that  they  are  quite  confounded :  For  millions 
cate  i  tain  no  mother  idea  of  the  legality  of  power,  than  that  it 
is  founded  on  the  exercife  of  power.  Theywoluntarily  faften 
their  chains,  by  adopting  a  pufillanimous  opinion,  €<  that 

there  will  be  too  much  danger  in  attempting  a  remedy,” _ 

M)r  another  opinion  no  lefs  fatal,  -- — that°the  g  wernment 
has  a  right  to  treat  them  -as  it  does.”  They  then  fee  k  a 
wretched  relief  for  their  minds,  by  perfuading  themfelves, 
^that  to  yield  their -obedience,  is  to  difeharge  their  duty.  The 
•deplorable  poverty  of  /pint,  that  proftrat.es  all  the  dignity  be- 
it  owed  by  divine  providence  on  oui4'nature---c/  tourfe  fucceeds, 
h  rom  thefe  refled ions  l  conclude,  that  every  free  ftaffc 
.Should  inceffantly  watch,  -andinftantly  take  the  alarm  013  any 
.'addition  being  made  t©  the  power  exercifed  over  them, 
innumerable  inftances  might  be  produced  to  ftiew,  irom  what 
flight  beginnings  the  molt  extenfive  conferences  have  flow¬ 
ed  :  But  I  llia.ll  leled  two  only  from  the  hiftory  of  England, 
Henry  the  Seventh  was  the  fir  ft  monarch  of  that  kino-^ 
.dom,  who  eftabliihed  a  standing  body  or  apmed  me-n. 
This  was  a  band  of  fifty  archers,  called  yeomen  of  the  guard  : 
And  this  institution,  notwithstanding  the  fmallncfs-of  the 
number,  was,  to  prevent-difhonrent,  |j  <<  difguifed  .under  pre- 
tence  of  majefty  and  grandeur,”  in  i  6S4  the  fending  forces 

were  10  much  augmented,  that  Ha  pin  fays _ «  The  Icing 

un  order  to  make  his  people  fully  fenfible  of  their  ne<w  Jlavery, 
afredea  to  na after  his  troops,  which  amounted  to  4000  well 
.armed  and  difeiplined  men.”  I  think  our  army,  at  this  time, 
iConliits  of  more  than  feventy  regiments, 

d  2  The 

through  ION  and 'delay,  When 'they  would  !be  glad  to 

<?£npoun  at,  a/^  ^°1't^ieir  QUIET,  at  the  expence  even  of  their  HONOR., 
they  commonly  lope  them  both.”  Cicero’s  O rat, for  Sextius. 

Mtcfe  were  the  fenr.ments.6f  this  great  and  excellent  man,  whole 
waft  abilmes,  and  the  calamities  of  his  country  during  his  time,  ena- 
^led  him,  by  mournful  experience,  to  form  a  juft  judgment  .on 
°f  die  friends  and  enemies  of  liberty. 
fr.  r-apm  s  Hiltory  of  England , 
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Tme  method  of  taxing  by  excise  was  firft  introduced. »- 
midfl  the  convulfions  of  the  civil  wars.  Extreme  neceflity 
was  pretended  for  it,  anditsfhort  continuance  promifed.  Af¬ 
ter  the  reftoration,  an  excife  upon  beer ,  ale  and  other  liquors , 
was  granted  to  thef  king,  one  half  in  fee,  the  other  for  life,  as 
an  equivalent  for  the  court  of  wards.  Upon  Jatnes  the  Se¬ 
cond’s  acceffion,  the  parliament  §  gave  him  the  firft  excife> 
with  an  additional  duty  on  wine,'  tobacco,  and  fome  other 
things.  Since  the  revolution  it  has  been  extended  to  fait, 
candles,  leather,  hides,  hops,  foap,  paper,  paite- boards,  mill- 
boards,  fcale-boards,  vellum,  parchment,  (larch,  filks,  calicoes, 
linens,  (luffs,  printed,  (lained,  &c.  wire,  wrought  plate,  cof¬ 
fee,  tea,  chocolate,  he. 

Thus  a ft  an  ding  army  and  excife  have,  from  their  firft 
flender  origins,  tho’  always  hatedy  always fearedy  always  oppo- 
fedy  at  length  fwelled  up  to  their  vaftprefent  bulk. 

These  fa<fts  are  fuflicient  to  fupport  what  I  have  faid* 
’Tis  true,  that  all  the  mifchiefs  apprehended  by  our  ancef- 
tors  from  a  f  striding  army  and  excife ,  have  not  yet  happened  ; 
But  it  does  not  follow  from  thence,  that  they  will  not  happen. 
The  inflde  of  a  houfe  may ‘catch  fire,  and  the  mod  valuable 
apartments  be  ruined,  before  the  flames  burft  out.  The 
queftion  in  thefe  cafes  is  not,  what  evil  has  aflually  attended 
particular  meafures  —  but,  what  evil,  in  the  nature  of  things, 
is  likely  to  attend  them,  Certain  circumftances  may  for 
fome  time  delay  effedts,  that  were  reafonably  expert edt  and 
that  muft  enfue .  There  was  a  long  period,  after  the  Romans 
had  prorogued  his  command  to  #  Publilius  Phihy  before 
that  example  deltroyed  their  liberty/  All  our  kings,  from  the 
revolution  to  the  prefent  reign,  bave  been  foreigners .  Their 
minifers  generally  continued  but  a  fhort  time  in  authority  J  ; 
and  they  themfelves  were  mild  and  virtuous  princes. 

' . V: .  A 

f  12  Char,  II.  Chap.  23  and  24.. 

§  1  Janies  II.  Chap.  1  and  4.  . 

*  In  the  year  of  the  city  428,  “  Duo  fingularia  haec  ei  viro  prj- 
rnum  contigere  ;  prorogatio  imperii  non  ante  in  ullo  fadla,  et  a£l<* 
honore  triumphus,”  Li^v.  B.  8.  Chap,  23. 26. 

“  Had  the  reft  of  the  Roman  citizens  imitated  the  example  of 
tpuiniius,  who  refufed  to  haye  his  confulfhip  continued  to  him,  they 
had  never  admitted  that  cuftom  of  proroguing  of  magistrates,  and  then 
the  prolongation  of  their  commands  in  the  army  had  never  been  in¬ 
troduced,  winch  rvcry  thing  was  at  length  the  ruin  oj  common-' 
wealth Machiavel' s  DifcourfeSy  B.  3.  Chap.  24.. 

|  1  don’t  know  hut  it  may  be  laid,  with  a  good  deal  of  reafon,that 
a  quick  rotation  cl  minifters  is  very  defirable  in  G reat-In  itain.  ,  A 
mini fter  there  has  a  vaft  llore  of  materials  to  work  with.  Bong  aanii- 
?iiflrations  are  rather  favorable  to  the  reputation  of  a  people  abioad* 
than  to  their  liberty. 
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r  *A  bold,  ambitious  prince,  po  fie  fled  of great  abilities , 
ly  fixed  \n  his  throne  £>'  deficent ,  ferved  by  minifilers  like  him - 
felfi  and  rendered  either  venerable  or  terrible  by  the 
*f  his  fiu'ccefifes,  may  execute  what  his  predecdfors  did*  not 
dare  to  attempt,  the  Fourth  tottered  in  his  feat  during 

his  whole  reign.  Henry  the  Fifth  drew  the  llrength  of  that 
kingdom  into  France ,  to  carry  on  h  is  wars  there,  and  left  the 
commons  at  home,  protefiing ,  “  that  the  people  were  not 
bound  to  ferve  out  of  the  realm.” 

It  is  true,  that  a  Urong  fpirit  of  liberty  fubfifts  at  prefent 
in  Great -Britain,  but  what  reliance  is  to  be  placed  in  the 
temper  of  a  people,  when  the  prince  is  pofltdfed  of  an  un- 
conftitutional  power,  our  own  hi  (lory  can  fqf&ciently  inform 
us.  'Wh.tn  Charles  the  Second  had  ftrengthened  himfelf  by 
the  return  of  the  garrifon  of  Tangier,  “  England  (/ays  Ra - 
pin)  faw  on  a  fudden  an  amazing  revolution  ;  law  herfelf 
Jl  ripped  of  all  her  rights  and  privileges ,  excepting  fuch  as  the 
king  Ihould  vouchfafe  to  grant  her  .*  And  what  is  more  ajlo - 
nijhing,  the  Englifih  themfelves  delivered  up  thefe  very  rights 
and  privileges  to  Charles  the  Second,  which  they  had  fo  pafi- 
Jionately ,  and,  if  I  may  fay  it,  furioujly  defended  againft  the 
deligns  of  Charles  the  Firlt.”  This  happened  only  thirty-fix 
years  after  this  laft  prince  had  been  beheaded. 

Some  perfons  are  of  opinion,  that  liberty  is  not  violated, 
but  by  fuch  open  adts  of  force  ;  but  they  feem  to  be  greatly 
mildaken.  I  could  mentiona  period  within  thefe  forty  years, 
when  almoft  as  great  a  change  of  difpofition  was  produced 
by  the  sec  ret  meafures  of  a  long  ad  mini  dr  at  ion,  as  by 
Charles's  violence.  Liberty,  perhaps,  is  never  expofed  to  fo 
much  danger,  as  when  the  people  believe  there  is  the  lead  ; 
lor  it  may  be  fubverted,  and  yet  they  not  think  fo. 

Public  difgufting  adts  are  feldom  practifed  by  the  ambi¬ 
tious,  at  the  beginning  of  theij  deligns.  Such  condudt  /'deuces 
and  dificourages  the  weak,  and  the  wicked,  who  would  other- 
wile  have  Deen  their  advocates  or  accomplices .  It  is  of  great 
confequence,  to  allow  thole  who,  upon  any  account,  are  in¬ 
clined  to  favour  them,  fomething  fpeciousto  fay  in  their  de¬ 
fence.  1  heir  power  may  be  fully  eftablilhed,  tho’  it  would 
not  be  fafe  for  them  to  do  whatever  they  plea  fie.  For  there 
are  things,  which,  at  Tome  times,  even  jlaves  will  not  bear. 
Julius  Ccefar,  and  Oliver  Cromwell ,  did  not  dare  to  aflame 
the  title  ot  king.  The  Grand  Seignor  dares  not  lay  a  new 
tax.  1  he  king  of  France  dares  not  be  a  protejtanf .  Certain 
popular  points  may  be  left  untouched,  and  yet  freedom  be 
^xtinguifhed.  The  commonalty  of  Venice  imagine  them- 
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ftlves  free,  becaufe  they  are  permitted  to  do  what  they  ought 

Tiot.  But  I  quit  a  fubje&,  that  would  lead  me  too  far  frona 
my  purpofe, 

By  the  late  a<5l  of  parliament,  tares  are  to  be  levied  upon 
for  “  ^fraying  the  charge  of  th ^  adminift ration  of  juf 
tice  the  fupport  of  civil  government — and  the  cxpences  of 
defending his  Majeily’s  dominions  in  America . 

If  any  man  doubts  what  ought  to  be  the  condu6l  of  thefe 
colonies  on  this  occaflon,  I  would  aikhim  thefe  queftions. 

Has  not  the  parliament  exprefy  avow-Ed  their  intenti¬ 
on  of  railing  money  from  us -foil  certain  p>u  rpo  s  es  ?  k 
mot  this  fcheme  popular  Xx\  Great- Britain  ?  Will  the  taxes, 
Impofed  by  the  -late  a 61,  anfwer  thofe  purpxtfes  P  If  it  will, 
«iull  it  not  take  an  immenfe  futn  from  us  ?  If  it  will  not,  is  it 
be  exp-eft  cd?  that  the , parliament  will  cot  fully  execute  their 
Intention  when  it  is  p  leafing  at  home ,  and  not  oppofed  here  ? 
Mull  not  this  be  done  by  impollng  new  taxes  P  Will  not 
&  very  addition,  thus  made  to  our  .taxes,  be  an  addition  to 
1i:he  power  of  the  Britijb  'legislature,  by  iwcreafng-the  number 
nf  officers  employed  in  the  collection  ?  Will  not  every  additio¬ 
nal  tax  therefore  render  it  more  difficult  to  abrogate  any  of 
£hem  ?  When  a  branch  of  revenue  is  once  ellablifhed,  does  it 
mot  appear  to  many  people  invidious  and  un dutiful ,  to  attempt 
<to  abolifh  it  ?  If  taxes,  fufficient  to  accompliflo  the  intention 
<®f  the  parliament,  are  impofed  by  the  parliament,  what  taxes 
nuill  remain  to  be  impofed  by  our  ailemblies  ?  If  no  material 
taxes  remain  to  be  impofed  by  them,  what  mull  become  of 
them  y  Pc  the  people  they  reprefent  ? 

*  <c  If  any  perfon  confiders  thefe  things,  8c  yet  thinksour 
liberties  are  in  no  danger,  I  wonder  at  that  perfon’s  fecurity.** 
Onb  other  argument  is  be  added,  which,  by  it  lei  f,  I  hope, 
^uil  be  fufficient  to  convince  the  mod  incredulous  man  on 
this  continent,  that  the  lateadlof  parliament  is  only  defigned 
to  be  a  precedent,  whereon  the  future  vaflalage  of  thefe 
colonies  may  be  ellablifhed. 

Ev  ery  duty  thereby  laid  on  articles  of  Britifo  manufa&ure, 
is  laid  on  foine  commodity,  upon  the  exportation  of  which 
from  Great- Britain?  a  drawback  is  payable.  Thofe  draw¬ 
backs,  in  moft  'ofthe  articles,  are  exafth  double  to  the  duties 
•given  by  the 'late  a<5t.  The  parliament  therefore  might,  in 
balf  a  do-fen  lines ,  have  railed  much  'more  money,  only  by 
flopping  the  drawbacks  in  the  hands  of  the  officers  at  home, 
on  exportation  to  thefe  colonies,  than  by  this  folemn  impofi- 
'tion  of  taxes  upon  us,  to  be  colletfed  here.  Probably,  the 

..artful 

^  Deroollhencfe  ad  .Philippic, 
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artf&I  contrives  of  this  aft  formed  it  in  this  manner  in  orti-r 
to  referve  to  themfelves,  in  cafe  of  any  objections  being  made 

o  it,  this  ipecious pretence - “  that  the  drawbacks  are  Sifts. 

to  the  colonies,  and  that  the.  late  aft  only  leffensthofe  gilts 
But  the  truth  is,  tflat  the  drawbacks  are  intended  for  the  en¬ 
couragement  and  “promotion  of  i/r/V^manufaChires  and  com¬ 
merce,  and  are  allowed  on  exportation  to  any  foreign  parts, 
as  well  as  on  exportation  to  thefe  provinces.  B elides,  care 
has  been  taken  to  Aide  into  the  aft,  fome  articles  on  which, 
iff?  "C  "°  drawbacks.  However,,  the  whole  duties  laid  by 

a'  the  '£S  there'n  are  fo  fmali, 

that  they  will  not  amount  to  as  much  as  the  drawbacks  which, 

are  allowed  on  part  or. them  only.  If  therefore,  the  Jam  to  be- 

obtained  by  t  be  late  aft,  has  been  the  foie  objeft  in  forming  it, 

there  would  not  have  been  any  occafioir  for  “  the  common* 

of  Great  -Britain,  tooivt  and  grant  to  his,  Majeity  rates, 

*“A“"T,Ey'>r  rsi/,nS  a  revenue  in  his  Majejlfs  dominions, 
tv  America,  for  making  a  more  certain  and  adequate  provifo. 

Z  Z  r?S  n"  charScs  of  the  adminiftration  of  juftice, 

foo  of  c'!11;  government,  and  the  expence  of  defend- 

_rf  ..  y -d  donaimons  ’  ’ - nor  would  there  have  been  an  r 

the ftf  f°r  aa  t  expenfive  board  of  commiffioners,  and  all 
the  other  new  charges  to  which  we  are  made  liable. 

Upon  the  whole,  for  my  part,  I  regard  the  late  aft  as  an 

wftTrTT  It  is  a  bird  lent  over  the: 

’  °  ddcover,  whether  the  waves,  that  lately  agitated 
this  part  °f  the  world  with  fuch  violence,  are  yet  fhfidei 

£  m  h  - 

“  Inf e  lex  vutes 

A  direful  foreteller  of  future  calamities. 

lit  “  xK'liuT""  fo' T* 

?E„tdl!S,^S‘dV; 

of  “  The  regulation  of  die  eololies-^L^f  ^  %?  the  author 

all  the  taxes  in  the  colonies,  at  an  average  o 7 */!'£*  *’JrmL:ari1cc  frorr* 
amounted  to  One  Thousand*  w  ?  »  f,  ysar*y  has  nos 

that  fum  Seven-or  tiX  5Si..^pHufT'  Pounds  a  W  and  ire 

remitted  from  North- America"'''  PuundsT^  annum.  only, .have  been 

demonlirates  that  they  were  Intended  onW  "*'*  ;n  JS"*nar* 

TSR  atyb  .  "  'V  inrCnt3ecf  or»ly  as  REGULATIONS  OF' 

henfion  in  a  matter  ofX  P*1*"  be  fo  blind-to  truth,  Co  dull  of  appre.- 

itnao”ne tha^h  h  l.'n‘f akable  ™P°«ance  of  his  country,  as  to. 

charge.  Is  inftituted  to  lately  eftahlilhed  at  fuch  a 

PoS  a  S  i rlhe  *1“ Hundred 

Retry  man  on  hi  ont  nemlfd  lmPofal,»V  tfi«  late  aft  ?  Surelk 

for  the  care  of  a  N  e  w°s  y  s  tf  iwla  e  that  they  are  eftabKIBe* 

l  “  Hint  &i,J  ntf22l' wlueh«  »«w  begun. 
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My  dear  Countrymen, 

OME  dates  have  loft  their  liberty  by  particular  acci 
dents  :  But  this  calamity  is  generally  owing  tothe  de¬ 
cay  of  virtue.  A  peopled  travelling  fail  to  deftru&ion,  when 
individuals  corfider  their  interefts  as  diftirnft  from  thofe  of 
the  public.  Such  notions  are  fatal  to  their  country,  ^and  to 
themieives.  Yet  how  many  are  there,  fo  weak  and  fordid  as 
to  think  they  perform  all  the  offices  of  life ,  if  they  earneftly 
endeavor  to  encreafe  their  own  wealthy  power  and  credit , 
without  the  lead  regard  for  the  ibciety,  under  the  prote&ion 
of  which  they  live  ;  who,  if  they  can  make  an  immediate 
profit  to  ihcmfelves ,  by  lending  their  aftiftance  to  thofe,  whole 
jprojehs  plainly  tend  to  the  injury  of  their  country,  rejoice 
in  their  dextetity,  and  believe  themfelv.es  entitled  to  the  cha¬ 
racter  of  able  politicians.  Referable  men  !  Of  whom  it  is 
hard  to  fay,  whether  they  ought  to  be  moft  the  ob¬ 
jects  of  pity  or  contempt  :  But  whole  opinions  are  certainly 
as  dcteftable ,  as  their  practices  are  deft  motive. 

Tho’  I  always  reded,  with  a  high  pleafure,  on  the  inte¬ 
grity  and  underftanding  of  my  countrymen,  which,  joined 
with  a  pure  and  humble  devotion  to  'he  great  and  gracious 
author  of  every  blefting  they  enjoy,  will,  I  hope,  enfure  to 
them,  and  their  pofteruy,  ail  temporal  and  eternal  huppi- 
nefs ;  yet  when  1  confider,  that  in  every  age  and  country 
there  have  been  bad  men,  my  heart,  at  this  threatening  peri¬ 
od,  is  i'o  full  of  apprehenfton,  as  hot  to  permit  me  to  believe# 
but  that  there  may  be  lomeon  this  continent,  again  ft  whom 

you  ought  to  be  upon  your  guard - Men,  who  either  *  hold 

or 

*  It  is  not  intended,  by  thefe  words,  to  throw  any  refledicn  upon 
gentlemen,  becaufe  they  are  poiTefied  of  offices;  For  many  of  them 
are  certainly  men  of  virtue,  and  lovers  of  their  country.  But  fuppo- 
fed  obligations  o {gratitude,  and  honour,  may  induce  them  to  be  f  lent. 
Whether  thefe  obligations  ought  to  be  regarded  or  not,  is  not  fo  much 
to  be  confidered  by  others,  in  the  judgment  they  form  of  theft  gentle¬ 
men,  as  whether  they  think  they  ought  tu  be  regarded.  Perhaps,  there¬ 
fore,  we  fhall  a£I  in  the  propereft  manner  towards  them,  it  we  neither 
'reproach  nor  imitate  them.  The  perfons  meant  in  thr  letter,  are  the 
bafe  fpirited  wretches,  who  may  endeavor  to  difidnguijh  tl  cm  elves,  by 
their  ftordid  zeal  in  defending  and  promoting  meaiiires,  which  they 
know,  beyond  all  quejUon,  to  be  defir udti-ve  \c,  the  juj>  rights  arc  true 
interefts  of  their  country.  It  is  ftcarcely  poilible  to  i’pf-ak  of  thfie  men 
with  any  degree  of  patience — It  is  fcai  ceiv  pofubie  to  lpeal  of  them 
\vi th  any  degree  of  propriety— -For  nc  worth  can  rul)  defetibe  their 
guilt  and  meannefis — But  every  honefl  bofom,on  their  being  mentioned, 
will  feel  what  cannot  be  cxlrejfej.  It 
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or  expeft  to  hold  certain  advantages,  by  fettlng  examples  of' 
ferviiity  to  their  countrymen.— Men,  who  trained  to  the  em¬ 
ployment,  or  felf  taught  by  a  natural  verfatility  of  genius, 
ierve  as  decoys  for  drawing  the  innocent  and  unwary  into 
fnares.  ft  is  not  to  be  doubted  but  Inch  men  will  diligently 
beftir  themfelves  on  this  and  every  like  occafion,  to  ipread 
the  infe&ion  of  their  meannefs  as  far  as  they  can.’  On  the 
plans  they  have  adopted,  this  is  their  courfe.  This  is  the  me¬ 
thod  to  recommend  themfelves  to  their  patrons , 

From  them  we  may  learn,  how  pleafatit  and  profitable  a 
thing  it  is,  to  be  for  our  submissive  behavior  well  [poke n  of 
at  St,  James's,  or  St,  Stephen's  ;  at  Guildhall ,  or  the  Royal 
Exchange,  Specious  fallacies  will  be  dreft  up  with  all  the 
arts  of  delufion,  to  perfuadeone  colony  to  difinguijh  her  felf 
from  another ,  by  unbecoming  condefcentions,  which  nvillferve 
the  ambitious  purpofes  of  great  men  at  home,  and  therefore 
will  be  thought  by  them  to  entitle  their  afijiants  in  obtaining 
them  to  considerable  rewards.  Our 

K 

If  their  wickedneis  did  not  blind  them,  they  might  perceive  along 
thecoaft  of  theie  colonies,  many  men,  remarkable  inftances  ot  wreck¬ 
ed  ambition,  who,  after  difinguijhing  thetnfelves  in  the  fupport  of  the 
Stamp- AH,  by  courageous  contempt  of  their  country,  and  of  juft  ice, 
have  been  left  to  linger  out  their  miferable  exiftence,  without  a  go¬ 
vernment,  colleaorfhip,  fecretaryfhip,  or  any  other  commiffion,  to  con- 
foie  them  as  well  as  it  could,  for  lots  of  virtue  and  reputation— while 
ttumbeneis  offices  have  been  beftowed  in  thefe  colonies  on  people  from 
Great -Britain,  and  new  ones  are  continually  invented,  to  be  thus  ha¬ 
llowed.  As  a  few  great  prizes  are  put  into  a  lottery  to  tempt 
multitudes  to  lofe ,  fo  here  and  there  an  American  has  been  railed  to  a. 
good  poft. - - 

u  Apparent  rari  nantes  in  gurgite  vafoG 
Mr.  Greenville ,  indeed,  in  order  to  recommend  the  Stamp- AH,  had  the 
unequalled  gencrofity,  to  pour  down  a  golden  fhower  of  offices  upoa 
Americans  ;  and  yet  thefe  ungrateful co lonies  did  not  thank  Mr.  Green¬ 
ville  for  fhewing  his  kindnefs  to  their  countrymen,  nor  them  for  ac¬ 
cepting  it.  How  mull  that  great  ftatefman  have  been  furprized,  to 
find,  that  the  unpoiifhed  colonies  could  not  be  reconciled  to  infamy 
by  treachery  ?  Such  a  bountiful  dilpofition  towards  us  never  appeared 
in  any  minifter  bel^re  him,  and  probably  never  will  appear  again  :  For 
it  is  e-viient,  that  fuch  a  jyjtem  of  policy  is  to  be  eftablifhed  on  thift 
continent,  as,  in  a  ffiort  time,  is  to  render  it  utterly  vnneceffary  to  ufe 
the  leaft  art  in  order  to  conciliate  our  approbation  of  any  meafures. 
Some  of  our  countrymen  may  be  employed  to  fx  chains  upon  us,  but 
they  will  never  be  permitted  to  held  them  afterwards.  So  that  the  ut- 
mo:t,  that  any  <  f  them  can  expert,  is  only  a  temporary  provifon,  that 
may  expire  in  their  own  time}  but  which,  they  may  be  affured ,  wiH 
preclude  their  children  from  having  any  confideration  paid  to  them • 
K at ives  of  America  mull  link  into  total  neglect  and  contempt, 
the  moment  that  their  COUNTRY  lofes  the  conftitutional  powers ■ 
ifie  now  pofleftes. 
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Our  fears  will  be  excited.  Our  hopes  will  be  awakened*. 
It  will  be  infinuated  to  us,  with  a  plaufible  affedfation  of 
wifdom  and  concern, how  prudent  it  is  toplcafeth ^powerful-  — 

3iow  dangerous  to  provoke  them - and  then  conies  in  the 

pei  petual  incantation  that  freezes  up  every  generous  purpofe 
oi  the  foul  in  cold,ina<5five  cxpcdstion —  **  that  if  there  is  any 
ieque.1  to  be  made,  compliance  w7ill  obtain  a  favorable  at* 
tention.”  .  * 

Our  vigilence  and  our  union  are  fuccefs  and  fafeiy.  Our- 
negligence  and  our  divifion  are  di ft  refs  and  death .  They  are 

nvorfi - T  hey  are  fhame  and  ftavery .  Let  us  equally  fhua 

the  benumbing  ftillnefs  of  overweening  floth,  and  the  feverifh 
a&ivity  of  that  ill  informed  zeal ,  which  bufies  ltfelf  in  main¬ 
taining  little ,  mean  and  narrow  opinions.  Let  us,  wdth  <i 
truly  wi  fe  generojity  and  charity ,  banifh  and  difeourage  all 
illeneral  diftinftions ,  which  may  arife  from  differences  in  Jitu- 
at  ion  i  forms  of  government ,  or  modes  of  religion  *  Let  us 
con&der  ourfelves  as  mbn  — -freemen-  — Christian  frEE- 
m  e  n  -  -  - -feper ated  from  the  reft  of  the  world ,  and  firmly  hou^d 
together  by  the  fame  rights ,  inter  efts  and  dangers.  Let  thefe 
keep  our  attention  inflexibly  fixed  on  on  the  great  objects* 
which  we  mud  continually  regard,  in  order  to  preferve 
thofe  rights ,  to  promote  thofe  interefts  ,and  to  avert  t  ho^ fe dangers . 

Let  thefe  truths  be  indelibly  impreffed  on  our  minds-*  — 

that  we  cannot  he  happy,  without  being  free - that  wTe 

cannot  be  free,  without  being  fecure  in  our  property - that 

w  cannot  be  fecure  in  our  property,  if  \  without  our  confent > 

others  may,,  as,  by  nighty  take  it  away - that  taxes  bnpofed 

on  us  by  parliament ,  do  thus  take  it  away - that  duties  laid 

for  the  file  purpofe  for  raiftng  money ,  are  taxes - that  at¬ 

tempts  to  lay  fuch  d  uties  fbouldbe  inftantly  and  firmly  oppo fed — 
that  this  op  po  fit  ion  can  never  be  effectual,  unlefs  it  h  in  the 
united  efforts  of  thefe  provinces — — that  therefore  benevo¬ 
lence  of  temper  t  awards  each  other,  and  un  a-mimity  of 

counfels,  rd\'t  ellential  to  the  welfare  of  the  whole - andlaft- 

ly,  that  for  this  reafon,  every  man  among!!  us,  who  in  any" 
manner  would  encourage  either  difenfton ,  dif'Jence ,  o?  in  diffe¬ 
rence,  between  tliefe  colonies,  is  an  enemy  to  himfelf,  and* 

to  his  country. 

The  belief  of  thefe  truths,  I  verily  think,  my  countrymen,,, 
is  indiipenfably  neceffary  to  your  happinefs.  I  befeech  you, 
therefore,  f  “  teach  them  diligently  unto  your  children,  and 
talkof  them  when  you  fit  in  your  houfes,  and  when  you  walk 
by  the  way,  and  when  you  lie  down,  and  when  you  rife  up.”* 

W  H  LX 
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What  havethefe  colonies  to  while  they  continue  free  : 
Dr  what  have  they  to  dread,  but  infidious  attempts  tofub* 
^ert  their  freedom  ?  Their  profperity  does  not  depend  on  mi- 
-nijlerial favors  doled  out  to particular  provinces.  '  They  form 
&TiS  political  body,  of  which  eachxolony sa  member .  Their 
hap  pi  fiefs  is  founded  on  their  conflitution  ;  and  is  to  be  pro¬ 
moted,  by  preserving  that  cohfti.tution  in  unabated  vigor, 
‘■throughout  every  part .  A  fpot,  a  fpeck  of  decay,  however 
imall  the  limb  on  which  it  appears,  and  however  remote  it 
may  feem  from  the  vitals,  fhould  be  alarming.  We  have  all 
the  rights  requifite  for  our  profperity.  The  legal  authority 
-of  Great- Britain  may  indeed  Jay  hard  reftn&ions  upon  us  * 
but,  like  the  fpear  of  I  elephus,  it  will  cure^as  well  as  wound. 
Her  unkmdnefs  will  mftru<5t  and  compel  us,  after  fome  time, 
to  dii cover,  in  our  indujlry  and  frugality ,  furprihng  reme¬ 
dies - if  our  rights  continue  unviolated  :  For  as  longas  the 

products  of  our  labor ,  and  the  regards  of  our  care ,  can  pro- 
P-tiy  be  cabled  our  own,  fo  long  it  will  be  worth  our  while 
to  be  induf  rious  and  frugal.  But  if  when  we  plow  -  —  fow 
---reap  gather  and  threfk  --we  find,  that  We  plow---fow 
y-  -reap-  -  *  gather-  -  -and  threfh  for. others,  whofe  PLEASURE 
is  to  be  the  SOLE  LIMITATION  how  ?nuch  they,  lhall 
pake,  and  ho<iv  much, they  {ball  lea*vc,  why  fhould  we  repeat 
the  unprofitable  toil  ?  Horfcs  and  oxen ,  are  content  with  that 
po)  tion  of  the  fruits  of  their  work,  ..which  tlieir  owners  aflign, 
them,  m  order  to  keep  them  ftrong  enough  to  raiie  iuccedive 
/crops  •  but  even  thefe  beajls  will  not  fubmit  to  draw  for  their 
wafers,  until  they  are  fubdued  by  whips  and  goads. 

Let  us  taxe  care  of  our  rights,  .and  we  therein  take  care 
of  our  profperity.  *  “  SLAVERY  IS  EVER  PRECEDED 
SY  SLEEP.  Individuals  may  be  depetident  on  xmnidei'S, 

-if  they  pleafe.  States  should  scorn  .it  ; _ and  if 

you  arc  not  wanting  to  yourfelves,  you  will  have  a  proper  re¬ 
gard  paid  you  by  thofe,  to  whom  if  you  are  not  refpeflable , 
you  will  be  contemptible.  But - if  we  have  already  for¬ 

got  the  reafons  that  urged  us/with  unexampled  unanimity, 
lo  exeat  oui  felves  two  years  ago - if  our  zeal  lor  the  pub¬ 

lic  good  is  worn  out  beforethe  hoauefpun  sloaths,  which  „it  can- 

fed  us  to  have  made - if  our  refohitions  are  fo  faint,  as  by 

our  prefent  conduct  to  comdemn  our  own  late  fucchfh'l  ex¬ 
ample-- -if  we  are  not  apfefled  by  any  reverence  for'^ybe  me¬ 
mory  ox  our  anceflors,  who  tranfmitted  to  us  that  freedom  in 

which  they  had  been  bled - if  wc  are  not  animated  by  any 

i egard  for  poderiiy,  to  whom,  by  the  mod  facred  obhgati- 

A  "  ...  K  2  Oils, 

^MQhte'(paeu  $  Spirit  of  Laws^  Rook  i£.  Chap.  13, 
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©ns,  we  are  bound  to  deliver  down  the  invaluable  inheritance, 

thlw,  indeed,  any  minifler - ^or  any  tool  of  a  minifter---- 

or  any  creature  of  a  tool  of  a  minifter - or  any  lower  f 

instrument  of  J  administration,  if  lower  there  be*  is  a  perfo~ 
nage  whom  it  may  be  dangerous  to  offend. 

I  Shall 

t  “  Inftrumenta  r£gni.”  Tacitus's  Ann.  Book  \z,  §  66. 

I  If  any  perfon  fhaii  imagine  that  he  difcovers,  in  thefe  letters,  the 
lead  diflike  of  the  dependence  of  thefe  colonies  on  Great-Britain ,  I 
beg  that  inch  perfon  will  not  form  any  judgment  on  particular  ex~ 
prtjfions ,  hut  wiil  confider  the  tenor  of  all  the  letters  taken  together , 
In  that  cafe,  I  flatter  myieif,  that  every  unprejudiced  reader  will  bk 
convinced,  that  the  true  mterefls  of  Great -Bril  am  are  as  dear  to  me,  ais 
they  ought  to  be  to  every  good  1'ubjeX. 

If  I  am  an  Enthufafi  in  any  thing,  it  is  in  my  zeal  for  the  perpetual 
depende  ce  of  thefe  colonies  on  their  mother  country.-.-- A  dependence 
founded  o  »  7nutual  benefits,  the  continuance  of  which  can  be  fecured 
only  by  mut  ia‘  affections.  Therefore  it  is,  that  with  extreme  appre- 
beiiiion  I  view  the  fmallefl  feeds  of  discontent,  which  are  unwarily 
Scattered  abroad,  fifty  or  Sixty  years  will  make  aftoni/hing  altera¬ 
tions  in  thefe  colonies  j  and  this  confidcration  (hould  render  it  the  bu» 
iinefs  ot  Great-Britain  more  and  more  to  cultivate  our  good  difpofl- 
&on  towards  her  :  But  the  misfortune  i%  that  thofe  great  ?nen,  who 
are  wreftling  fpr  power  at  home,  think  themfelves  very  (lightly  inter** 
cfled  in  the  profperity  of  their  country  fifty  or  Sixty  years  hence,  but 
a  e  deeply  concerned  in  blowing  up  a  popular  clamor  for  fuppofed 
immediate  advantages . 

For  my  part,  I  regard  Great-Britain  as  a  Bulwark,  happily  fixed 
between  thefe  colonies  and  the  powerful  nations  of  Europe.  That 
kingdom  remaining  fife,  we  under  its  protection,  enjoying  peace, 
may  diffule  the  bleflings  of  religion,  fcience,  and  liberty,  thro’  remote 
Y/ildernefles.  It  is  therefore  inconteflably  our  duty,  and  our  intereft , 
to  fupport  the  ftrength  of  Great-Britain.  When  confiding  in  that 
ftrength,  (he  begins  to  forget  from  whence  it  arole,  it  will  be  an  eafy 
-thing  to  (hew  the  fource.  She  may  readily  be  reminded  of  the  loud 
alarm  lpread  among  her  merchants  and  tradefmen,  by  the  univerfal  af- 
fociation  of  thefe  colonies,  at  the  time  of  the  Stamp- Afl,  not  to  import 
Any  of  her  manufactures. 

In  the  year  j  7  j  8, th e Ruffians  and  Swedes  entered  into  an  agreement, 
|iot  to  fuflfer  Great-Britain  to  export  any  navai,  stores  from  their 
dominions  but  in  Ruffian  or  Swedijh  (hips,  and  at  their  gwn  prices. 
Great-Britain  was  dirtrefled.  Pitch  and  tar  rofe  to  Three  Pounds  3. 
barrel.  At  length  (lie  thought  of  getting  thele  articles  from  the 
colonies  ;  and  the  attempt  fucceeding,  they  fell  down  to  Fifteen  Shil¬ 
lings.^,  In  the  year  1756,  Great- Britain  vas  threatened  with  an  in? 
vafioffi^An  easterly  wind  blowing  for  fix  weeks,  (fie  could  not  man 
he  1  jV  and  the  whole  nation  was  thrown  into  the  utrnofl  confternar 
tion.  i'  he  wind  changed.  The  American  (lp ps  arrived.  The  fleet 
iailed  in  ten  or  fifteen  days.  There  are  forae  other  reflexions  on 
tins  lufrjeX,  worthy  of  the  moll  deliberate  attention  of  the  Britijh 
IMiJiiijnent  j  but  they  arc  of  inch  a  nature,  that  I  do  not  choofe  to 
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I  shall  be  extremely  lorry,  if  any  man  midakes  mymea* 
oing  in  any  thing  I  have  faid.  Officers  employed  by  th$ 
crown,  are,  while  according  to  the  laws  they  couduft  them- 
felves,  entitled  to  legal  obedience,  and  fincere  refpcd:.  Thefe 
it  is  a  duty  to  render  them  ;  and  theie  no  good  or  prudent 
perfons  will  withhold.  But  when  thefe  officers  thro’  rafh- 
nefs  or  defign,  defire  to  enlarge  their  authority  beyond  its  due 
limits,  and  expert  improper  conceffions  to  be  made  to  them, 
from  regard  for  the  employments  they  bear,  their  attempts 
fliouid  be  confidered  as  equally  injurious  to  the  crown  and 
people,  and  Ihould  be  courageoufly  and  conftantly  oppofed. 
To  fuffer  our  ideas  to  be  confounded  by  names  on  fuch  occa- 
fions,  would  certainly  be  an  inexcufable  wcaknefs,  and  proba¬ 
bly  an  irremediable  e rr:r. 

We  have  reafon  to  believe,  that  feveral  of  his  Majcdy’s 
prefent  miniders,  are  good  men,  and  friends  to  our  country; 
and  it  ieems  not  unlikely,  that  by  a  particular  concurrence 
of  events,  we  have  been  treated  a  little  more  feverely  than 
they  wilhed  we  fhould  be.  They  might  not  think  it  prudent 
to  dem  a  torrent.  But  what  is  the  difference  to  us ,  whether 
arbitrary  a<fts  take  their  rife  From  miniders,  or  are  permitted 
by  them  ?  Ought  any  point  to  be  allowed  to  a  #  good  mini- 
ftcr,  that  fhould  be  denied  to  a  bad  one  r  The  mortality  of 

miniders,  is  a  very  frail  mortality.  A - may  fucceed  a 

Shelburne - *-A - may  fucceed  a  Conway. 

We  find  anew  kind  of  minider  lately  fpoken  of  at  hoaie-*- 
6C  The  minister,  of  the  house  of  commons/*.  The 
term  feems  to  have  peculiar  propriety  when  referred  to  thefe 
colonies,  with  a  different  meaning  annexed  to  it,  from  that  in 
which  it  is  taken  there.  By  the  word  <c  minider**  we  may 
underdand  not  only  a  fervant  of  the  crown,  but  a  man  of  in-’ 
■fiuence  among  thecommons,  who  regard  themfelves  as  having 
&  diare  in  the  fovereignty  over  us.  The  44  minider  of  the 
houfe”  may,  in  a  point  refpe&ing  the  colonies,  be  fo  ftrong* 
that  the  mininer  of  the  crown  in  the  houfe,  if  he  is  adiftindt 
perfon,  may  not  choofe,  even  where  his  fentiments  are  favou¬ 
rable  to  us,  to  come  to  a  pitched  battle  upon  our  account. 
For  tho’I  have  the  higheft  opinion  of  thedeferenceof  the  houfe 

for 

mention  them  publicly.  I  thought  it  my  duty,  in  the  year  1765, 
v/hile  the  Stamp- Aft  was  in  fufpence,  to  write  my  fentiments  to  a  gen¬ 
tleman  of  great  influence  at  home,  who  afterwards  diftinguifhcd  hina- 
felf,  by  efpoufing  our  caufe,  in  the  debates  concerning  the  repeal  of 

*  Ubi  imperium  ad  ignaros  aut  minus  bonos  pervenit  5  wnvum  il- 
lud  exemplum}  4b  djgnis  &idoneis,  ad  indignos  &  non  idoneos  transfer - 
tW*  Sail.  Beil.  Cat.  §  5#, 


-;or  the  hinges  mmifter,  yet  he  may  be  fo  good  natured,  as 
not  to  put  it  to  the  ted,  except  it  be  ior  the  mere  and  imme¬ 
diate  profit  of  his  matter  or  him  felt. 

But  whatever  kind  ot  mzniftcry  he  is,  that  attempts  to  in¬ 
novate  a  Jingle  fata\n  the  privileges  of  thefe  colonics,  him  I 
liope  you  wifi  undauntedly  opooj'c  and  that  you  will  never 
fuiier  yourfelves  to  be  either  cheated  or  frightened  into  any 
unworthy  o'b feq uio ufu efts .  On  fuch  emergencies  you  may 
furely,  without  preemption,  believe,  that  ALMIGHTY 
GOD  himfelf  will  look  down  upon  your  righteous  contePt 
%\itu  gracious  approbation.  You  will  bea“  baiid  oft  brother s  f 
cemented  by  the  dear  eft  ties, - and  ftrengthened  with  in¬ 

conceivable  fupplies  of  force  and  conftancy,  by  that  fympa- 
thetic  ardor,  which  animates  goo.d  men,  confederated  in  a 
■good  cauie.  Your  honor  and  welfare  will  be,  as  they  now 
are>  mofl;  intimately  concerned  ;  and  befides----y0#  are  adion - 
^d  by  divine  providence ,  in  the  appointed  order  of  things,  the 
pvoteeiors  of  unborn  ages ,  whofe  fate  depends  upon  your  vir- 
tae.  Whether  they  (hail  arife  the  generous  and  indifp  tit  able 
beirs  of  the  nobleft  patrimonies,  or  the  dafardly  and  heredity 
toy  drudges  of  imperious  talk- mailers,  you  mus-t  -determine. 

To  difeharge  this  double  duty  to  yourfelves ,  and  to  your 
pojierily ,  you  have  nothing  to  do,  but  to  call  forth  into  ule 
*he  good  fenfe  and  fpirit  of  which  you  are  pofleffed.  You  have 
nothing  to  do,  but  to  conduct  your  affairs  peaceably----pru - 
deni  ly----fr  mly- -  -  -j  oi  ntly .  By  thefe  means  you  will  fupport 
the  character  of  freemen ,  without  lofing  that  of  faithful  fub- 

fedis - a  good  character  in  any  government - one  of  the 

heft  under  a  Brit  if?  government. - You  will  prove ,  that 

Americans  have  that  true  magnanimity  of  foul,  that  can  re¬ 
lent  injuries,  without  falling  into  rage  ;  and  that  the’  your 
devotion  to  G reat-Britain  is  the  molt  affectionate,  yet  you 
■can  make  proper  distinctions,  and  know  what  you  owe 
fo  yourfelves,  as  well  as  to  her---- You  will,  at  the  fame  time 

that  you  advance  your  interefts ,  advance  your  reputation - 

You  will  convince  the  world  of  the  juft  ice  of  your  demands, 
and  the  purity  of  your  intentions . ---While  all  mankind  mud, 
with  unceafing  apphvafes,  confefs,  that  you  indeed  deserve 
liberty,  who  fo  well  underftand  it,  fo  paffionately  love  it,  fb 
temperately  enjoy  it,  and  fo  wifely,  bravely,  and  virt notify 
vjfert,  maintain,  and  defend  it. 

6t  Certe  ego  libertat  cm ,  qucV  mi  hi  a  parejile  meo  tradita  eft 

experiar  :  V eruqn  id fruftraan  ebrem  faciamfin  veftra  manp 
Jit  u  m  eft }  q  u  if  lies  f\ 


•  l  79  1 

For  my  part,  I  am  fefolved  to  contend  fertile  liberty  t?e- 
‘  leered  down  to  me  by  my  ancchors ;  but  whether  I  fhall- 
do  it  effectually  or  not,  depends  on  you,  my  countrymen. 
How  little ibever  one  is  able  to  write,  yet  when  the  li¬ 
berties  of  one’s  country  are  threatened,  it  is  hill  more 
,  difficult  to;  be  fileiit.’>  A  FAR  M  E  R. 

Is  there  not  tne  th  ongeh  probability,  that  if  the  univerfal 
feme  of  Mefe  colonies  is  immediately  expreffed  by  resolves 
ct  the  aflembiiesr,  in  fupport  of  their  rights,  by  instructi¬ 
ons  to  their  agents  on  the  fubject,  and  by  pet  it  ion  s  to  the 
crown  and  parliament  for  redrels,  thele  meafures  will  have 

the  fame  fuccefs  now,  that  they  had  in  the  time  of  the 
c>tamj>- Aft.  jy 


?s 


B  O  S  T  O  N,  March  2 £T,  1768'. 

Ar  an  fdjQurrA‘ wit  of  the  Meeting  of  the  Freeholders  and  other  In¬ 
habit aids  oj  this  Tg-uju,  the  j olio -wing  Letter  <was  retorted  bv  4he 
committee  appointed for  that  Furpofe,  ViZ.  *  J*  * 

To  the  ingenious  Author  of  certain  PatrioticLetters/ubfctibect 
,T  „  A  F  A  R  M  E  R. 

Mu  C'H  RESPECTED  SlR»  ! 

WHE^J  the  Rights  and  Liberties  of  the  numerous  and  loyal  in- 
haoitants  ot  this  extenfive  Continent  are  in  imminent  Dan 
ger  when  the  inveterate  Enemies  of  theft  Colonies  are  not  more4f 

du?us.t0  fTSC  lfU?  fol  them>  than  diligent  to  delude  the Toole* 
am,  zealous  to  pel  fttade  them  to  an,  indolent  Acquiefcenfe  •  At  ft,-* 

a  armmg  period  when  to  reluft  is  deemed  a  ReToif  and' to  oppofc 

uch  Mtal ures  as  are  injudicious  and  deftruftive,  is  conftrue/as  t 
formal  Attempt  to  fubvert  Ontpr  J  1  lueu  as  a 

to  rebel  •  and  a  tnl  q  k  r-  d  Sovemment  i  when  to  reafon  is 

the  Tenders  of  Pin,;7  a t  U,e  rod  of  Pmve*>  “  kicked  bv 

ge7  and  DilgS' 4™ m YOU® tori' ^  *** l °f  D“ 
obliged,  for  a  moA  ftafonabie,  fen’lible  feaU ’d 
on  of  her  invaded  Rights  and  Liberties :  ’Tis  to  YOU  the  diftint T(L 

read''  t^bar i^mP  «  h'1’?  of  ti,e  fiends  of  Libert/  were 

the  immutable' ^  Laws  oV Nuu^t’he?^  *>? 

leaning  on  the  Pillars  of  tlie  Britts  rg'*ncr,t3n{t  ot  M^,and 

KnTfe 

who  had  before  exerted1  them ^ftdvTsfn'he'Ta 7“^  f"  **7“  of 
hruaed  America  in  theTeft  oW  P.S°‘%  ^ 

.•  01  's  i  us  VVeitun  Vy°iJd  alone  indebted  to  your  Wifdom  For- 

Yoi/thut i-o "b  °t‘  T  ’  GREAT  ®a,TA!N  alio  may  be  confirmed  by 
ireftA^^c:-wgr-^3^U'CCd^  She  »»*  *  )»ft  «  Thatto 
PVoipeas  and  contraa  5?  ***  ^  **** 

ofSo  Tortheer  V/,°|thrnu  VJ‘tue’  ,hf  Inhabitants  of  the  Town 
v  1  sc  '•  f  11  f  of  the  Province  of  the  Massachusetts- 

,1U  U  own-.v^eeting  afTembled*  expvefs  their  carlieft  Grnti- 

*  Uadi 
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Uute  :  Aviated  them  reives  by  the  fame  generous  Principles,  which 
appear  with  lb  much  Luftre  in  your  ufeful  Labours,  they  will  not 
fail  warmly  to  recommend,  and  induftrioufly  to  promote  that  Union 
among  the  feveral  Colonies,  which  is  fo  indiipenfably  necdTary  for  the 
Security  of  the  Whole. 

Tho’  fuch  fu  peri  or  Merit  mull  afluredly  in  the  clofeft  Recefs,  enjoy 
the  divine  Satisfaction  of  having  ferved,  and  polTibly  faved  this  people  ; 
though  veiled  from  our  View,  You  modeftly  fhun  the  deferved  Ap- 
plaule  of  Millions  ;  permit  Us  to  intrude  upon  your  Retirement,  and 
falute  The  FARMER,  as  the  Friend  of  Americans,  and  the 
common  Benefactor  of  Mankind. 

The  above  letter  was  read,  and  unanimoufly  accepted  by  the  Town, 
and  ordered  to  be  publilhed  in  the  feveral  News-Papers. 

Attefl.  William  Cooper,  Town-Clerk. 


The  FARMERS  Anfwer. 

7b  the  very  re/p  eft  able  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Boston. 
GENTLEMEN, 

IT  is  impollible  for  Me  to  expreis  the  reverential  Gratitude,  with 
which  I  receive  the  very  great  Honor,  You  have  been  plealed  to 
confer  upon  Me  by  your  late  Letter. 

The  rank  of  the  Town  of  Bofton,  the  Wifdom  of  her  counfels,  and 
the  Spirit  of  her  Condu«5t,  render,  in  my  Opinion,  the  Approbation  of 
her  Inhabitants,  ineitimable  j  and  therefore  I  lhall  ever  place  this 
Teftimony  of  it,  among  the  chief  BlelTings  of  my  Life, 

Love  of  my  Country  engaged  Me  in  that  Attempt,  to  vindicate 
her  Rights  and  affert  her  Interefts,  which  your  Generolity  has  thought 
proper  fo  highly  to  applaud  ;  and  if  my  humble  Labors  prove  ufeful 

to  the  good  People  of  thefe  Colonies - A  Glory  !  beyond  which 

my  Ambition  never  wifhed  to  rife— . -I  am  perfuaded,  that  this  hap¬ 

py  Etfed  mull  flow  from  the  Influence  and  lulfre  bellowed  upon  them 
by  your  favorable  Notice. 

Never,  until  my  Heart  becomes  infenfible  of  all  worldly  Things, 
will  it  become  infenfible  of  the  unfpeakable  Obligations,  which  as  an 
American  I  owe  to  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Province  of  Majfachufetts * 
Bay,  for  the  Vigilance  with  which  they  have  watched  over,  and  the 
Magnanimity  with  which  they  have  maintained  the  Liberties  of  the 
Brltifn  Colonies  on  this  Continent. 

May  the  fame  facred  Zeal  for  the  common  Welfare,  the  fame 
Principles  of  Loyalty  to  our  excellent  Sovereign,  of  Affe&ion  to  his 
illudrious  Houfe,  and  of  Duty  to  our  beloved  Parent  Kingdom, which 
have  uniformly  a&uated  and  guided  your  Colony,  animate  and  direft 
every  other,  fo  that  at  Length  that  Union  in  Sentiments  and  Mea¬ 
sures  may  be  firmly  formed,  which  as  You,  Gentlemen,  mod  juftly 
obferve,  “  is  fo  indifpenlably  necdTary  for  the  Security  of  the  Whole.’* 
Amongd  my  warmed  Wifhes  thefe  will  ever  be - that  the  Pro¬ 

vince  of  Mafjachufetts-Bay  may  rejoice  in  a  perpetual  Profperity  j 
that  the  Town  of  Bo/fon  may  always  flourifli  with  a  dignity  becoming 
the  Capital  of  fo  very  refpedable  a  State  ;  that  the  Purity  of  her  In¬ 
tentions,  the  Prudence  of  her  Pefigns,  and  the  Vigor  of  her  A&ions, 
may  conftantly  confound  the  Machinations  of  her  Enemies  ;  and  that 
the  Virtues  of  her  prefent  Inhabitants  may  be  tranlmitted  down  from 
Age  to  Age,  that  fo  the  lated  Poderity  in  thefe  Colonies,  may  never 
want  faithful  Guardians  of  Ameiican  Freedom. 

Bennfjlvania,  April  ntb9  1768,  A  FARMER. 


